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Training for Personal Persuasive Evangelism 
. A Method for the New Year of Church Work 


REV. MARSHALL HARRINGTON, Trenton, N. J. 


(Note: Mr. Harrington is Secretary of 
Evangelism of the Synod of New Jersey and 
an eminent specialist on Evangelistic methods 
for local churches and pastors. He has had 
great success in helping the ministers of 
churches to effectively accomplish evangelistic 
work in their own localities. We expect to 
_ give a second article from him next month.— 
Eds.) . 

' Revivalistic days unsaved people flocked to 
evangelistic services and had much of the 
spirit of the Philippian jailor who anxiously 
 eried out: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
There is still a longing for the way of salva- 
- tion, but there is often a prejudice against 
~ evangelistic meetings. 
_ There is also an impression that public av- 
- peals do not bring adequate results. The pop- 
ular mistake is to lose sight of the necessary 
- background of success in evangelism. Back 
of the preaching, back of the services, back 
of publicity, there is the desire to see people 
~ saved. The power to save is with God and as 
men pray so will God answer their prayers. 
It is no wonder that pastors record failures 
to reach the unsaved and the unchurched if 
_ they depend exclusively on preaching and pub- 
 licity. : 
- Here are some observations on evangelistic 
preachers by a campaign chairman: “The 
special preachers were all good preachers. 
They delivered splendid sermons, but some 
knew how to preach evangelistic sermons and 
- some did not. Many of them brought the best 
sermons they had and forgot to ask if they 
were adapted to this particular purpose. An 
evangelistic sermon must be like our Lord: 
It ‘is come to seek and to save that which is 
lost.’ It must be out after a soul. Any good 
sermon will not do, it must be a sermon that 
is prepared by every means possible to turn 
the will of unsaved men to God. In the 
churches where beautiful sermons were 


preached and wonderful addresses were made 
few decisions are reported. This is not meant 
as a criticism of our special preachers. It 
is intended to be an observation as to method 
and result. No doubt it is to be expected 
that busy pastors coming from their parish 
work are not ready to preach night after night 
with a strictly evangelistic sermon. They 
have not learned what sermons work best to 
that end and the kind of address that 
is most effective in winning souls.” 

And here are a few quotations from some 
of the pastors: 

“The evangelistic meetings in our church 
accomplished nothing in the matter of King- 
dom extension. They helped spiritually those 
of our people who attended.” 

“We were greatly disappointed because the 
‘outside’ was not touched, but the ‘faithful’ 
were filled with courage for the steady fight.” 

“Occasionally people from neighboring 
churches dropped in. As for discovering and 
interesting any unchurched people the meet- 
ings were of no value whatever.” 

“The meetings themselves were excellent, 
fine spirit—fine preaching—good attendance. 
The movement in general seems to me poorly 
adapted to winning immediate and definite 
decisions for Christ.” 

“My impression of the evangelistic campaign 
in my church is this, that it made many of my 
church members personel workers for Christ. 
To the personal work done by the church mem- 
bers we owe all the other good reults.” 

A personal search will show that the “un- 
saved and the unchurched” are near at hand 
and that they can be reached by persuasive 
appeals in conversation. Definite prayer for 
those who are to be reached gives a new dy- 
namic. The “unchurched and unsaved” are 
not to be visualized as “a mighty host advanc- 
ing, Satan leading on,” but rather as plain 
people, men, women and children, living in 
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own homes and having a part in our own 
social and business affairs. f 

Many of these are lost, that is, they do 
not know their way. Dr. Howard Agnew 
Johnston relates the story of a brilliant young 
lawyer who came to him with doubts. They 
canvassed the situation and he admitted the 
reasonableness of the answers to his doubts. 

“Yet in a little while,” writes Dr. Johnston, 
“he was traveling in a circle coming back 
to the same old points. We then asked this 
question: 

“Mr. C—, do you realize that you are a lost 
man?” 

Impatiently he replied: “Oh, you preachers 
yoake me tired. I am no more lost than you 
are.” 

Then we asked him what he would think 
if he were to go out to the street and find 
a child who would report that she was lost. 
He replied that he would think of her as not 
knowing her way. 

“Exactly !”’ we replied, “and in the last hour 
you have absolutely proved that you do not 
know your way as an immorial soul. Now 
let us be honest. If you do not know your 
way, you are lost. And if you never find 
your way, you are lost forever. There is no 
possible escape from these self-evident facts. 
We do not need to go to any book in order 
to realize the unescapable truth.” 

For a moment he was silent. He saw it 
clearly. For the first time he realized his 
genuine vital need. Up to that time he had 
felt quite sufficient unto himself. Now he 
knew he needed a guide who could show him 
the way. 

His voice changed its tone as he said: “Well, 
I want light.” 

After that it was easy to lead to the frank 
admission that no other person could lead him 
into the truth about Jesus Christ. He found 
the way. 

They are lost without Christ. The mission 
of the church is to seek them and show them 
the way to the Saviour. The responsibility 
for reaching the unchurched and unsaved is 
the pastor’s. He may train his own people to 
observe the number of those who are to he 
reached and then plan to see them. Instead 
of looking afar for fields ripe to the harvest 
we may find them near at hand. A bit of 
training in conversational evangelism, much 
prayer and diligent effort will produce a large 
harvest for the Kingdom. 

This is being done by many pastors. The 
gripping work may be accomplished with or 
without evangelistic meetings. The beginning 
of the task is the most difficult part. One 
pastor divided his parish into nine districts 
and made one of his nine elders responsible 
for each district. The unchurched and un- 
saved included the Chief of Police and his 
fourteen year old son as well as a bootlegger. 
They accepted Jesus Christ as Lord. Another 
pastor reached across the continent three 
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thousand miles with a personal appeal. The 
prodigal husband returned to his home and 
to the fellowship of those who received him 
in forgiveness. 

A brief course of studies in the persuasive 
work of evangelism will be helpful to the 


Church. The pastor can do this himself. Here — 


are suggestions for a short course: 

(1) The Pattern of our Lord. 
said unto them, Come ye after me, and | 
will make you to become fishers of men.” 
(Mark 1:17) The persuasive service of evan- 
gelism has a divine pattern. 
vate conversations with those he wished to 
reach. The early disciples followed his exam- 
ple. Alert, reverent and prayerful Christians 
of today are ready to use the pattern of our 
Lord. 

(2) The Purpose of Evangelism. “Here- 
in was the love of God manifested in us, that 
God hath sent his only begotten Son into the 
world that we might live through him.” (1 
John 4:9) The purpose of evangelism is to 
lead people to Christ the Saviour. The appeal 
is first to the people who are not Christians 
and second to the Christians who are not 
affiliated with the churches. The greatest pur- 
pose of the church is to reach the young peo- 
ple for Christ. Every one loving the Lord 
Jesus Christ may have this purpose in his 
heart; to reach the unsaved; the unaffiliated 
and the children and young people of the 
church and community. 

3) The Experience with Christ. “As 
thou didst send me into the world even so 
sent I them into the world.” (John 17:18) 
Since most Christians hesitate in speaking of 
their own experiences, they need to have what 
Dr. Jowett called “The Passion for Souls.” 
We ought to be aggressive, solicitous and 
tactful but at the same time there needs also 
to be in our hearts a deep sense of humility 
and unworthiness. When interviewing a per- 
soi1 a personal experience goes a long way. 
The messenger must not only carry God’s mes- 
sage but he himself must be changed by it. 

(4) The Prayer and the Power. “Then, 
when they had fasted and prayed and laid 
their hands on them, they sent them away.” 
(Acts 13:3) There are two reasons for go- 
ing to God in prayer. One is our own insuffi- 
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ciency and the other lies in our knowledge of 


the needs of the world. Prayer enables us 
to select the answer to our prayer and then 
to pray fer it. Prayer should be definite. 
The invigoration of. prayer gives men the 
courage to go out with the message of the 
Master. A prayer list is helpful. 

(5) The Approach and the Prospects. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel; for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” (Romans 1:16) In the 
approach there may be natural conversation 
about spiritual themes, an atmosphere of sin- 
cere interest leading up to the important sub- 
ject and a strong appeal in closing. The field 


for the approach is among prospective mem- 
bers. A card index giving information about 
the person to be approached is helpful. The 
prospects are everywhere. No two are alike. 
They should be assigned to workers who are 
- most likely to have a point of contact with 
them. A prospect should never be given up. 

Pastors can use such a course of. studies 
in their prayer services. There should be 
time for a conference at the close. A neigh- 
boring pastor may be invited to conduct these 
classes. This will give an opportunity for 
the pastor to line up his own people in well- 


tried methods of evangelism. This course 
will make an excellent background and pre- 
paration for special services, Emphasis 
should be laid upon the fact that the un- 
churched and unsaved are already affiliated in 
some way with the church. Evangelism suc- 
ceeds: only in so far as the Holy Spirit uses 
God’s people and as they depend upon the 
power of God in prayer. This is no substi- 
tute for preaching the Gospel. Neither can 
evangelistic preaching take the place of per- 
suasive conversation for Christ. 


Expository Preaching 


REV. ELMER KIRKPATRICK, B. D., Sedan, Kansas 


There are as many kinds of preaching as 
_ there are preachers preaching a living mes- 
sage. No two can be just alike and be real. 
_ Yet there are general likenesses which make 
' classification possible. The usual classifica- 
tions with respect to the method of use of the 
Scriptures are topical and expository. 
It is topical preaching that one usually 
-hears. Topical preaching means that the 
preacher takes a text as a spring-board from 
which to leap off into his subject. He is free. 
But this method of preaching has been over- 
worked. The fact of its prevalence and of its 
_ popularity is no witness that it is the more 
_ profitable. 


_ Expository preaching means to me the un- 
' folding in sermon of the Word of God as 
_ it applies to the problems and privileges of the 
_ life and faith of today. The topical sermon 
uses the Bible as a source of texts and proof 
texts. The expository sermon unfolds the 
- meaning of a passage of Scripture and applies 
its teachings to our lives. 

~ Valuable as this method of preaching would 
appear to be, since it is the unfolding of the 
Scriptures, it is, however, not of itself a royal 
road to ministerial success. Mistakes are 
made here as easily as in any other kind of 
preaching. As expository preachers we need 
to be careful that we do not become mere 
- scribes—antiquarians—dealers in the thought 
of the past. 


The preacher must be a prophet. At dif- 
ferent periods in the world’s history the 
stream of divine inspiration has run full and 
free. God’s men have spoken and written 
God’s message to the world as they were 

~ moved to it by God’s Holy Spirit. Their 
messages were authenticated, not by traditions 
of elders, but by their inherent moral and 
spiritual worth. But the prophet has always 
been followed by the scribe. The age of the 
scribe has been an age of diminishing know- 
ledge of and fellowship with God. The age 
Boot the scribe is always one of spiritual and 
intellectual subserviency to a time that is past 
and outgrown. Today the world needs pro- 
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phets. It needs a preaching the message of 
which will authenticate itself by its worth. 
There must be revelation or there will be no 
true exposition—the setting forth of the truth 
of God for the day in which we live. The 
value of expository preaching lies in the fact 
that it is the unfolding of the Word of God, 
which is the most powerful instrument in the 
world for bringing to people a knowledge of 
God. It is the sword of the Spirit. 
Sometimes it is supposed that to preach 
an expository semon is to take a big passage 
as the text instead of one verse or a few 
words. This is not true. Neither is exposi- 
tory preaching merely a running comment on 
a chapter of the Bible. A sermon on a long 
passage may fail to unfold its meaning. A 
topical sermon may have as its text a chapter 
as well as a verse. An expository sermon 
may be preached from, a single verse, or a 
phrase, and perhaps even from one word. The 
difference is not the length of the text. Is 
the text merely a peg on which to hang a 
few ideas, or is it a bud from which the ser- 
mon unfolds as a flower unfolds from its calyx? 
Expository preaching will be found a dis- 
tinct blessing to the preacher. One of the 
most commonly felt needs of the preacher is 
for material for his sermons. “Where can ] 
find something worth while to say?” The 
Bible is full of it. Exposition will make it 
available. Expository preaching will prevent 
one from going to seed on a hobby. When 
one depends entirely on the topical method of 
preaching it is practically impossible for him 
to keep from circling about some point of spe- 
cial personal interest. Expository preaching 
will force him out into new territory. It will 
keep him alive mentally and spiritually. It 
will broaden his interests and sympathies. It 
will save him from theological pedantry and 
shallow triviality in his preaching. Exposi- 
tory preaching will help to remove the center 
of the preacher’s interest from eredal state- 
ment and conformity to the development of 
spiritual life and character. It will also save 
him from wild and radical ideas. There is 
nothing that will give ballast and balance te 


one’s personality like a comprehensive under- 
standing of the Word of God. 


The value of expository preaching to those 
who hear is of even greater importance than 
to the preacher. It is the people’s need we 
have in mind when we plead for more exposi- 
tory preaching. They need it. Usually they 
like it. The famishing soul of the child of God 
rejoices whenever it is served real spiritual 
food. Expository preaching, which is the un- 
folding of the Word with respect to the needs 
of the modern world, will not fail to supply 
spiritual food. 


The complaint is often heard that present 
day religious life is shallow. Why is it so? 
This is an intricate problem. Many inter- 
mingling causes are responsible. Lack of the 
exercises of family religion is a conspicuous 
cause. The commercial and materialistic 
spirit of an industrial age must bear its share 
of responsibility. But must we not believe 
that at least one element of the cause of the 
religious shallowness of our time is that the 
people have not been taught the Bible from 
the pulpit as they should have been? I mean 
by this that the pulpit, though it has been in 
many ways of high standard, has had no 
consistent policy of a consecutive unfolding 
of the Scriptures to the people. 

Another thing that causes sincere distress 
to many souls is the divided condition of 
Christendom. As I see it topical preaching 
tends to magnify and to perpetuate differences. 
Expository preaching will minimize differences 
and magnify the likenesses of our churches. 
The Bible is one, and is the great unifyer. 


Ancther important use of expository preach- 
ing is in evangelistic meetings. In the Gospel 
of John it is said that it was “written, that 
ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye may have 
life in his name.” What finer thing could 
be done in evangelistic meetings than to 
preach a series of expository sermons on this 
Gospel which was written for the special pur- 
pose of helping people to believe in Jesus as 
Saviour? One could begin with, “In the be- 
ginning was the Word.” He could continue 
with, “The witness of John.” He might fol- 
low this with, “Come and see,” the invitation 
Philip gave to Nathaniel. Then would come 
the conversation of Jesus with Nicodemus and 
with the Samaritan woman. And so on. 
throughout the book. “It is finished,” would 
make an appropriate closing. Or let the evan- 
gelist give an expository series on Acts, which 
is the history of the early evangelistic work 
of the Church. Romans presents another 
great opportunity for expository preaching in 
evangelism. In it Paul has given us the rea- 
son for the faith that was in him. 


I have been speaking of the exposition of 
whole books. A paragraph or a chapter often 
cannot be truly unfolded in isolation. Its 
unfolding can best be accomplished when it is 
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approached in its proper place in the unfold- 
ing of the whole book. 

There are two methods of exposition I have 
found useful. One is to take a natural divi- 
sion of the Scriptures, whether it be a para- 
graph, a chapter, or a verse, and, having 
analyzed it, use this analysis as the outline 
of the sermon. 

The other method I have used is to take 
some verse that seems to be the key thought 
of the paragraph and find its analysis in the 
remainder of the section. For example, in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians; in the third 
verse I find that God “hath blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.” I read on and find 
that some of these blessings are that “he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the world,” 
that he “foreordained us unto adoption as 
sons,” that in him “we have our redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our tres- 
passes,” that he has made “known unto us 
the mystery of his will,” and that we “were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” And 
behold, we have much more than we are able 
to preach about in one sermon. The phrase, 
“The riches of his grace,” is another golden 
key to unlock the same paragraph. 

In the second paragraph Paul tells them 
what is the burden of his prayer for them. 
He prays that God will give them “a spirit 
of wisdom and revelation,” that they ‘may 
know what is the hope of his calling,” and that 
they may know “‘the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe.” Surely any- 
one would delight to preach on such a subject. 
As we read the epistle through we find such 
texts as, “The sons of disobedience,” “By grace 
have ye been saved,” “We are his workman- 
ship,” “He is our peace,’ “The mystery of 
Christ,” “The riches of his glory,” “The eall- 
ing wherewith ye were called,” “The measure 
of the stature of the fuliness of Christ,” 
“Alienated from the life of God,” “Imitators 
of God,” and many others, all of which are 
keys to unlock the meaning of the sections in 
which they are found. I find that Philippians 
lends itself to this same method of treatment. 

The Psalms also are rich in expository ma- 
terial. What a fine passage the first Psalm is 
for an exposition on “The Happy Believer!” 
Or take only the first verse for an exposition | 
of “The way of sinners,’’—walking in it, stand- 
ing in it, and sitting in it. In the Nineteenth 
Psalm it is said that “The law of Jehovah is 
perfect.” Its perfection lies in the fact that 
it restores the soul, that makes wise the 
simple, that it rejoices the heart, that it en- 
lightens the eyes, that it endures forever, and 
that it is righteous altogether. The Twenty- 
third Psalm gives us a wonderful exposition of 
“My Shepherd,” by telling us of God’s guid- 
ing and providing care. In Psalm Thirty- 
seven we find an exposition of, “Fret not thy- 
self.” “Fret not thyself because of evil 
doers.” “Fret not thyself because of him 
who prospereth in his way.” “Fret not thy- 
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self, it tendeth only to evildoing.” Expository 
sermons may be preached from Psalm Fifty- 
one, that great Psalm of David’s repentance. 
Psalm Seventy-three gives us an exposition 
of the goodness of God. First, the Psalmist 
doubted the goodness of God because he “saw 
the prosperity of the wicked.” But he under- 
stood the goodness of God when he “went into 
the sanctuary of God, and considered their 
latter end.” Finally, he was able to appro- 
priate the goodness of God, for he said, “T 


have made the Lord Jehovah my refuge.” 

One hardly knows where to leave off illus- 
trations of the richness of the Bible for ex- 
pository preaching. What mines of spiritual 
gold there are in the exposition of the bic- 
graphies of both the Old and the New Testa- 
ments! 

“I charge thee in the sight of God, and of 
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his king- 
dom: preach the word.” 


Mood-Making for the Palace of Prayer 


REV. WILLIAM L. STIDGER, D. D., Detroit, Michigan 


The Palace of Prayer is our destination. 
But ordinarily we are not in the mood for 
prayer. Ordinarily audiences are not in the 
mood for prayer, especially after they have 
been singing in a big boisterous evening “sing.” 

“Then get them in the mood for prayer!” 
said a bishop of the Methodist Church in my 
hearing. 

“But that is not so easy a matter as it 
sounds!” said a third speaker. 

Then came the idea of something to lead 
them gently up to the altars of prayer in the 
big, popular evening service. 

The thought came to me that preachers 
might take a cue from the architect who de- 
signed the Palace of Fine Arts in California 
for the Exposition. He built a beautiful series 
of colonnades leading up to the main entrance 
of the Palace of Fine Arts. 

“Why did you do that?” he was asked by 
a curious pre-EXxposition reporter visitor; that 
curious one being a Methodist preacher by 
profession and a reporter for fun; same be- 
ing the author of this article. 

“T did it that their souls might be subdued 
and in the mood to see the fine works of art 
which will be brought from all over the world 
and housed in the Palace of Fine Arts, beau- 
tiful paintings from Europe, and America. 
People will have just come from the Zone, from 
the Palaces of Machinery, from the Marina 
and from a hundred sights and sounds; from 
the clamoring of the ice cream cone venders 
and the shoutings of the peanut salesmen and 
they will be in no mood to appreciate art. So 
I have made it that they must pass through 
these beautiful colonnades of art, with their 
suggestion of Rome, and their atmosphere of 
romance and the beautiful. By the time they 
reach the Palace of Arts itself they will be 
in the proper mood for looking at and appre- 
ciating the great paintings.” 

Let the Hymn Story be the Mood Maker 


So we use in our big, popular evening ser- 
vice, which is necessarily filled with much 
that is not prayer-producing, the Hymn Story 
to get the people into the mood for prayer. We 
use it, in other words, as a “Mood Maker for 
the Palace of Prayer.” 
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Just as the architect of the Palace of Fine 
Arts planned the beautiful colonnades to sub- 
due the mood of the people to appreciation, 
so we take them out of the more popular 
“Big Sing” and the excitement incident there- 
to, the noise and the incoming of people and 
the sound of the trombone and the cornet and 
the laughter that we try to produce each night 
to warm their hearts, into prayer by this Hymn 
Story. 

The last song or hymn selected by the “Big 
Sing” leader in our service is such a hymn 
as “Jesus Lover of My Soul,” “Abide with Me,” 
“My Faith Looks up to Thee,” “Lead Kindly 
Light,” “Rock of Ages,” “Nearer My God to 
Thee,” “There is a Fountain Filled with 
Blood,” and such like. The pastor, or who- 
ever is to make the prayer, announces this as 
the “Prayer Hymn.” 

He may say, “Now we have come to the end 
of our ‘Big Sing’ and we will want to select 
a different type for our Prayer Hymn. I have 
selected tonight ‘Abide with Me.’ The writ- 
ing of this hymn had a fascinating setting 
and many thrilling incidents have centered 
around its singing all over the world.” 

Then he will tell the story of the writing 
of this great hymn. There are numerous books 
published that will give the preacher from 
ten to fifteen beautiful chapters of hymn- 
stories that may be used in this unique fashion, 
and that too without much effort on his part. 
One that I am using now is “Famous Hymns 
of the World” by Allan Sutherland. J have 
already used during the past two months just 
eight chapters of this book in this way and 
it has proven to be one of the strongest draw- 
ing cards of an evening service that I try 
to fill with great variety. 

Tell the hymn story. Then let the congre- 
gation sing the hymn. But have your choir 
or your quartette or a soloist sing the last 
verse of that hymn softly. Then have it 
understood that immediately following the 
singing of this old hymn the people bow in, 
prayer. If'one wishes, he may have the or- 
ganist use the Vox Humana stops or a violin- 
ist play softly the refrain of the old hymn 


during the prayer. 


_ What happens is that in the telling of the 
story, and in the singing of the hymn itself, 
with the incidents of the hymn in mind and 
heart, a mood of prayer has been created un- 
consciously in the audience and then they 
appreciate not only the prayer, but they pray 
themselves. 

Why should not we, as preachers, apply the 
laws of subtle emotional and spiritual psy- 
chology to our church services as well as do 
the artists? 

Let the folks who have been in the busy 
work-a-day-play-world of the outside pass 
through the beautiful corridors and columns 
and art statuary of an old hymn story, and 


the singing of an old hymn and they will be 
in the mood when they reach the beautiful 
Palace of Prayer. 

This is an idea that will work in any church, 
city or country, large or small, with pipe or- 
gan or piano, or nothing, and it will produce 
results. 

In addition to having this extreme value of 
producing in an audience the mood of prayer, 
this hymn story, which should only take up 
about five minutes, will add to the gener- 
ous evening’s popular program a feature 
that will be worth advertising as “The Hymn 
Story” and a feature that will produce spirit- 
ual results. 


Roosevelt’s Religion 


REV. I. J. SWANSON, D. D., Ravenna, Ohio ‘ 


Roosevelt’s birthday, October 27, will un- 
doubtedly become, in time, a day of national 
observance, because of the hold he has upon, 
the esteem and affection of the American pes- 
ple by his great services to his country. His 
rugged and picturesque personality and his 
robust, fearless Americanism captured the 
heart of the people. 

Ministers will undoubtedly make use of cele- 
_brations of Roosevelt’s birthday for giving 
special emphasis in their addresses to the re- 
ligious aspects of his character and life. One 
of the best books on this subject is ‘‘Roosevelt’s 
Religion,”* by Dr. Christian F. Reisner. It 
traces “the faith that was in him,” from his 
boyhood days down ail the years of his subse- 
quent, great career. It touches upon every 
phase of his religious life,—in his own home, 
in training his children, his use of and rever- 
ence for the Bible, his love of the church and 
his loyalty to her services, his definite acknow- 
ledgement of Jesus Christ as his Leader, and 
the high ethical and religious quality of his 
public life. Roosevelt was human, had his 
faults, and made blunders, like the rest of us; 
but he had a wonderful Christian personality. 
Dr. Reisner has put us all under great obliga- 
tion to him by telling us definitely and in 
detail the facts we wanted to learn about 
Roosevelt’s religion. 

The following quotations from the book, 
beginning with Dr. Reisner’s own estimate of 
the part religion played in the making of 
Roosevelt, will give some idea of the rich 
treasures it contains: 

Dr. Reisner’s Estimate 


Theodore Roosevelt stands out as the tower- 
ing, unquestioned illustration of the size and 
kind of men pure religion builds. He was 
strongly human and yet devout, admittedly im- 
perfect and yet sincerely seeking the truth 
notably self-confident and yet avowedly . 
worshipful disciple of the humble Teacher of 
Galilee. He went away from earth carrying: 
the diploma of a completed life-course, and 
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hence is a beckoning example to all who would — 


think widely, contest successfully, serve stead- 
ily, live happily, and cross the river at the 
end triumphantly. 
Home Training 

One of the first books read to him by his 
religious home teachers was Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, and from it he drew his earliest hero, 
Great-Heart, to whom he himself was appro- 
priately likened at death. He once said: 
“Great-Heart is my favorite character in alle- 
gory, just as Bunyan’s Pilgrim Progress is to 
my mind one of the greatest books that ever 
was written; and I think that Abraham Lin- 
coln is the ideal Great-Heart of public life.” 


Training on the Ranch 

His ranch life naturally developed a cour- 
age which, backed by a sense of right, ballasted 
by rare wisdom and untainted by selfishness, 
made him unafraid of the ‘“‘beasts” or “bullies” 
at Albany and Washington. 

Mr. Roosevelt once remarked: “I had to 
train myself painfully and laboriously not 
merely as regards my body but as regards my 
soul and spirit.” 

Habit of Prayer 

In regard to his four sons in the war zone 
Roosevelt said: “It is my constant prayer to 
God that in his mercy he will spare them. It 
is not likely that all will come back from such 
a deadly war, but we will have to leave them 
in the hands of a good God who doeth all 
things well.” 

The Bible 

“Tf a man is not familiar with the Bible 
he has suffered a loss which he had better 
make all possible haste to correct,” said Roose- 
velt. 

After his death Mrs. Roosevelt sent the 
American Bible Society a photograph of the 
Bible presented to him by the Harvard Repub- 
lican Club, when he was inaugurated Vice- 
President, with the comment: “It was the one 
book which Mr. Roosevelt always kept at his 
hand on the reading stand in the north room 
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at Sagamore Hill.” 


And she adds, “I should 
like the world to know how large a part his 
deep knowledge of the Bible played in my hus- 
band’s life.” 

__ Mrs. Robinson, his sister, said, that the 
z Bible was the first book selected for the pig- 
skin library he took with him to Africa, add- 
ing: “He could not do without that book. 
He read it a great deal. He counted it a lit- 
erary masterpiece. He also read it for in- 


_ spiration and consolation.” 


The Church 


“He allowed no engagement to keep him 
from going to church,” said Mr. Loeb. “Dur- 
ing the gasless Sundays last fall (during the 
war),’ writes Rev. George E. Talmage in The 
Churchman, “when many made the require- 
ments an excuse for staying home, he set the 
example of loyalty by walking the three miles 
from Sagamore Hill to the village church and 
back home again. And this, by the way, was 
shortly after his return from a serious opera- 
tion which affected his walking not a little.” 

Roosevelt was a member of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church and was a regular church 
attendant. Kermit said, “When we were on 


the African trip father usually found a mis- 
sion or some kind of a church to attend every 
Sunday.” 


A True Christian 


Mrs, Robinson, his sister, said: “In my 
judgment he led in an absolute and exact way 
the life that is laid down for a Christian. He 
believed that a Christian life was the one to 
lead. He believed absolutely in the value and 
necessity of churches and that worship on 
Sunday was helpful and esential.” 

President Harding said of him: “I am con- 
vinced that Theodore Roosevelt had a devout 
belief in God and though a consistent church- 
man he never paraded his belief, but it was 
evident in his writings, in his speeches, and in 
his conduct . . . Unquestionably he believed 
in prayer not only as a means of grace but 
as a personal help and consolation.” : 

Some years before his death Mr. Riis told’ 
Dr. Reisner that Mr. Roosevelt believed in the 
unique divinity of Jesus and in all the funda- 
mental doctrines of the church. 

*Roosevelt’s Religion, by Christian F. Reis- 
ner. 885 pp. May be secured by writing The 
Expositor. $2.50, postpaid. 


“It Pays to Advertise” — WHAT? 


REV. ROBERT C. HALLOCK, D. D., Valatie, N. Y. 


“It pays to advertise.” Everybody believes 
it; you hear it on all sides. The editors be- 
lieve it: not long since a Boston Sunday paper 
had a leading article upon a certain minister 
in which it said, “He believes that it pays to 
advertise, and his large audiences show the 
result.” Church administrators believe it: one 
leading denomination in this country em- 
ploys an advertising specialist to direct scien- 
tifically the advertising of all its churches. 
Christian business men believe it: in some 
cities co-operative organizations of far-seeing 
allies of the Church are paying for whole 
broadsides of religious propaganda in the 
daily press. Yes, practically the whole church 
today confesses with united voice its faith 
in advertising as an efficient agency in the 
spread of religion: “It pays the church to 
advertise.” , 

Now, we are not inviting a heresy trial 
by denying the Church’s creed; it certainly 
does pay to advertise—but WHAT? f 

The business man knows definitely what it 
is that he is spending his money to advertise: 
one is pushing a baking powder, another 2) 
vacuum sweeper, a third an automobile, a 
fourth a beauty lotion, a fifth a stump puller 
or a foot arch-support. They all know exact- 
ly what they are advertising, and they a 
cry, “It pays to advertise.” But has the 
Church as clear a conception? Indeed, as a 
matter of fact, is not religious advertising 
mainly scattering, inefficient, and the see 
ill-spent, because of uncertainty of aim? t 


pays the church to advertise’; but just what 
she is to advertise the church doesn’t seem to 
know. 

A somewhat comprehensive survey of cur- 
rent religious advertising will reveal a curious 
divergence of objective. When the business 
man says that it pays to advertise ask him, 
“To advertise what?’ Hear him answer in 
surprise, “To advertise what? Why, my 
brand of Shaving Cream, of course! What 
d’-you ’spose I’m pushing?” But- ask the 
church man the same question, and ten to one 
he simply doesn’t know what it is he is “push- 
ing.” 

One religious advertising authority says, 
“In every ad play up your preacher; display- 
type his striking sermon topics, write up his 
plans, feature his personality. He is the 
drawing card.” But ask that same spiritual 
preacher and he will say, “Not at all! Ad- 
vertise my church. Preachers come and x9, 
but the church abides. We want to build un 
this church in numbers, power, efficiency. It 
pays to advertise the church.” 

But yon co-operating group of wide-awake 
men are planning a campaign to advertise Re- 
ligion. They say, “We want to deal with fun- 
damental things; we are not going to adver- 
tise Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian churches. 
What the people need is to get back once 
more to religion; and if they do that they 
will decide for. themselves what church, if any, 
they will patronize.” And so their campaign 
“nushes” equally and indifferently all brands 


of religion, from Presbyterianism to Christian 
Science, from Methodism to Mormonism. 
“They are all of them religion, and religion is 
what the world needs.” : 

And thus do the views as to objectives in 
religious advertising differ. 

Well, isn’t it time that church people agree 
as to just what it is they propose to advertise? 
Ought not they to be as ready to give answer 
concrete, clear-cut, prompt as the one given 
by our shaving cream maker? And what ought 
that answer to be? 

Clearly, definitely, positively this: “To ad- 
vertise JESUS CHRIST!” 

It happens that though the writer of this 
article has seen much religious advertising in 
city, town and village, east and west, he has 
never seen a single inch of “display,” nor of 
“reading,” which avowediy and definitely ad- 
vertised that one “leader” we are “pushing”’ 
—JESUS CHRIST! Oh, indirectly, by impli- 
cation, and through suggestion, yes; but never 
once an avowed and brave-faced advertisement 

_of Jesus Christ himself. And so true is this 
that more than possibly readers of these words 
gasp a little at the very idea of starting out 
on an advertising campaign to “push” Jesus 
Christ. But why gasp? Isn’t Jesus Christ 
literally “all and in all’ and the Church’s 
whole “stock in trade,” the one thing we are 
set to push upon the attention of people every- 
where? And if religious advertising has any 
efficiency, will it not be most efficient when 
devoted to advertising the Church’s “Spe- 
cialty,” that One whom the world needs, whom 
the Church offers, and in whose redemptive 
effectiveness she has full and abiding confi- 
dence? 

No doubt it would be revolutionary, unheard 
of, and to many people amazing, if Christian 
ministers, churches, people should agree to say, 
“We are not here to advertise eloquent preach- 
ers, striking sermons, great choirs, special 
music, splendid churches, or even unique at- 
tractions, as religious movies, pageants, or 
drama sermons. Henceforth we will fittingly, 
reverently, worthily use the advertising 
columns of the daily papers; we will use cir- 
culars, handbills, fliers; we will use bulletin 
boards, window cards, office mottoes and all 
other worthy advertising methods; and we 
will use each one definitely and avowedly to 
advertise JESUS CHRIST!” 

What would happen if that were actually 
done? Suppose that the countless readers of 
daily papers should see on Saturday, instead 
of thinly veiled “puffs” for this and that 
brilliant preacher, and instead of bids from 
one and another church candidating for at- 
tendants on the morrow—suppose they should 
see, we say, columns and columns of “display 
ads” and of “reading notices,” all of them 
earnestly, sincerely, reverently advertising 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour of 
the world? 

Or suppose that even one church should be 
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given the grace, courage and devotion to be- 
gin to run such ads week after week. Would 
people say, “Irreverent, unbecoming, most ob- 
jectionable’? Why should they? Would not 
a man of the world be far more likely to ex- 
claim, “Well, there is one church that has at 
last got on to its job; wakened up to what it 
is here for! When I find a church and 
preacher that have religion enough to cut out 
self-interest and self-laudation and just start 
out to laud and glorify Jesus Christ, that is 
the church to which I am going, that is the 
preacher I want to hear!” 

But some one objects, “The idea sounds 
pious, but it seems like advertising the sun; 
and moreover, to carry it out reverently and 
effectively would be far more difficult than the 
present methods.” 

No need to advertise the sun, for every 
body knows it is up there and rejoices in its 
glorious rays! Right: but do they all know 
that the Sun of Righteousness, the Light of 
the world, is up there shining upon them, and 
do all rejoice in his blessed beams? Isn’t ke 
in actual fact “the unknown God” to millions 
all about the churches? Besides, a funda- 
mental principle of advertising is, “out of 
sight is out of mind,” and to sell my brand 
of shaving cream I must keep its name and 
fame endlessly before the people by means 
of ads. Just as truly “the Christ we forget” 
must ever be held up to the sight and 
thought of the world. 

But as for the “difficulty” of reverently and 
worthily advertising Jesus Christ—that is not 
doubted fer a moment! One can jauntily 
write up an ad for his church, an announce- 
ment of his striking sermon title, and even 
slip in a shrewdly worded “puff” for himself: 
but to write reverent, fitting, adequate ad- 
vertisements of the Lord Jesus, to commend 
Him to the hungry or heedless * world—that 
means “toil of heart and knees and hands!” 
Which is approval, instead of objections: for 
blessed would be the reaction upon ministers, 
church officers and people, if they thus thought 
and wrote, prayed and paid, to send out to the 
whole city a steady stream of inspiring, satis- 
fying, appealing, ennobling advertisements of 
Him whom we love, honor and adore, Divine 
Lord and the world’s Saviour, Jesus Christ the 
Crucified. 

What would be the reaction of such adver- 
tising, moreover, upon the newspapers them- 
selves that carried these ads? Might it not 
be that cynical newspaper men, who had long 
seen through the thinly veiled rivalries of the 
churches whose ads they had run each week, 
and had felt scorn of them, would begin to be 
conscious of a strange regard and reverence 
for churches that were “paying their good 
money” week after week just to advertise 
Jesus Christ? Might we not even see emerg- 
ing a cleaner, higher grade, more aspiring 
public press, when it had thus been summoned 
to witness for Jesus himself every week? 


And quite possibly circulation would increase 
and increase! 

But does any one venture to protest that we 
writers of the religious ads would run out of 
“copy” if we were to be thus limited to that 
one subject, JESUS CHRIST? Why, man, 
think a moment what you are saying! Con- 
sider what variety, what uniqueness, what 
perennial interest, what sustained effective- 
ness a trained ad writer puts into his work of 
explaining and extolling the merits of some 
simple article of personal or family use, as 
“Lux,” or “Ivory Soap,” or a “Victrola,”* or 
beautiful “Congoleum”; and would one dare 
to suggest that there is not enough in the Man, 
Christ Jesus to furnish continuous advertising 
“copy” and publicity appeal? There isn’t! 
Why, there is material enough to furnish 
fascinating “copy” for advertisements about 
Jesus Christ in every paper, every day, and 
in all the world, until the sun burns out into 
slag! And the advertisements themselves will 
be more widely read, attract more thoughtful 
attention, bring greater returns for time, 


thought, money invested, and will have more 
amazing and abiding results, than any adver- 
tising campaign that the business world has 
ever known. 

“Tell us how to do it. Write us some 
worthy samples of the kind of advertisements 
you mean!” Well, would not the minister, the 
church, undertaking such plan want to think 
out, pray out, live out their own program and 
ideals? But that which I greatly desire to do 
is to write a religious “short story,” or a drama 
sermon story, picturing the actual operation 
and outcome when a consecrated minister and 
his modern church, frankly accepting God’s 
promise, “Them that honor me I will honor,” 
and likewise Christ’s own declaration, “If any 
man serve me, him will my Father honor,” 
should adopt and carry out to the limit this 
great principle that it pays to advertise 
JESUS CHRIST; and not only pays, but is 
the Church’s highest, holiest duty, whether it 
pays or not. But this is beyond present limits 
of time and space; possibly in a later contri- 
bution concrete suggestions will be offered. 


Impromptu Listeners 


REV. FRED SMITH, Newton, Kansas 


Of the woeful results of impromptu preach- 
ing we preachers have, as a rule, heard enough 
and to spare. Yet there are some who have 
not attained to the wisdom of Mark Twain 
who declared that he made his best impromptu 
speeches after two weeks’ preparation. I 
sometimes wonder, however, if our people have 
heard enough of impromptu listening. By this 
designation I do not mean those people who 
“drop in” at the services of a church and are 
the incidental listeners at one service, here 
today and gone tomorrow. Rather am I think- 
ing of those faithful adherents of the church 
who are to be found in their own place 
unfailingly every Sabbath day. To me it was 
more than strange how little some of these 
people knew after so many years of the Scrip- 
tures and essential Christianity until I began 
to think about it. And then the conclusion be- 
came plain. The defect could be charged up 
to their impromptu listening. 

Many otherwise good people have never 
learned the elementary truth that the worth 
of a sermon is not made evident unless there 
are prepared hearers as well as a prepared 
preacher. And this same fact has not dented 
the consciousness of as many preachers as 
one could wish. For it is upon the preacher 
that the duty rests largely of bringing this 
fact to the attention of his hearers. It is too 
much for any preacher to expect from his 
congregation sustained attention unless he had 
first made the task as easy as possible. Yet, 
though in diminishing degree, there are preach- 
ers who never give their congregation an ink- 
ling of the sermon theme until they announce 
their text, and even then some have to be 


their motives. 
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charged with the sin of omission. And then 
with a naivete that is wonderful they expect 
a people, many of whom are untrained in the 
art of sequential thinking, to follow them 
through a discourse of thirty minutes’ dura- 
tion without any previous announcement as 
to the theme to be preached upon, save that 
it would be a religious one. It is hardly to be 
wondered at that the results are often de- 
plorable rather than divine. 

This is the justification, I had almost said 
the necessity, of the Bulletin Board and the 
newspaper announcement. I remember a cer- 
tain discussion in the Publicity Section of the 
World’s Sunday School Convention held at 
Kansas City wherein one of the speakers men- 
tioned that in some of the city papers of which 
he was religious editor they were considering 
the refusal of space to those ministers who 
did not advertise the themes of their dis- 
courses. It was ground well taken. I have 
heard all the arguments “pro” and “con” with 
regard to the advisablity of announcing one’s 
sermon themes, and victory remains with 
“pro.” 

Let the minister who is yet un-persuaded of 
this habit, and who is not wholly absorbed in 
his own preaching, observe his people as he 
discourses to them of divine things, and he 
will learn much to his own edification. He 
will observe that while most of his congrega- 
tion are in the attitude of listening, some of 
them are not “at attention.” It is their cus- 
tom to be present, and so they listen impromp- 
tu style. His words are making no appreciable 
impression upon their memory, much less upon 
As one minister wittily said: 


“In my church some of the people go to sleep 
with their eyes open.” It is so easy when one 
forms the church going habit to sit in the seat 
of the slothful and listen with effortless lan- 
guor. It is for this reason that it is proper 
for the minister to use every legitimate device 
that shall arouse the interest, curiosity and 
expectancy of his people that shall aid them 
in becoming interested listeners and not merely 
impromptu ones. The message of the radio 
does not “get across” unless the receiver as 
well as the transmitter is in good working 
order. And in that fact we have a significant 
parable for preachers. 

The reason why some good people “having 
ears, hear not” is due to the fact that they 
give the sermon no forethought, and when 
that is the case it is not hard to understand 
why it should receive so little afterthought. 
Happy is the preacher who has a congregation 
of good listeners. He is like to a man who 
sows good seed on good land. 

A further thing of worth is that the 
preacher himself shall give forethought to 
the so-called preliminaries of the service 
as they are related to the sermon. With- 
out allowing his services to become too 
stereotyped let him see that Scripture and 
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hymn are as stepping stones to the message 
of the day. To choose one’s hymns and Serip- 


ture haphazardly is to unconsciously make it 
easy for the congregation to become impromptu 
listeners. While the servant is busy here and 
there in the preliminaries their attention is 
dissipated. It should be focused. Some years 
ago I attended a service at which Dr. Gun- 
saulus was the preacher. I was an incidental 
listener that day but not an impromptu one. 
Had I not known of the fame of the preacher 
it could not have been otherwise. The congre- 
gational hymns had evidently not been chosen 
for their bearing on the sermon theme in this 
particular case, but Scripture and choir an- 
them and solo all were directive avenues lead- 
ing to the climactic message. Very interest- 
ing and very apposite was the reading of part 
of Browning’s Saul during the preliminary ser- 
vice. Then came the sermon. We were pre- 
pared. We were interested. And we became 
informed and inspired. Brother minister, I 
know you need no exhortation from me as to 
the preparation of yourself with regard to 
your preaching, but have you given thought 
enough to the related and complementary mat- 
ter of the preparation of your hearers? It 
is a thing worthy of your consideration. 


How We Raised the Church Debt 


REV. GEORGE MONROE MORELAND, Pikesville, Tenn. 


Among the hills of South-west Virginia nes- 
tles the town of Pocahontas with a popula- 
tion of about five thousand whose chief source 
of livelihood is coal mining. The larger per- 
centage of realty and improvements are vested 
in the corporate mining company. 

Near the center of the business district on 
a large corner lot stands a commodious church 
dedicated to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. The foundation, at the time of con- 
struction, was elevated about four feet, pre- 
sumedly to meet the possible future change 
in street elevation. Later the established 
grade, necessitated by growth and develop- 
ment, rendered the elevation inadequate, leav- 
ing the church four feet under street level. 
At the rear of the lot a mountain stream 
coursed its way. The channel of this stream 
had been changed and otherwise so obstructed 
that while swollen with snow and rain thrice 
it had entered the church, damaging building 
and furnishings to the amount of hundreds 
of dollars as well as rendering unsightly and 
unsafe. 

At this juncture I became pastor, There 
was a membership of sixty, for the most part 
miners living in rented property with little 
more than sufficient income to meet daily ne- 
cessities. Discouragement largely possessed 
and depressed this band of worshipers. ‘ The 
condition of the building furnished a pretext 
to a not over-zealous public, for justifying 
and cultivating an indifference that had de- 
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veloped into neglect and, in most instances, — 


abandonment. 

After a sufficient lapse of time for identi- 
fying myself with the life and customs of the 
town and familiarizing myself with the state 
of the membership, official and otherwise, I 
gave myself to a personal study of this condi- 
tion, taking an inventory of possible resources. 
A system of careful interjection of the pro- 
cured facts and conditions into private and 
public intercourse was steadily pursued. A 
strenuous effort was made to fix in the public 
mind the relation and proper estimate of the 
church to the individual, home and public life, 
hoping to develop a recognition of the influence 
and value of the church in the past and to 
associate its success with the future hopes 
and aspirations of the city. Publie and pri- 


vate appeal was directed to the development — 


of a sense of responsibility, desirability, and 
possibility. 

One afternoon as I sat with a friend in- 
directly but intently pursuing the one end, 
namely, of arousing public interest and co- 
operation, a stranger approached us. Address- 
ing himself to me he said: 
preacher of the Methodist Church?” I replied: 
“T have that honor.” Upon my intimation of 
willingness to serve him he made the following 
disclosure: “I understand you want to raise 
your church and if so I want to help you do 
it.” After an affirmation of the correctness of 
his view and recounting some reasons why we 


“Are you the . 
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had not launched the enterprise the stranger 


disappeared as impromptu as he came, and 


without disclosing his name. 


This, “I want to help you” was the first 
fruitage of the initial campaign. It echoed 
and re-echoed in my mind during the hours 
following, becoming the signal of advance and 
the fulerum for the entire campaign. 


Next day was spent in locating this stranger 
und getting an interpretation of his desire to 
help and a committal in the form of a certi- 
fied pledge. When the search was rewarded 
and we were acquainted, formally, I made 
known to him the emotions stirred and the 
hope born by his offer. I expressed to him 
my wish to ascertain to what extent and in 
what manner he would contribute to the under- 
taking, stating that it was necessary for me 
to have a tangible leverage with which to lift 
the situation out of, “It can’t be done.” 


Responding to this suggestion he stated 
that he was.a “Jew” and the owner of the lot 
adjoining the church, and that it was upon 
purely a business basis he made the proffer as 
the church was an “eyesore.” 


I pointed out to him the incentive to my 
officials and the inspiration to the public at 
large that would follow from an initial liberal 
contribution. After a moment of meditation 
he said: “If you secure and deposit in the bank 
two hundred and fifty dollars, I will guarantee 
a like amount.” 


An option of five days was secured on the 
proposal and by faith I accepted the challenge 
on the spot. Immediately the Official Board 
was asked to meet, before whom I reviewed 
the crisis in our church, stressing that the 
hour had struck for movement, personally 
vouching for two hundred fifty dollars on the 
condition that the members of the Board 
would immediately execute and discount their 
personal note for an equal amount. Under the 
inspiration they arose to the occasion. The 
rote was drawn, signed and the money placed 
on depos't. 

Provided with this deposit slip I went in 
search of the friendly “Jew” for the purpose 
of closing the option. On evidence of the 
deposit by the Official Board, true to his pro- 
mise, he drew his check for a like amount. 

Every moment was full of promise; the 
plan had carried, the project was launched. 
In less than two hours the plan for raising 
the church to an elevation of one foot above 
the street level was submitted to a contractor. 
The bid was five hundred dollars for jacking 
up and placing on blocks. It was immediately 
rejected, as we purposed to set the building 
on stone pillars. As we turned away from the 
contractor he submitted us a proposition for 
the raising of the building upon the condition 
that he be allowed immediately to move the 
necessary machinery and men to. the job, since 
he had the men and machinery iu waitine for 
4 decision concerning a bid for a new depot 


at this point. The only monetary stipulation 
being that we pay the actual expense of the 
labor. This proposal was accepted. Within 
three days the jacks, tackles and timbers were 
placed on the lot. This movement was public 
announcement and gave wide circulation of 
our. purpose. It aroused interest and in- 
creased sympathy was immediately imminent. 
The following Sunday morning announcemen* 
of our purpose and plan was made and that 
the work would proceed without interruption 
of the regular weekly services. No public col- 
lection was taken, no subscription was solicited, 
simply a statement that friendly assistance 
in contributions would be highly appreciated. 

We felt reasonably certain that our present 
resources would reach the original limit of our 
project, namely, the elevation of the building 
and construction of rock piers. When jack- 
screws were under it was found that sills and 
joist ends affected by the water were so de- 
cayed as to necessitate replacement. Undis- 
mayed, we proceeded. The building steadily 
approached the appointed level and the stone 
was being placed. Resources became ex-- 
hausted, work ceased. Personally, I remained 
on the ground. Inquiries came from many 
sources concerning cause for delay. “Lack of 
funds,” was the reply.. A flow of checks and 
cash from passersby and interested friends 
replenished the treasury and work was re- 
sumed. Thus cessation and renewal of opera- 
tion succeeded each other until at last the 
building rested on stone piers at the specified 
level. 

The stilted and unsightly appearance now 
conspired to assist the movement. Past 
achievement nerved the arm and gave sufficient 
latitude to faith to inspire further improve- 
ment. The people having a mind to work a 
movement was soon under way to grade the 
lot up to the street level. This undertaking 
enlisted the interest of the municipal corpora- 
tion and mining company whose contributions, 
in labor and material, amounted to five hun- 
dred dollars—making possible the completion 
of the grade. 

Pride was now in control and “paint” was 
the password that made available material 
and labor for complete renovation of the build- 
ing within and without. 

Congregations increased, a revival followed 
and general public interest was greatly aug- 
mented. 

Encouraged by the improved conditions the 
little band of church workers immediately 
provided a iron fence sufficient to enclose the 
two exposed sides of the lot. 

When completed data was submitted we 
found that the original five hundred dollars 
had multiplied five times. 


A divine inspiration, a well laid plan, a 
widely advertised need, a distributed sense of 
responsibility and the timely seizure of oppor- 


tunity met a difficult situation, 


Keeping “Elim” in the “Preliminaries” 


REV. HENRY H. BARSTOW, D. D., Auburn, N. Y. 


In a reeent number of The Expositor an in- 
vitation was extended to its readers to send 
in suggestions on how to make the “prelimin- 
aries” to the sermon worth while. Attention 
was called to an article in the May Atlantic 
Monthly by Herbert H. Horwell dealing with 
the subject under the caption, “The Preacher’s 
Handicap.” I had already read it with min- 
gled satisfaction and disappointment: satis- 
faction because it stated a difficulty that had 
often weighed on my own soul; disappoint- 
ment because it seemed to offer no adequate 
solution. That difficulty, in a word, is how to 
make the service of worship as a whole both 
instructive and inspiring; how to make it meet 
the religious needs of those who attend, and 
thereby attracts a larger attendance of those 
who realize their religious needs. 


The article in the Atlantic seems to have 
been written on the assumption that the ser- 
mon is the main feature of the service—an 
idea commonly taken for granted. If people 
attend church it is because they find the ser- 
mon interesting and helpful. If they stay 
away it is generally because they find it lack- 
ing in interest and helpfulness. The rest of 
the service is “preliminaries,” merely a sort 
of sculptural approach or vestibule to the 
main edifice. If that be the ideal conception 
then by all means let us accept the modern 
view of a good speech and “get into the middle 
of things at once.” A surgical operation is 
the only cure for the prevailing malady. Cut 
out the vermiform appendices of song, prayer, 
etc. Of course we must have the offering or 
something equally effective. Give the preach- 
er forty-five minutes, or more, if he wants it 
for a real lecture on his theme, and let it go at 
that. 

Few people, either ministers or laymen, are 
ready for that sort of a program. The minis- 
ters would object for many reasons, chief of 
which would be the obvious difficulty of pre- 
senting each week an address worth while of 
that character and length; the laymen would 
object we suspect for the same reason. Es- 
tablished customs, however futile they may at 
times become, nevertheless have behind them 
fundamental reasoning of some sort, and this 
is true of the customary forms of public wor- 
ship. The religious needs of the people are 
not completely provided for by a sermon or 
lecture however ably it may be presented or 
however full of interesting and helpful ma- 
terial it may be. The “preliminaries” must be 
vitalized, not abandoned. 

If the reader will turn to Exodus 15:27 he 
will find this passage: “And they came to 
Elim, where there were twelve springs of 
water, and threescore and ten palm trees: 
and they camped there by the waters.” Israel 
had jjust passed Marah where only bitter waters 
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flowed, that had to be sweetened by special 
means. Elim represented naturally refresh- 
ing and benignant conditions. The incident 
nas become a common parable for represent- 
ing the Marah-like conditions of daily life, and 
the Elim-like relief of the Sabbath worship. 
A familiar hymn puts it concisely: 
Traveling to the better land 
O’er the desert’s scorching sand, 
Father! let me grasp thy hand; 
Lead me on, lead me on! 
“When at Marah, parched with heat, 
I the sparkling fountain greet, 
Make the bitter water sweet; 
Lead me on! 
“When the wilderness is drear, 
Show me Elim’s palm-groves near, 
And her wells, as crystal clear: 
Lead me on!” 


Now, if the reader will permit so violent 
a literary device, I would like to call attention 
to what would happen to that word “prelim- 
inaries” if the syllables “elim’’ were elimin- 
ated. Incidentally it might be observed in 
passing that the main trouble with our church 
use of “preliminaries” is their failure to pro- 
vide Elim-like refreshment. With “elim” 
omitted the word becomes “prin-aries,” a to- 
tally meaningless word—until you look it up 
a bit. If the reader will turn to his Standard 
Dictionary under the word “prin,” (look at 
the bottom of the page in the list of rare and 
obsolete forms,) he will see it referred to as 
an obsolete variation on the word “preen.” 
Turning to the word “preen” we find it refers 
to a bird trimming or dressing its feathers. 
When used of humanity it means “slicking 
one’s self up.” As a noun it refers to an 
ornament, something of “triflling value.” 

Hence when “elim” is left out of “prelimin- 
aries” it leaves a word that suggests things 
of trifling value, efforts at artificial self-adorn- 
ment, what in more modern phrasing would 
be called “window dressing.” The average 
minister, quite familiar with the ordinary 
“opening exercises” of public worship, will need 
no elaborate explanation as to the proper 
application of this bit of monkeying with the 
dictionary. It conforms to no recognized 
standards of literary or lexicographical exe- 
gesis, but it makes up perhaps in vividness 
what it lacks in veracity. 

The real problem, therefore, before the 
minister in conducting public worship is to 
keep “Elim” in the “preliminaries;” to make 
the whole service spiritually refreshing and 
inspiring, with the sermon taking its proper 
place as part of the program, not as the main 
objective. This of course has always been the 
purpose ideally, though not always the aim 
practically. The difficulty has been to make | 
it function in each particular service. Our | 


temptation is to depend on an order of ser 
vice which shall include parts that are in- 
tended to provide for worship, petition, inspir- 
ation and instruction, but which often defeats 
these high ends and bores the people. These 
are more or less standardized and stereotyped. 
Certainly they are too familiar to need repeat- 
ing here. Our slavery to this sort of thing is 
reflected in the Calendars that most churches 
use. Two-thirds of the valuable space is used 
in printing this order of service with more or 
less detailed matter conerning hymn numbers, 
choir and organ selections, etc.; in a word a 
list of things that are to be done on that 
Sunday and that are to be done every Sun- 
day. Why waste all that good space on matter 
that nine-tenths of the congregation knows 
already and much of which*will be repeated 
from the pulpit. Many calendars are conduc- 
ted with a barrenness and futility that is a 
faithful reflection of the glaring lack of 
imagination and human interest that marks 
the service itself. Mr. Horwell’s article in the 
Atlantic is very much to the point in this 
respect. 

What is the remedy? How can “Elim” be 
kept in the “preliminaries?” I believe the first 
answer must be a confession of sin on the part 
of the minister himself. If the sermon has 
come to eclipse in the minds of the people 
the rest of the service it is because the minis- 
ter has too often allowed himself to fall in 
with the laymen, and by putting most of his 
preparation time on the sermon correspond- 
ingly to belittle the other parts of worship, 
petition and inspiration. Certainly if speak- 
ing to the people demands careful attention 
and preparation, leading them in their speak- 
ing to God and their spiritual adjustment to 
him demands far more. The sermon must not 
be belittled but the “preliminaries” must be 
exalted. This means chiefly much speaking 
to God ourselves before we enter the pulpit, 
Plenty of this together with careful and 
minute planning of every turn in the service, 
and much spiritual adjustment as well. 
will invariably be felt by the people and will 
be the best possible preparation for a “power- 
ful sermon.” f 

Another most important factor in making 
the whole service effective from the “Call 
to Worship” to the “Benediction” and “Seven- 
fold Amen” is that the minister shall clearly 
define in his own mind some definite objective 
for the whole service. Let him ask himself 
the questions, “What do I want to accomplish 
in this service?”—“What spiritual advance do 
I want to attain in my people?”—“ What Chris- 
tian work do I want to get done ?”—What 
- wrong tendency do I want to check and offset? 
Beware of the questions, “What truth do I 
want to emphasize?”—‘‘What subject do I 
want to talk about?”—“What doctrine do I 
want to explain?” Define the objective in 
terms of human need or kingdom promotion 
and then employ truth, subjects or doctrine to 
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that end. A careful study of the prea hin 
of Christ and the teaching oF Paul will oe 
that this is always their method. When 
preaching concerns the pulpit rather than the 
pew both suffer loss. 

The same is true of the “preliminaries”— 
abominable word! Let us drop it right here! 
I mean that when the minister under the 
guidance of the Spirit of God has defined his 
objective then let him make everything in 
the service contribute to its acomplishment. 
Some of us will be mightily surprised to dis- 
cover what a vast difference that simpie point 
of view will make with the whole matter. A 
lawyer once summed up the case thus: “A 
minister has a subject; a lawyer has an ob-. 
ject.” Let us learn wisdom from the children 
of this world. 

As to the detailed planning of a service per- 
mit me to present one that I used recently 
that illustrates the point. It was in June 
last and my objective was to get the people 
in my congregation to fortify themselves 
against the temptations of the vacation period 
by the maintenance of regular habits of per- 
sonal devotion and Christian service, I chose 
the theme, “A Continuous Sense of Christian 
Vocation—How Maintain it in Vacation?” 
The sermon was nothing more elaborate than 
an earnest emphasis upon the value of using 
the Sabbath, attending the church, feeding 
on the Bible, and keeping up the prayer life. 
I compared them to the hoe, the hose, the 
cultivator, etc., that we use in keeping up our 
summer gardens; impressing the fact that 
Christian life must like a garden be contin- 
ually cultivated if vegetables rather than 
weeds are to be gathered from it. 

I planned every step in the service around 
that idea. The call to worship was “I was 
glad when they said unto me let us go into 
the house of the Lord, etc.” Psalm 122:1. 
Following the Doxology was an invocation 
that emphasized our need of God and an ap- 
peal for his personal fulfilment of that need 
during that hour. The anthem following 
fitted well, and the Responsive Lesson taken 
from Psa. 119 emphasized most pointedly the 
worshipper’s delight in God’s word, in prayer 
and in spiritual meditation. I did not fail to 
call the attention of the congregation to this 
point in the reading and asked them to note 
its peculiar interest and significance. The 
pastoral prayer attempted to lead the minds of 
the people away from the joys and pleasures 
of common life and physical being to those of 
the higher life, thanking the Father for his 
day, his house, his word and chiefly himself. 
The hymn following was the old favorite, “T 
love thy kingdom, Lord, the house of thine 
abode, etc.” In it are emphasized all of these 
means of grace. Following the announce- 
ments and offertory was used ee favor- 
i n as a prayer before the sermon, 
Boe eau the bread of life, dear Lord, to 
me.” By the way I have handed over to a 


capable layman the giving out of notices. He 
does it in a much more business like way 
than I do. I occasionally emphasize some one 
special matter if necessary, but spare myself 
the distraction usually attendant on that func- 
tion. We use no Calendar whatever. Have 
abandoned it after using it for several years. 

I have long employed the practice of defer- 
ring the Scripture lesson until just before 
the sermon, thus bringing the whole ministry 
of instruction together. It enables me to 
combine the Scripture and the sermon and 
make both much more effective. I have suf- 
ficiently indicated the nature of the sermon. 
For the Scripture lesson I simply referred the 
people back to the Responsive Lesson, from 
which I took as a text the 43rd and 44th 
verses putting the emphasis on the word “con- 
tinually.” The closing hymn which is always 
made a part of the sermon was Wesley’s 
“Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I go, etc.,” 
which most fittingly makes of the theme a 
matter of personal consecration, Prayer and 


benediction follow the hymn. I do not know 
how far I succeeded in accomplishing my ob- 
jective, but I do know that nothing was left 
undone to that end. Everything even the pas- 
toral prayer was carefully thought out and 
prayed through before entering the pulpit. 
Of course there is nothing new or original 
in all this. My only contention is that the 
service of public worship demands these fea- 


: ¢ 
: 
: 


tures in order to be complete, not as a prepar- — 


ation for the sermon—never merely that—but 
as integral and equally important parts of 


a cohesive, constructive and definitely directed © 


whole. The choir can be led to get the spirit 
of this if dealt with in the spirit of coopera- 
tion. I happen to have a young people’s choir 
with whom I always have prayer before en- 
tering the chutch. They like it and are 
splendid helpers. They too are more con- 
cerned with “Elim” than with “prin-aries.” 
The answer to Mr. Horwell’s problem lies with 
the ministers. No one else can solve it for 
him. 


The Preacher in the Pew 


REV. TITUS LEHMANN, Jackson, Missouri 


It was rather early on Sunday morning as 
the preacher directed his steps toward the 
church auditorium. He sat down in one of 
the pews to meditate and pray for a little 
time. The quiet of the sacred house of God 
was conducive to both thought and prayer. 
. Like a flash it came upon him. Here the 
preacher is sitting in his own pew, now let 
him listen to himself and hear what he has 
to say. He saw himself standing up in the 
pulpit and wondered what the preacher in the 
pew would think about his preaching Sunday 
after Sunday. 


The Pew Looking for Simplicity 


In imagination the preacher in the pew 
looked about. He saw the people sitting next 
to him in the pews. Over there was a poor 
old widow, with good heart, but scanty edu- 
cation. Across the aisle sat the banker. A 
little further on the high school professor. 
Back there sat the clerk, also some of the 
young men and women who were attending 
universities. Over on that side a pew was 
occupied by a factory worker, there by another, 
a day laborer. The preacher in the pew said 
to himself, How can I ever preach to such 
a motley array of people? I can never do 
justice to all of them. 

He recalled some of those flowery sermons 
of former days. ‘Then he thought of those 
times when he felt that he must reveal his 
Greek and Hebrew, quoting in his sermons. 
Again he thought of that simple washer-wo- 
man: What did she get out of a sermon like 
that? Could he at the same time offer some- 
thing to those who were well educated? 
Where could one strike the happy medium? 
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Then the preacher in the pew recalled a slur 
that had been cast upon his preaching when 
some one antagonistic to him had said, “You 
preach so simply that even a child can under- 
stand it.” That meant to him a compliment, 
than none greater could have been paid. He 
thought of Jesus who took the commonest of 
every-day things, the sweeping of the house, 
tilling of the soil, losing of a coin, and used 
such to convey deepest spiritual truths. Deep- 
est thoughts can be expressed in simplest 
words, if the preacher has the mastery of his 
subject and is in touch with people. 


People Looking for Authority 


The preacher in the pew had at one time 
questioned his congregation as to what ser- 
mons appealed to them most. Some said prac- 
tical sermons, others preferred the emotional 
kind. The young folks liked illustrations, 


business men the short epigramic sentences. | 


So the preacher in the pew felt that these 
gave him no real criterion. Underneath all 


these answers he seemed to feel that the pew 


was looking for authority. The people were 
looking for a message from God. He who 
speaks in the name of God wields a tremen- 
dous power. He has a mission. He has a 
sense of vocation. 

The preacher in the pew thought of some 
who habitually sit in those pews who do not 
read very much. They therefore are not in 
touch with the various thought movements of 
the day. To them the doubts that seemed to 
be sweeping the world did not exist. It even 
seemed to the preacher in the pew that most 
of these doubts in reality existed only in the 
mind of theologians, that the average man had 


ae 
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‘ 


been left out of the reckoning. The average 
man must come to his own. The man of the 
street must be considered. The problems that 
perplex the every-day man, these must be dealt 
with. Then the sermon will not deal with dry 
as dust theories, mere speculations, lifeless 


- doctrines, but will be vital with the simplicity 


of life. The assurance of the message of Jesus 
Christ is the authority the pew is looking for. 

On the other hand the preacher in the pew 
thought of some who habitually sat in the 
pew who were in touch with all that was go- 
ing on. They read magazines and papers. 
They are familiar with the movements in re- 
ligious circles. Had the preacher in the pew 
kept young? Was he in touch with present 
day facts? Or had he in autocratic manner, 
and conceited tone, in superficial way said, 
That is all bosh. All these questions of 
science, the problems of today are aside from 
the real Christian issue? Did the preacher in 


_ the pew enter into these searchings in the light 


‘from his thoughts. 


of the teachings and the personality of the 
God-man, Jesus? Then the sermon would be 
an expression of the heart. Then that God- 
given authority would be back of it. 

The Pew is Looking for Self-revelation 

The preacher in the pew could not get away 
They carried him on. 
Again he thought of the “crowd” of people 
in the pews. He had a part in their joys, 
their hopes, fears, pains. He felt that he was 
part of their lives, part of another man’s life! 
Then it came over him with awe that the pew 
was looking for self-revelation. It wanted 


some one to interpret its feelings, desires, 
s@archings and experiences. It needs and 
wants satisfaction for its soul. He felt that 
he must become more human. He must 
dream that dream that all men are brothers 
and sharers of each other’s destinies. The 
words of Bishop C. Brent in his book on 
“Leadership” came to him, “A leader is one 
who contracts the crowd into himself, into the 
span of his own personality. He gets to 
understand its limitations, its antagonisms, 
its passions, its virtues. He becomes one with 
the crowd, feels with it, until it feels him en- 
tering its being at every opening. The great- 
est leader is the one who has the ability to 
help the weakest and the most neglected.” A 
new vision came over the preacher in the pew, 
as he realized that the pew was looking, search- 
ing for God. 

All at once the preacher in the pew looked 
up and saw Jesus in the pulpit. He buried 
his face in his hands, as he said to himself, 
That is what the pew is looking for—Jesus. 
Do I represent the Master Sunday after Sun- 
day in that pulpit? Do I give the Christ to 
the people? That Christ who can meet the 
needs of all? Do I give Him who has modern 
ideals, who meets modern needs, who gives a 
modern solution for people in all walks of life 
and for all their problems? 

He was aroused from his reveries by the 
early-comers to the church services. He 
greeted them with a new light in his eye and 
with a determination in his heart to be the 
preacher in the pew at all times. 


The Minister in Sick Room and Home of Sorrow 


REY. J. ELMER RUSSELL, D. D., Binghamton, N. Y. 


The true minister of Christ will bear upon 
his mind what the sick of his congregation 
and their families are bearing in their bodies 
and upon their hearts. He will be eager to 


- do anything possible to assist recovery or to 


_ bring patience, courage and hope to the sick 


and those who long for their restoration. 
In the case of contagious sickness where 


the minister is kept away by the quarantine 


he can express his good wishes by sending a 


note, or flowers, or, in the case of children, 


some toy or puzzle. When it comes to sending 
flowers to the sick, however, a minister must 
be careful about establishing a precedent which 
he may not be able to keep up on account of 
the expense. 

There are cases of critical illness where the 
physician does not wish any one outside of the 
home to see the patient. In such a case a 


a pastor can still minister to the anxious family 
and by them send his greeting to the sick room. 


It must always be remembered that the doctor 
and not the minister is responsible for the 
care of the sick. The minister must be scrup- 
ulously loyal to the physician in charge. Even 
if he does not have a very high opinion of the 
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physician’s ability he must refrain from any 
remarks about the doctor or his way of hand- 
ling the case which would tend to cause the 
patient to lose confidence in him. 

It is the mission of the minister to cooperate 
with the doctor by bringing such cheer into 
the sick room that the medicine and the care 
the patient is receiving shall be more effective. 
To this end let it be said with emphasis that 
the call in the sick room should be brief. More- 
over when the minister leaves the sick he 
should indulge in no whispered conversations 
with the family, lest the patient will begin to 
think his illness is more serious than he has 
been told. The minister’s face and voice and 
manner in the sickroom should be sunshiny 
and yet he should not treat the illness as of 
no account. It is serious enough to the pa- 
tient. In most cases a seriously sick man 
will welcome prayer, if it is suggested as a 
means of aiding restoration to health, and 
not as fitting him for possible death. If the 
patient wishes to talk about his own spiritual 
life let the minister reply as the Spirit of God 
shall guide. Let it be remembered, however, 
that the sick have other interests than religion. 


Especially when convalescing they relish di- 
verting and amusing incidents about what is 
going on in the world. , 

When it comes to chronic invalids the dan- 
ger is that they will be forgotten by the church. 
A part of the pastor’s ministry to them will 
be to keep them before the thought of the 
church so that from time to time they will 
receive calls and sunshine boxes and postal 
card showers. Circumstances must decide how 
often a call should be made upon the sick. 
In case of critical illness there should be daily 
inquiry in person or by telephone. In less 
serious illness a call once a week may be 
enough. Probably once a month will be as 
often as most ministers will be able to call 
upon chronic invalids and shut-ins. A minis- 
ter who does not wish to have a spoiled con- 
gregation should not make it a practice to call 
upon those only slightly indisposed. 

In these days when the healing power of 
religion is being stressed in many quarters a 
minister may be tempted to emphasize healing 
in his own pastoral work. But while there 
are undoubtedly gifts of healing a minister 
should not assume without very positive evi- 
dence that the gift of healing is one of his 
gifts. 

To every minister there comes the privilege 
of talking with some saintly man or woman 
who is soon to be absent from the body and 
at home with the Lord, and who rejoices in 
the prospect and is eager to speak with the 
minister about the approaching journey into 
the unseen. From such a call a minister will 
return feeling that he has been standing at 
the very gates of heaven. 

In the Home of Sorrow 

As soon as possible after a minister hears 
of a death in one of the homes of the congre- 
gation he serves he should call. A pastor of 
large experience used to advise his younger 
brethren to “beat the undertaker.” Where 
there is serious illness a minister will naturally 
keep in touch with the sickroom. Where the 
death is unexpected the officers and members 
of the church should be so well trained that 
some will promptly let him know of the death. 

Even if those bereaved do not for the mo- 
ment feel like seeing the minister or any one 
outside of the family they will be grateful to 
know that he has called, especially as he 
brings not only his personal sympathy but 
also the sympathy of the church. Ordinarily 
this first call should be brief, unless circum- 
stances seem to require a longer stay. If those 
in sorrow wish to tell the whole sad story of 
their affliction, as often happens, they will 
be glad to have their pastor lend a sympath- 
etic ear. Whether prayer should be offered 
the minister’s spiritual tact must decide. 

Either at the first call or at a succeeding: 
one arrangements for the funeral should be 
discussed. A tactful way to introduce the 
subject, if it is not mentioned by the family, 
is for the minister to inquire whether the time 
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for the funeral has yet been decided upon. 
While the minister should always be ready 
to assist in making arrangements for the fun- 
eral it will be wise for him to assume re- 
sponsibility for as few details as possible. So 
he is protected from criticism if there is a 
hitch anywhere. The undertaker will arrange 
for the bearers and automobiles. Some mem- 
ber of the family can best secure singers if 
music is desired. 

Regarding the funeral service itself sim- 
plicity, brevity and dignity should be its char- 
acteristics. There are manuals for ministers 
which contain appropriate rituals. If remarks 
are desired they should be few, giving some 
little word of appreciation of the departed but 
without fulsome eulogy, together with the 
comforting assurance of God’s loving care and 
the Christian’s hope of immortality. The long 
drawn out and harrowing funeral sermon 
should be absolutely tabu. “Sob” tones and 
words are out of place. Every word of the 
minister both in his prayer and in his remarks 
should make it easier for those who mourn to 
maintain their self-control. Singing is in- 
creasingly omitted at funerals because of the 
severe strain it puts upon already overwrought 
feelings. Fifteen or twenty minutes is long 
enough for the usual funeral service. Where 
the life of the dead has been one of reproach 
some general message may be spoken, but 
usually there is something good which can be 
said. It is very poor taste, to say the least, 
to use the occasion of a funeral to preach at 
those who are seldom at any other time with- 
in sound of a minister’s voice. 

Within a few days after the funeral the 
minister should call, and it is a gracious thing 
for him to remember the anniversary of the 
death with a letter or a call. Concerning the 
acceptance of funeral fees the customs of min- 
isters differ. One distinguished minister re- 
fused to accept a funeral fee under any con- 
sideration wishing to make emphatic that here 
was one service which the church was asked to 
render for which no financial return could be 
made. A very large number of ministers re- 
fuse funeral fees whenever they can do so 
without causing embarrassment, especially 
when called to minister to homes of sorrow 
within their own congregations. They crave 
the privilege of doing all they can for the 
sorrowing without any honorarium. 

(Note: Some would differ slightly with the 
writer in this matter. They would say to 
never seek a fee but never refuse one. It is 
difficult to refuse and not give offence. The 
implication may be that the minister thinks 
the people poor and cannot afford it. We know 
a minister of a prominent church who always 
accepts with thanks saying, “I will use it to 
do good in some way I know you will approve, 
or that will honor your deceased loved one.” 
He says he declines when he can if the people 
are really very poor. It is not to be forgotten 
that the fee given the minister usually comes 


:. 


-- 


out of the estate of the deceased and it is 


_ right and in accord with previous intention 
that the minister should receive it. 


In these days the better class of undertakers 
attend to the matter for the family. In this 
case it is the minister’s duty to write a note of 
appreciation to the people and in this he can 


say he will use the money in some way of doing 
good he knows they will approve. He can well 
use the money in some of his many ways of 
giving to the church, to charity or even buy 
books and mark them in memory of the person 
for whose sake the money was given.—Eds.) 


Golden Memories: A Song-Story Meditation 


Very Suggestive for an Evening Church Service 
REY. E. K. RESLER, Scranton, Kansas 


(The story has to do with the life and work 
of the minister, but contains also many valu- 
able incidental lessons.—Ed.) 


Most of the hymns used in this service are 


found in “Sunday School Voices” and Pente- 


costal Hymns, Nos. 1 and 2, by Hope Publish- 
ing Co., Chicago, and in “The Victory,” 
“Hymns of the Heart” and “Sunday School 
Praises,” Abingdon Press, Chicago. 

Arrange the pulpit to represent a living 


- room, with two rocking chairs, library table, 


~ accompaniment 


dwell with him all through the years. 


with books and papers in profusion, type- 
writer, open Bible, lighted library lamp. If 
possible arrange fireplace with electric light 
under red paper and twigs, for fire. All other 
lights in the room out except those in pulpit. 
Rev. John Brown, a retired minister, sits be- 
side the table before the fireplace with open 
Bible in his lap er on table at side, reading 
and meditating. Quartette at side of platform, 
hidden from the congregation. 

1. Solo—(softly) ‘Memories.” 

2. Rev. Mr. Brown reads Psalm 28 to soft 
of “Meditation,” by John 
Church Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Continues—Blessed be God. What a joy to 
Just 


_ 47 years ago this morning I went to my first 


~ charge. 


_ old story has ever been the same. 


I have stood in many pulpits since 
that December day, but the joy of telling the 
Tonight as 
I sit here alone in the shadows waiting for the 


all of my Lord to his home above I love to 


inspiration to me. 


, 


tell it as well as ever. 

3. “I love to tell the story,” Vss. 1, 3. 

I knew but little theology in those early days 
though I had studied it some in the seminary. 
But real theology is learned in bringing 
the Gospel in contact with life. How fortu- 
nate I was to have such a father in the Gospel 
as dear Brother Anson, on the neighboring 
charge, that first year. His wise and brotherly 
counsel was so helpful. I hope he knew how 
much it has meant to me these years. The 
beauty of his consistent life has ever been an 
He helped me to build a 
faith wide and deep. That old song so well 
expresses it: 

4. “My hope is built on nothing less.” Vss. 
wu, 4 


It took a real conviction of the call and 
a pretty clear faith for a young couple like 
Mary and me to pull loose from a good pay- 
ing job and take up the ministry at $600 a 
year. But God’s call was clear and we loved 
him and were glad to enter the ministry and 
trust him for all. I never will forget the time 
all our money was gone and it came Saturday 
and we had but a few crackers and some soup 
for over Sunday. We just told our heavenly 
Father about it and recalled his promise to 
take care of us if we would do his work. It 
was a quick answer when I got that check for 
$6.25 in the mail that evening. Isaiah must 
have had some such experiences for he said, 
“And it shall come to pass that before they 
call I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking I will hear.” We did not forget 
to thank him, you may be sure. 

5. “’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” Vs. 1. 

Folks have talked about sacrifice and all 
that, but when one has had a vision of the 
cross of Christ and learned its power and 
meaning all else sinks into utter insignificance 
beside it. Tonight, after more than seventy 
years spent in his service, since a lad, I more 
and more believe in the power of the cross of 
Christ. 

6. “When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
Vss. 1, 4. 

How the angels must have rejoiced that 


night when old John Black knocked at the - 
Poor old fellow, - 


parsonage door at Silvan. 
he had been serving Satan for so long and was 
broken in life and spirit, but Brother Bloom 
of the Men’s Bible Class had been talking and 
praying with him and his sincere profession 


and loving spirit broke through all the sin 
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and evil in old John. He came asking if I 
thought he could be saved. How we wrestled 
in prayer and how he clung to the promises of 
the precious Word! How the light broke into 
his darkened soul and what a shining face he 
carried home that night or rather morning for 
it was about 2 o‘clock in the morning! He 
tried to sing the old song in prayer meeting 
the following night in his rough voice: 

7, “Standing on the promises.” Vsse b.4. 

How my heart sank when the Conference 
sent us to Pottstown. The old church and par- 
sonage were in such dilapidated condition, It 


i 


was enough to discourage the heart of the 
bravest. I could hardly tell Mary when I 
went home to get ready to move. But she only 
sang— 

8. “Never be sad or desponding.” 
a 

It was up there that I was called out in the 
hills to baptize young Elmer Frost one night 
at one o’clock. What a joy it was to him to 
confess his Saviour before men and then in 
just a few days to go to stand in his presence! 
It was a precious privilege to bring a word of 
comfort to his sorrowing parents at the funer- 
al. I think they learned to know Jesus as 
more real that day when the quartette sang— 


9. “Does Jesus care?” Vs. 4. 

Some of the young men up there God was 
pleased to lead into paths of righteousness 
under my ministry and they are at work in 
the church today. They, with the girls, in the 
two Gospel Bands did splendid service. Only 
God knows fully the effect of those years of 
hard work and earnest prayers. I am glad 
they heard his voice and followed the call. 


10. “Where his voice is guiding.” Vs. 1. 

The music from that fine choir of young 
folks at Seneca I have never forgotten through 
all the years. Mrs. Thompson was director 
and Mrs. Baldwin at the piano. The congre- 
gation was lifted into the presence of God as 
the choir on Sunday mornings came marching 
down the aisles singing the processional 
hymn— 

jae Holy, Holy, Holy.” Vs. 1. 

On Sunday there a pastor looked into the 
faces of folks who knew and loved him. There 
was old brother Van, full of years and of 
faith, Grandma Smith with her big round face 
and her big motherly heart that was always 
reaching out for some one who needed loving 
along. And Saintly Mother Matchett, quiet 
and gentle, so loving and rich in her experience 
of years. There was old Uncle Henry, the 
class leader. How rich is life just from hay- 
ing known them! How those folks did enjoy 
class meeting on Sunday afternoon! Why I 
can still see Uncle Henry and Mother Larr 
with smiling faces and tears of joy on their 
cheeks as they used to sing— 

12. “Beulah Land.” Vs. 1. 

It was at Linville where that fine bunch of 
boys lined up with the church and began the 
Christian life. I had a fine Scout troop there, 
of those boys. Merl is now a farmer on a big 
scale and has not ceased to be interested in the 
work of the Kingdom. He is passing on his 
influence through the boys where he lives. 
Harry is an engineer doing big construction 
work and at the same time building character 
with the young men he has under him. I have 
lost track of a lot of the others. The last I 
heard of Emanuel he was working on the 
K. C. Star. I believe they are all better men 
for having been started toward the Christ as 
the ideal for men to live by. How little they 


Vss. 1, 


realize the power and force of their class song 
they used to sing at their meetings— 

13. “The victory may depend on you.” 
Vsielk 

(Here a little boy brings in some mail, let- 
ters, papers, magazines, etc., and says, “Mr. 
Brown I brought your mail too when I got 
ours. You got a paper and two letters and 
some more books. Mama says I must come 
home for it is bed-time, but that I can come 
back tomorrow. Will you tell me some more 
stories about Joseph and his brothers and 
about Samson going to see his girl, then?” 
Goes out, as pastor answers.) 

Rev. Brown looks over mail—Well, here is 
The Expositor again! It seems like an old 
friend after the help it has been all the years 
of my active work. I like to read it for it 
keeps me fresh and young in spirit. And the 
Central Christian Advocate! In the morning 
I shall have time to read them both. The 
letters. Here is one from Ansel, (reads 
silently). Well I am proud of my boy. 
He says he is doing well and business is open- 
ing up very well for a beginner. He and his 
wife: were just home from church when he 
wrote. He will be one of the great doctors 
some of these days. Tomorrow is the day to 
hear from the girls. They have proven a 
blessing and I am proud of them tonight and 
most of all because they are good Christian 
women taking their place in the church and 
working for the uplift of the old world. 

Who can this be from? Post-marked Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, Dexter, Copps, & Reed, Attor- 
neys-at-law. What can a big law firm way out 
in Indiana want of an old retired preacher of 
the Gospel? (Opens and reads.) Office of 
Earle C. Copps. Surely that can not be the 
little black-eyed scamp of Earle Copps that 
used to be in Sunday School back at Hays- 
ville. (Lets letter rest in lap as he medi- 
tates.) I remember what a task it was to be 
teacher of that class of boys. And the time 
they put white pepper in Mrs. Wood’s dish 
of ice-cream at the social! 


I left they had reached the stage of develop- 
ment that they were about ready to make 
the great decision. (Reads.) 

“Dear Pastor of days gone by: 


No doubt you will be surprised to receive | 


a letter from me—if you remember me at all. 
My sister recently wrote me of seeing your 


name in a paper and your address was given | 


Sweet-spirited _ 
Lois Larch was so patient with them and when — 


as Baldwin, so I presume you are now living | 


there. 


if I had opportunity before it is too late how 
much I owe to you. 


thoughts and deeper emotions that we did not 
know how to express. 


I only wish I could tell 
it to you in person. You did not know how we 
lads used to watch you, and looked up to you, . 
and now I can see that a lot of our mischie-. 
vousness as lads was to hide our more serious } 


In my moments of) 


I had lost trace of your whereabouts | 
and have for a long time wanted to tell you. 


| 


meditation I hear again your voice and see 
your face with its glow of earnestness and of 
love. I wish I might again see your face and 
‘ hear you tell the old old story. I love to hear 
it often and I need it always. It grows more 
precious with the years:”’ 

14. “Wonderful words of life.” Vs. 1. 

“Well do I remember the winter my parents 
decided to quit being simply church members. 
It was the winter you had that series of meet- 
ings you called the ‘Way of Life’ services. 
You made the way of Life so plain and clear 
to follow and the difference between the nomi- 
nal Christian and the real one that it changed 
a lot of folks. We found we had all been 
trying to live on effort and forgotten the great- 
est thing in the world—LOVE:” 

15. “When love shines in.” Vs. 1. 

“To you most of all, dear servant of God, 
do I owe the inspiration that has helped me 
to reach the place I have in the world today. 
It was you who was always holding before us 
young people that our lives were not our own 
but were intrusted us by God and were to be 
used as he willed. It was for us to seek 
his will and plan our lives accordingly. This 
- I have sought to do. When-I managed to get 
to college, though it meant a lot of hard work, 
I had a starting point from which to chart 
my life. I was able to say No to many temp- 
tations that came along because I knew this. 
Many other students were in for a ‘good time’ 
as they termed it. Then and there I saw the 
meaning of that old song we used to sing’— 

15. “Drifting down.” Vs. 1. 

“Today I see the same careless attitude to- 
ward life among the men and women in the 
business world, here in the city. Keen and 
alive to all but spiritual things it seems. How 
can we expect to have the youth of today set 
high goals if men do not.” (Pastor—‘“Blessed 
be God, some shall bring forth thirty, sixty, 
and some a hundred fold, God’s Word does 
bring forth harvest.”) 

16. “Bringing in the sheaves.” Vs. 1. 

“You will be glad to know that I am spend- 
ing some time in helping a little in a mission 
our church has over on the east side. I remem- 
ber how much I disliked to have to stay for 

church with father and mother when other 
parents let their youngsters go home. But 
times without number I have blessed their 
memory for that very thing. Brother Brown, 
JI think our mission work is one of the most 
practical pieces of patriotism we can do. If 
we want a Christian nation tomorrow we must 
train the citizens now, implanting the ideals 
that will bear fruit then. You should hear 
those ragged youngsters sing that gospel 


17. “Bring them in.” Vs. 1. 

“It certainly does one’s soul good to see and 
hear. Dear old pastor, I know you understand 

and will not feel that I am boasting, for I feel 

like I am only carrying on some work that you 

started back there years ago. I get great Joy 
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in doing it in the name of the blessed Christ, 
whom you helped me to learn to know. Be- 
cause of this I have that which the old Sunday 
School song expresses so fittingly” 

18. “Sunshine in my soul.” Vs, 1. 

“Marlin Boone, another one of your boys, 
is here in the city. He is credit-man for one 
of the big retail firms. He is an official mem- 
ber of Trinity Church and often spéaks of 
you. He says you came to town in answer to 
his mother’s prayers. He was getting pretty 
wild about the time you came, but the Boy 
Scout Troop was the means of getting hold ‘of 
him for Christ he says—” 

19. “Till I see mother’s face.” Vss. 1, 3. 

“I do not know whether I have made you 
understand in this rambling fashion in which 
I have written or not, how much I appreciate 
the concern and interest and love you showed 
me when a lad years ago. But it has not been 
in vain. Because of what you tried to do for 
me in those days today my prayer is to be—” 

20. ‘More like the Master.” Vss. 1, 2, 3. 

“Miss Ethel Moore who went to the Chicago 
Training School for Deaconess and Mission- 
aries while you were pastor, is the head nurse 
in our beautiful Methodist Hospital here. She 
was speaking of you and Mrs. Brown the last 
time I saw her. She says it was Mrs. Brown 
who helped her to get a vision of the possibili- 
ties of service she might render, and but for 
her she might just be leading a humdrum life 
of routine duties instead of helping to heal 
broken bodies and bring the Water of Life 
to parched souls—” 

(Pastor stops reading and lets letter fall in 
lap, and with head bowed in hand after a 
bit says, “Too late, too late, for her to hear the 
message now.’”) 

After pause, very softly— 


21. “Looking this way.” Vs. 1. 
(Pastor wipes tears away and resumes read- 
ing:) é 


“T must bring my lengthy letter to a close, 
with the prayer for God’s great grace and 
richest blessings to rest upon you. 

Sincerely your friend, 
Earle C. Copps.” 

22. “God will take care of you.” Vs. 3. 

Yes, God will take care of his servants as 
surely as he did in Elijah’s day, but now he 
uses men in place of ravens to supply the 
needs. It is fine that the church heard God’s 
voice and made provision for its aged servants 
through the Conference Claimants Endowment 
Fund. Some folks did not understand nor see 
the need nor wisdom of it when our old Kan- 
sas Conference raised that Half Million Dol- 
lars, but they have been glad it was done 
many times since. I, with all the other men 
of the Conference put 3% of my support each 
year for five years into it. Only the income 
from the fund is used and it now gives us 
$25 for each year we have served, J remem- 
ber when it was just beginning to be effective. 
The income was only about $17 per year. 


After 37 years given to the active ministry 
my annuity now amounts to about $900. Not 
very much to live on in these days, it is true, 
but how thankful I am for even that. I 
am glad we were able to help the children all 
through college. It was not much money-help 
we could give. We were not able to save much 
when we were placed on the superannuate list, 
and as we were always provided with a par- 
sonage to live in we had no home of our own, 
but the children helped us get this little place 
and now with the income from the Endowment 
Fund we are able to live comfortably. Yes, 
God does care for his own through his own 
who listen to his call. I am glad that Mary 
did not have to worry about the doctor-bill 
when she was ill. Folks were so kind and good 
while she lay unwell so long. It was a dis- 
appointment to her that we could not be in 
the services on the Sabbath day but the strains 
of the grand old hymns came floating across 
from the church and she would smile the 
same old sweet smile she wore so long, as the 
choir sang— 

23. “Safely through another week.” Vss. 
Deeds 

She talked often of the folks on the different 
charges and what a joy it would be to meet 
them all again. She spoke of the times that 
we had parted from the many friends we left 
on the charges and what a wonderful privilege 
it would be to all be together never to part 
again. When the Epworth Leaguers came in 
to see her that last Sunday and she asked 
them to sing for her, and they inquired what 
her choice was, she told them— 


24. “Blessed be the tie that binds.” Vss. 1, . 
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It had been such a beautiful day, that Sab- _ 
bath, when just as the sun was sinking to rest 
behind a sky all crimson and gold, her beau- 
tiful soul slipped away to be with her Saviour — 
in the Land of Eternal Morning. He would 
be no stranger to her for she had walked be- 
side him since she had been a slip of a girl. 
There tonight she sees him— 

25. “Face to face.” Vss. 1, 4. 

It will not be long until we are together 
again nevermore to part. This old body is 
weary with the weight of years and my spirit 
longs to be at home with my Lord. I am 
just waiting for the summons. I am ready 
whenever my Lord shall call. It will be a day 
of joy and not of sorrow for it will be a home- 
going. 

26. “Jesus may come today.” Vss. 1, 2. 

My. heart longs to again see Mary, the wife 
of my youth, the companion and helpmeet of 
a lifetime, and our baby girl, our first-born; 
but greater yet is the longing of my soul to 
see my Saviour, whose humble minister I have 
tried to be all these years. I have sought to 
give him my best and I pray that I may be 
counted worthy of a place in his upper and 
better kingdom, 

27. “He will meet me at the portal.” All 
the verses. 

It has been a long way, with many heart- 
aches and disappointments, and with great and 
wonderful joys, yet I would ask no greater 
boon than to serve as a simple minister of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

28. “I love thy kingdom, Lord.” Vss. 
2s: 

Doxology. Tune “Old Hundred.” 

Benediction. 


Getting Rich in the Ministry 


REV. W. GRACEY MONTGOMERY, Mechanicsburg, III. 


According to Thoreau “a man is rich in 
proportion to the number of things he can 
afford to let alone.” If this is true, then 
most ministers are immensely rich since they 
must of necessity let many things alone—do 
without them. 

That the ministry is a poorly paid profession 
is openly evident to everybody. According to 
ability, perhaps no other worker receives so 
little for his service as does the average minis- 
ter. But there is something peculiar to his 
work which if properly understood would 
cause those of high estate to envy him his 
lot in life. Values wholly unknown to other 
professions come to every minister—compensa- 
tions other and far bigger than checks for 
salary could ever be. 

If money were all he received, the ordinary 
minister would be a poor man indeed. And if 
not careful, he is likely to overlook the higher 
values that come into his life and count him- 
self a poor man because his salary is less than 
the wages of the carpenter or coal miner, 


when in fact he is the richest man in all the 
world. 

And thus for the encouragement of any | 
who may be feeling the stings of failure be- | 
cause of the small salary received, we are 
writing these words on this strange theme, | 
“Getting Rich in the Ministry.” | 

“Steal my purse and you steal trash.” | 
Shakespeare is here speaking of the higher 
values of life; that thoughts are greater than | 
things, character worth more than cash; that | 
greenback and gold are simply “trash” when 
set over against a good name. But the minis- | 
ter may have no “trash.” His purse may be |) 
and usually is empty. Very likely he has no 1) 
purse, not needing one. And yet he is daily 
obtaining treasures worth infinitely more than. 
money. | 

His dividends are divine. They can not be |) 
put into pocket or purse. They come as added || 
powers of life and joy, of soul expansion, of i! 
intellectual outreach. ea 

And yet we have known not a few preachers (f 
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_ because of inadequate pay to enter other pro- 
4 fessions. We have seen men leave the ministry 
- for the mills, factories, insurance, in order 
_ to have a decent living and shield their loved 
ones in society. We wonder if they look at 
_ the smaller side, the money side only, and fail 
to see the higher and vital values in the pro- 
fession. Anyway, it seems to us that when a 
man who is divinely called to the holy minis- 
try forsakes it for a larger remuneration else- 
where he is making the biggest mistake of 
his life. Possibly he assumes that wealth is a 
_ matter of dollars and dimes, of bank notes, 
bonds and real estate, when in fact real riches 
have no connection whatever with outside 
possessions. Some of the world’s richest men 
_ have been the poorest. 
of Millions can not make a man rich if he have 
_ the soul and intellect of a pygmy; while the 
great soul, such as Socrates, is rich without 
a penny. A man owns only that which he 


awe: 


: can take with him into the next world. And - 


because true wealth is something that enlarges 
the soul and develops its different faculties 
_ the minister, however obscure, has the oppor- 
tunity of becoming the richest of all men. 
: No other man has such an access to books 
as does the minister. He can study the master- 
_ pieces in literature and commune with the 
great spirits as no one else can. He has time 
to give to this which the lawyer and day 
laborer cannot afford. If others are busy 
_ making a living he is busy making a life. If 
- others because of having more money are 
- building mansions of brick and mortar, he is 
_ building “more stately mansions” in the soul, 
~ which shall survive “the wars of elements, 
- the wrecks of matter and the crush of worlds.” 
It is a fact also that he has fewer bosses 
- and greater freedom of speech than do men 
- of other professions. 
4 The physician has no time of his own. 
- The lawyer is often forced to companion with 
clients of ill repute, while the politician is a 
slave to public opinion. But the minister is 
a privileged person. He can choose his own 
time to study, can intimately associate with 
the best people, and express his opinions on 
all questions with remarkable freedom. 
His prerogative is not to follow footprints 
but to make them. It is given to him as a 
- unique distinction to carry the torch of truth 
as he marches at the head of the host into 
~ the unknown land. 
And more still, it is given to him to get 
_ glimpses of God now and then, to dabble his 
_ fingers in the dayfall, and become gold-dusty 
- with tumbling amidst the stars. 
_ With such an opportunity to enlarge soul 
and intellect no other man should be so rich 
as he. The hireling who is paid in money 
only, however large the amount, may be no 
bigger in his coffin than he was in his cradle; 
while the one who enriches mind and heart 
is accumulating wealth that shall be his for 


all ages. 
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The wealth of one is added to the outside 
of life as so much excess baggage; that of 
the other becomes a portion of life. One is 
extrinsic, the other intrinsic. The one leaves 
all his accumulations behind; the other takes 
his with him. And this is what we mean by 
getting rich in the ministry. The minister 
has an opportunity to lay hold of the Eternal 
and prepare himself to appreciate the good and 
the beautiful as few others can. 

Nor does anyone else make so many friends 
as the minister; and he who has the most 
friends is always the richest. Oft has he led 
dejected souls out of the subway of life into 
the open land. where brooks babble and birds 
sing and bosoms beat with loving hearts and 
God’s smile is over all. And these hearts once 
faint and sick will never forget him; nay more, 
he has won their undying love. 

Beautiful that description Goldsmith gives 
of the village preacher: 

“A man he was to all the village dear, 
And passing rich on forty pounds a year.” 
And yet any minister will have friends and 

grow rich who is, “More bent to raise the 
wretched than to rise.” 

We will not get much money for our work, 
but we can become immensely rich in soul- 
assets which shall be ours for all ages, If 
any minister is thinking of giving up his work 
because of an inadequate salary, let him recall 
the expression of Peter: “Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have, give I.” I 
give myself. In doing this any man gets more 
than he gives, is repaid a thousand-fold. 


Sunday School Seating 


FOLDING, CANE AND WOOD- 
BOTTOM CHAIRS 


Cleveland School and Church Equipment Co. 
402 Caxton Building Cleveland, Ohio 
SEE GAZE ISTE TIE ORE ED EIS EE EE 

GOOD COLLECTION STORY 

A man came up to a minister one day after 
the service in a frontier town saying, “Parson, 
that there service and sermon was grand. I 
wouldn’t have missed ’em for $5.’”’ When the 
minister suggested that he hand him the 
difference between the amount he had put in 
the collection plate and the figure he men- 
tioned for missionary work, he stopped sud- 
denly, looked at the preacher with his mouth 
wide open and then slowly pulled from his 
pocket $4.90 which he handed him without a 
word. 


GREEK AFTER FORTY 

Rev. J. M.. Hunter, of Conde, South Dakota, 
writes commending The Empositor in every 
department, but speaking of our August dis- 
cussion of getting Greek after forty, adds: 
“Your GOLD MINING pages have been the 
most interesting pages of The Wxpositor the 
last few months for me.” 


MY CHURCH AND I 


The church is a feeding-place of the soul. 
It is a place of fellowship, overcoming the 
perils of religious isolation. It is a place 
of spiritual reminder, freshening consecration 
and quickening love. It is a dynamic of new 
power. “They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength.” A layman appreciates 
his church thus: “My church is the home of 
my soul, the altar of my devotion, the hearth 
of my faith, the center of my affection and 
the foretaste of heaven. It claims the first 
place in my heart, the highest place in my 
activities, and its unity, peace and progress 
concern my life in this world and that which 
is to come. I owe to it my zeal, my benevo- 
lence, and my prayers. When I neglect its 
services I injure its good name, I lessen its 
power, I discourage its members, and I chill 
my own soul.” 

As pastors we cannot over-emphasize the 
importance of the church. It is Christ’s 
church. He loves it. It is right for us to 
love it and to teach our people to love it. If 
you love Christ honor his bride. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORLD PEACE 

The Ninth Annual Meeting of the World 
Alliance for Internalional Friendship Through 
the Churches will be held in Buffalo, N. Y., 
November 11-13. The general subject will be, 
“Contributions To World Peace.” The meet- 
ings will be at the Hotel Statler, beginning 
appropriately on Armistice Day, November 
llth. Among the speakers are Rev. William 
P. Merrill, D. D., Mr. Fred B. Smith, Sir 
Willoughby Dickinson, General Henry T. Allen, 
Hon. John H. Clarke, Rev. Henry E. Fosdick, 
D. D., Major General John F., O’Ryan, Prof. 
Gilbert Murray. Some of the topics are, “The 
United States and the Peace of the World.” 
“Avenues of World Peace,” “Economic Contri- 
butions to World Peace,” “Instruments of 
Peace,” “Contributions of the Churches to 
Peace.” 

We advise all our readers who can to plan 
to attend this meeting. Not alone will they 
receive inspiration and instruction from the 
speakers, but will come in contact with hun- 
dreds who are leading the forces for goodwill 
in the churches in the various cities of the na- 
tion, 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D., Editor-in-Chief 


OUR NOVEMBER NUMBER 


Our November number will be a special one 
emphasizing Armistice Day, World Peace, 
Thanksgiving, and Father and Son Week. Our 
cover picture will be a very striking one of the 
Peace Monument, “The Christ of the Andes.” 
The achievement of a Warless World will re- 
quire the active cooperation of millions of 
Christians in many lands. In the inspiration, 
education and organization of these millions, 
pastors and laymen of vision and zeal will 
have an unique part to play. A world in 
which international and inter-racial goodwill 
and fair play prevail and from which war as 
the final reliance of nations for security, honor 
and justice, has been banished is possible only 
with the hearty cooperation of the men and 


“women of our churches. 
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Every department of the number will be 
full of most suggestive material designed to 
help, not alone in the special services of 
Armistice Day, Thanksgiving, Father and Son 
Week, but for all the start-off of the present 
church year. 


SPIRITUALLY MINDED 

MINISTER? 

What is it to be spiritually minded? The 
writer of the Epistle to the Romans makes 
it plain that it is a very desirable attainment 
in grace and that the results of the attain- 
ment are delightful to possess: “To be spir- 
itually minded is life and peace.” What is it 
to be spiritually minded? We might answer 
negatively—some things it is not. It is not 
the manifestation of religious emotion. Spir- 
itual passion is the deepest thing in man. But 
unless the heart is guided by reason it may 
run wild and end in carnival. The emotions 
unrestrained in religion have always been dis- 
astrous. Religious frenzy is not spirituality. 
When men surrender to the exuberant pas- 
sions of the heart they may be everything but 
spiritual. Neither is tearfulness in religion 
a manifestation of spirituality. 

It is not the manifestation of religious zeal. 


ARE YOU A 


Paul was manifesting religious zeal when he | 


was “breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter” against the disciples of Christ, “entering 


into every house haling men and women,” per- | 


secuting some “even unto death.” That was 


religious zeal, but it was not spirituality. Peo- | 


¢ 


ple are not spiritual in proportion as they 
are zealously active, even when that activity 
is in the service of Christ. Sometimes such 
activity is only a means of self-deception. 

It is not religious knowledge and soundness 
of faith. It is good to know, but people are 
not always religiously good in proportion to 
their religious knowledge. A man may be an 
ardent lover of creeds or well versed in the 
ceremonials of religion and yet have no re- 
ligion, or, having religion, exhibit anything but 
the grace of spiritual-mindedness. We may 
have zeal “not according to knowledge.” On 
the other hand we may have ever so much 
knowledge and yet be entirely lacking in re- 
ligious zeal. 

It is not aseticism, or the shutting one’s self 
away from the world. Hester Stanhope, the 
brilliant and accomplished niece of William 
Pitt, left the gay and fashionable society of 
London in disgust and lived among the wild 
Arabs for nearly thirty years. She was rich 
and handsome, one of the brightest stars in 
the galaxy of England’s daughters. But she 
turned away from all civilization and made 
her home in the old desert convent of Elijah 
on the summit of a rocky spur of Lebanon. 
There she died in the eager, idle expectation 
of the visible coming of Christ. We cannot 
get rid of our obligations by hiding in con- 
vents or burying ourselves in the mountains. 
We are not likely to be more spiritual, but 
less so, by going there. No, the spiritualized 
ear can hear God’s voice and footsteps any- 
where in the garden of his creation, and true 
spirituality does not depend on location nor 
on being surrounded with many or few. 

There is a positiveness about true spirit- 
uality. Positively—spirituality, true spiritu- 
altiy, is just ‘having the mind of the Spirit.” 
It is the Christ-life in the soul. The posses- 
sion of the mind of the Spirit is tested by 
fruits. If we have that mind, we will love 
the things the Spirit loves and hate the things 
the Spirit hates. Many elements combine to 


_ make up this exalted grace—spiritual-minded- 


f or layman, loves God. 
love him to a degree; but the one who is 


Some of the chief are these: Love of 
A spiritually minded person, minister 
All Christians must 


ness. 
God. 


spiritually minded is constantly constrained by 


_ that love, and deeply so, so deeply as to ‘‘wor- 


sires concerning him. 


ship the sweet will of God, and all his ways 
adore.” He lives constantly in the presence 
of God and is largely controlled by God’s de- 
From this fellowship 
some very desirable results flow, such as peace, 
joy, hope, courage, and power to accomplish 


results in the kingdom. 


i. «sae 


Another element of true spiritual-minded- 
ness is love of truth. As the musician loves 
pure tones and the artist loves beauty, so the 


‘spiritual man loves truth. He spurns every- 


thing false. He has a passion for “whatso- 
ever things are true.” He seeks truth, speaks 
truth, lives truth, and bears witness to truth. 
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Without this deep and ardent passion for 
truth every claim of spirituality is spurious 
and every title defective and unsound. 

Another element of true spiritual-minded- 
ness is love of souls. “God is love.” “God 
so loved the world that he gave.” And it is 
because God loves souls that the true Christian 
also loves them. “Love seeketh not her own.” 
“Love is the fulfilling of the law.” “Love is 
the bond of perfectness.” 

Another element of spiritual-mindedness, we 
need scarcely add, is purity. The religion of 
Jesus, like his own idyllic life, was crystalline 
in its purity, and the spiritually-minded man, 
minister or layman, will, like him, be pure. 
At least, such will be the constant aim—to be 
not alone pure in life, but so pure in heart 
that he may indeed constantly ‘see God.” 


PICK UP THE SLACK! 


There is little pulling power in a slack rope. 
There is not a human enterprise that is not 
hampered by slack-rope leakage of power. 
Even institutions that maintain a high degree 
of efficiency are constantly harassed by the 
trickling away of power through subtle slack- 
ing somewhere along the line. Because of such 
drain of power many of our churches fail 
of reaching their best. Now, at the opening 
of the year of work, is the right time to pick 
up the slack. One leakage of power is often 
through the slack-rope of the shiftless and 
careless conduct of the church’s_ business. 
There is leakage from lack of loyal attendance 
on the services. The great work of the church 
is its evangelistic work. We must reach men 
and women and children with the gospel. If 
we cannot reach them in the church we must 
seek them where they are. To do this re 
quires consecration and courage on the part 
of both minister and people. Let every mem, 
ber of the church pick up the slack in his 
prayer life, in his life of devotion to Christ 
and the church, in the study of the Scriptures, 
so that the church may have more power. 


INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU INVEST 


Wild finance would be impossible without 
wild investors. For every sharper there seems 
to be a dozen duller—not to say duliards. 
Fraudulent schemes galore seem to find plenty 
of backing to make them profitable. Even 
ministers sometimes get caught. Investigate 
before you invest. Advise your people, widows, 
orphans, young people, old people, to investi- 
gate before they invest. A hard-working ma-— 
chinist in the city where the writer resides 
placed his savings of years in a four hundred 
acre farm. After working the farm for two 
years he decided to sell. He called upon a real 
estate dealer, who induced him to trade his 
farm for 190 shares of stock in a 4 per cent 
loan company. The stock today is of little 
or no value. Practically the only income of 
an elderly man in the same city was received 


from sixty thousand dollars worth of stock 

- in a prosperous firm, An ex-evangelist who 
had turned stock-sharper induced this man to 
sell his sound stock for the stock of the 
“Byery-Day Piston Ring Company” just six 
weeks before the company went into the hands 
of a receiver. The man swallowed the pro- 
mises of a total stranger and lost his fortune 
all because he didn’t investigate before he in- 
vested. 

Here is a different case. An old woman 
with $2,200 insurance money in a R— savings 
bank was worn down by L. R. Steel stock sales- 
men until she finally agreed to invest in that 
promotion. Before actually handing over the 
cash she called at the Chamber of Commerce 
of that city and learned that L. R. Steel stock 
could be bought on the open market at much 
-less than half the price quoted by the sales- 
men. After this investigation she didn’t in- 
vest. 

Buy your securities as you would buy 
clothes. Find out first whether they are gen- 
nine or shoddy. Learn the facts. Investigate 
men’s characters. Do not deal with strangers. 
Buy from well known investment bankers or 
from your bank. Let wildcat investments 
alone. Think first. Buy afterwards. 


THAT BOOK 


A book has been published of interest to you. 
Some one has mentioned it, perhaps not exact- 
ly remembering the title. But why not keep 
track of the new books for yourself by reading 
The Expositor hook reviews and the various 
publishers’ advertisements of new books? 
Have you ever thought of the value of adver- 
tisements in a magazine in the way of enabl- 
ing you to keep posted on the new wares that 
are coming out, new devices, new prices? We 
advise our readers to peruse every page of 
The Hxpositor, advertisements and all. 


Many 
tell us they do. Wise readers. 


KEEP IT BEFORE YOU 


_ When Isaac Newton, the great mathemati- 
cian and philosopher, was asked how he worked 
out a complicated problem, he replied: “I kept 
it before me.” Glance through the advertis- 
ing columns of The Expositor and in a few 
minutes you have before you numerous things 
you want to buy now or at some future date. 

Advertising has stabilized prices. The ad- 
vertiser names his price—one for all. You 
can know that in paying it you are getting the 

_ same deal as the next one. Keep that before 
you. You owe it to your pocketbook. 

; Advertising has helped stabilize quality. It 
is our confidence that only the best wares are 
spread before you on these printed pages 
The men who advertise here are making pub- 
lic claims, on the fulfillment of which depends 
their commercial success. Keep that before 
you. 

Advertising gives you news of the latest and 
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best things made with word as to what they 
cost and what they will do. It puts before 
your eyes the pick of the country’s marke‘ 
with opportunity for selection of the best that 
suits your taste and fits your pocketbook. 
Keep that before you. 

No amount of wishing that you knew where 
to buy a certain thing can take the place of 


a ee a ee 


a good look through the advertising columns ~ f 


of The Expositor. Do you look as carefully 


as you might? 


THE WAYSIDE PULPIT 


| BULLETIN BOARD SLOGANS | 


When you get to the end of your rope, tie 
a knot in it and hang on. 

Come in and rest and pray thus gaining 
power for today. 

You need a church; the church needs you. 

Church of the Cordial Welcome. Worship 
—Fellowship—Service. 

Many people find the church cold because 
they insist on sitting in “Z” row. Come for- 
ward, brother! 

Too many people apply the principles of 
“saving grace’ to their pocketbooks rather 
than to their souls. 

The unit of kingdom measurement is the 
individual soul. 

Too many young people today begin: house- 
keeping with a flat, flivver, and foolishness. 

There are fewer deaths from overwork than 
generally is supposed. 

When it is finally settled that a thing is 
impossible watch some fellow do it. 
The corner-stone of character 

Christ. 

Church boards should not be cross-grained. 

Some movie-picture lights seem to be at 
least 14-scandal power. 


is Jesus 


‘The strength of character root must be | 


equal to the force of the storm. 
Statesmanship is guardianship of the future. 
Prohibitionists need not be mentally dry. 
To redeem the past enrich the future. 
The risen life is the best. testimony to a 
risen Christ. 


Some religion is overcharged with argument 


and undercharged with experience. 

The church needs men, yes, but men need 
the church. 

The happiness you get in church on Sun- 
day is a tonic for the whole week. 

Give God a chance. Go to church. 

The church has something for you larger 


‘g 


¢ than business, better than you can find else- 


where. Come and see. 

It isn’t enough just to be busy: what are 
you busy about? 

Some things that come to those who wait are 
terribly shop-worn. x 

There’s a pay-day for everybody; even for 
the fellow who labors under a delusion. 

Some people are afraid to look pleasant for 
fear somebody will ask ’em to do them a 
favor.. 

The fine art of growing old consists in 
learning new wrinkles faster than time can 
hand you others of a different kind. 

Never. mind about theories, opinions and 
speculations; get the facts. There is no sub- 


stitute for knowledge. 


Be 


responsibility. 


Success: That which expands the hat-band 
of youth and the waist-band of middle age. 

To avoid a colorless existence keep in the 
pink of. condition. ' 

When girls quarreled they used to kiss and 
make up; now if they kiss the make-up’s all 
off. 

The reason landlords are richer than rent- 
ers is because they pay for a house one time 
and then quit. a 

It is better to travel hopefully than to ar- 
rive, and the true success is to labor.—R. L. 
Stevenson. 

The echo gives you back 
with emphasis. 

A winner never quits and a quitter never 
wins. 

The average family wants less outgo and 
more income,.and the way to gét it is by less 
go out and more stay in. 

The man who thinks before he speaks gen- 
erally acquires a. reputation for being a good 
listener. 

Jf you want an answer ask a novice, if 
facts, an expert. 

The fine art of being helpful consists in 
knowing when to keep out of the way. 

Never sidestep an opportunity to shoulder 
responsibility; it will develop the only back- 
bone that.can support you in the next world. 


what you send it, 


FALL PROGRAM OF EVANGELISM 

Churches and pastors should know their 
fields. To this end ;we urge that wherever 
possible there be a survey of the fields this 
autumn sufficiently thorough to result in a 
list of the names of all in the community who 
ought to be reached by the church. Where 
there is more than one church in the com- 
munity the survey can be made cooperatively, 
each church receiving the names of those who 
express a preference for it or are its normal 
If a survey is not undertaken 
there should be at least an assembling of as 


"many names as possible of people in the com- 


A 
f 


‘munity who are not members of any church, 


placing these names on a prospect list. Such 


“names can be secured from the various mem- 


43 


bers of the church, the Sunday School, Pub- 
lic School lists, ete. 

There should be in every church this au- 
tumn a special period of “friendly visitation” 
in the homes of the community, carried on 
by a group appointed for that purpose, de- 
signed to enlist fresh interest among those 
who are already church members, and to in- 
vite to the church those who are not. 

Every church should have a definite plan 
for extending to every unchurched person in 
the community a personal invitation to be- 
come members of the church. This plan 
should not be a plan of the minister alone. 
His part is to inspire men and women to de- 
sire to do the work of personal evangelism 
and to organize his members in a systematic 
way for a definite personal evangelistic pro- 
gram. We commend the plan of setting aside 
a special period in which those outside the 
church will be visited by laymen and urged to 
become Christians. 

There should be at least a brief period of 
training for those who are to carry on this 
program of personal evangelism in the local 
church. Such services by laymen will result 
not only in securing permament accessions to 
the church, but also in enriching the religious 
experience of all who participate. 

We believe that there should be a definite 
attempt on the part of all churches to secure 
an autumn ingathering, planning specifically 
for this, as well as in the Pre-Easter season. 


THE NEW EVANGELISM 

The next great movement will have within 
it the notes of the social and the ethical. But 
there will not be omitted from it the notes 
of blood redemption and spiritual regeneration. 
These are the truths we have to keep in mind. 
When we hear men speaking of a new evan- 
gelism it is well to ask their definition of the 
term evangelism. 

To say that the new evangelism is to be 
ethical, and by that to seem to criticise the 
old, is to prove a misunderstanding of the 
deepest necessity of the times in which we live 
and -serve. When a man tells me the next re- 
vival will be ethical, does he mean to say the 
last was not? If the great movements under 
Wesley, Whitefield, Finney, Moody, were not 
ethical, what were they?- They were move- 
ments that took hold of vast masses of men, 
and moved them out of back streets into front 
ones, and if that was not ethical nothing can 
be so. Beginning with the regeneration of 
the man, they changed his environment and 
made him a citizen of whom any city might 
have been proud. That is the true ethical 
note.—G. Campbell Morgan. 


BETTER EVERY WAY i 
Rev. John J. Munroe, of New York City, 
writes: “The Expositor is all right. I took 
it about fifteen years ago, but it is vastly 
better today.” 


Methods of Church Work 


E. A. KING, D. D., Editor 


We have come around the circle to October 
once more presumably ready for a great sea- 
son’s work. We sometimes wonder what 
ministers consider their work to be. In the 
game way we wonder what churches are for, 
and why this anxious consideration of plans. 
In Harper’s Magazine for July, 1924, Basil 
King began a series of articles on “The Bible 
and Common Sense.” The first one is called 
“The Purpose of the Bible.” He says the 
Bible is to help us to know God. The Bible 
has subsidiary purposes, of course, but after 
all has been said that can be said for it, the 
fact remains that that is its object. 

It was Henry Ward Beecher who sat down 
one day in his first pastorate and asked him- 
self what he believed and why he believed it. 
He did some clear thinking about himself, his 
message and his church and when he finished 
his survey he had come to a conclusion. He 
went into his pulpit and told his congregation 
what he had been doing and then began to 
tell them in further detail all about it. A 
great revival resulted. 

The general criticisms of the pulpit seem 
to emphasize the vague uncertainty of preach- 
ing. Scientific men and professional educa- 
‘tors, business leaders and politicians seem 
to know exactly what they want to say and 
how to be definite. This statement has to be 
qualified somewhat because a great many lay- 
men are poor public speakers and are easily 
side-tracked. But the trained lecturer does 
have definiteness. 

The point we are empahsizing is net new, 
and most of us are aware that we fail in 
part at this point. We wonder how many of 
cur readers spend every morning studying for 
the Sunday sermon. One brother wrote the 
other day that he actually did so use his time. 
There is too much figuring, letter writing, 
committee meeting attendance, telephone call- 
ing, morning interviewing and canvassing for 
money to enable most ministers to find time 
for study and there is the danger of wasting 
time. Thus their sermons are not scholarly 
productions. 

Now suppose that in October we begin to 
examine ourselves. along the lines suggested 
and settle for the coming season at least what 
we are going to aim at in our preaching and 
our program. This will give us power that 
we have never had before unless we have done 
this very thing. ; 

We wish to say a. few words now about the 
department. This is a cooperative methods eX- 
chanve. It could not be conducted satisfac- 
torily without the cooperation of our readers 
and we are happy to say that we have had 
the help of a large number of them. You 
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can help the department especially by mail- 
ing us copies of your church calendars, papers, 
invitations, and by sending in short accounts 
of money raising methods, unique socials, 
work with boys and girls and social service 
activities. If you have an evangelistic cam- 
paign send us anything of special interest 
about it. We want accounts of your success- 
ful activities not proposed or imaginary plans. 
This department has been a success because it 
has dealt with actual plans, used and proven 
valuable. You can help make it more valu- 
able by cooperating. Begin now, please. 

We wish to thank all who have helped in 
the past, and we hereby acknowledge the 
many letters we have received. We cannot 
acknowledge every one personally, but do try 
to write to those who enclose postage. Please 
send all of your material for this department 
to Rev. Elisha A. King, D. D., 1618 Drexel 
Ave., Miami Beach, Florida. 


RALLY DAY METHODS FOR OCTOBER 

Here are a few suggestions as to how Rally 
Day can be made effective, based upon prac- 
tical experience covering many years. 

1. Object. It is of great value to get set- 
tled in one’s mind what Rally Day is for. It 
may have for its main object the bringing 
together all the forces of the church: The 
program may be a general jollification in the 
best sense or it may be a time for present- 
ing a program for the season, perhaps from 
October to Christmas. It may also have in-it 
a sense of consecration for the coming season’s 
work. 

2. Enlistment. 
get people to enlist for service. Any Rally 
Day that omits this loses a great opportunity. 
If you print a church calendar you can de- 
vote one page to a list of questions or oppor- 
tunities for service. In our own calendar 
we printed nine items with places for check- 
ing and signing. Under this heading, “I de- 


sire to back up the minister and the officers | 
of the church in every way I can,” were the — 
Then followed | 


two emphatic words, “I Will.” 


the definite ways of helping. (1) Sing in 


the choir. (2) Teach in the Sunday School. 
(3) Join the Woman’s Association. (4) Use. 
my auto to bring people to church. (5) In- | 


vite people to church. (6) Join the church, 
etc. As a result we secured some splendid 
Sunday School teachers, singers and members. 
You can add as many items as you wish. 

3. Invitation. 
depend upon the invitation, but we venture 
to say that a great deal depends upon it. You 
can make your own invitation. 
them are made by the aid of a mimeograph, 


There is no better time to 


The whole success may not 


Many of | 


Oo =D 


Hello, Brother Past 


UUMOANCW HZp>scox< 


Then order your 


books now- be- 
fore the Every 
Member Can- 
vass takes place 


Success of a congregation depends largely upon the Stewardship Education offered the people. 
First edition of book is sold out. Second edition will sell fast. ORDER N Ow! 


PRICE OF BOOK — Single copy, fancy durable binding, $1.25; lots of 25 or more, 80c the 
copy. Single copy, paper binding edition, 70c; in lots of 25 or more, 50c per copy. 


Recognition Certificates will be furnished gratis for all who finish the study course. 
Read my advertisement in this issue of Expositor, under Evangelists’ Department. 


Order books from 


Rev. J. S. Huebschmann, 


181 Dearborn St., Room 805 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


portion of these 


orn. 


rose 


<e 


iz 


There are ministers’ printers who provide, 
beautiful invitations and hand them to you 
by mail at your door for less money than it 
costs at home. Goodenough & Woglom, 14 
Vesey St., New York City, provide something 
entirely new this year. It is a book printed 
in colors. Woolverton Ptg. Co., Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, always provide something worth while. 
If a list of names including every available 
person is prepared the invitations should be 
sent to every one. 

4, Secure names and addresses. It will be 
a great oversight if the people come and go 
without registering. There can be some ticket 
or card of admission on which there is a place 
for the name and address of each person at- 
tending. A committee can be stationed at 
the door to see that none pass until they have 
registered their names. One of the most in- 
teresting experiences in connection with rally 
day is checking up the names thus secured. 
There are certain benefits to be derived. (1) 
Change of address. (2) Old members and at- 
tendants coming to light. (3) Names of new 
people who may become members later. There 
are many other indirect benefits. 

5. The program. We are not now think- 
ing of the content of the program but it should 
be everything that is advertised. Do not fool 
the people at any time but see to it that they 
like the first big meeting of the year. 

6. Finances. A first class rally day costs 
money and it brings money. Usually the offer- 
ings are very largely increased for that day 
but to be sure of having enough, prepare 
envelopes for an offering and see that one 
goes with every invitation. 

One pastor printed his own envelope with 
just the wording he wanted and declared the 
individuality of the envelope brought a larger 
offering. No one should hesitate to spend 
quite a sum for beautiful printing for rally 
day because the better the program and the 
more widely advertised the more people come 
and the more money you get. We have found 
our best returns come from invitations sent 
in a two cent stamped, sealed envelope. The 
yeturn address should always be on so as to 
know which are undelivered. 

7. Decision. There is usually too much 
going on rally day to think especially of do- 
ing personal spiritual work, but it might be 
a good idea to keep in mind the possibility 
that someone on that day might desire to con- 
secrate his life to Christ and unite with the 
church. Watch out for such souls, 


RALLY GOALS 


In a letter from Rev. Clarence P. Bleckking 
Knoxville, Ill., he says in his church the whole 
month of October was rally month. Every 
department was recognized and goals were 
set for the Sunday School. 

He set two goals before the young people. 
One was attendance at school, the other re- 


maining for church service after Sunday 
School. The goals were set in advance by 
each class for the whole ‘month and were dia- 
grammed on the blackboard in front of the 
school in red figures. The results were writ- 
ten in white. There was interest aroused and 
good results followed. 


OCTOBER SERMONS ON GREAT PSALMS 
AND THEIR RELATION TO HEALTH 
AND HAPPINESS 
Dr. Noel Porter, San Jose, Calif. 

“The Art of Arts.” © Psa. 19:4. 

“Let the words of my mouth and the medi- 
tation of my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord.” 

“The Shepherd God.” Psa. 23:1. 

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not 
want.” 

“The Climbing Soul.” Psa. 24:3. 

“Who shall ascend unto the hill of the 
Lord’’? 

“The-Triumph of Faith, sac ater. 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 

“The Sheltered Life.” Psa. 31:22. 
“Thou shalt shelter them by thy presence.” 
“The Optimistic Pilgrim.” Psa. 37:1. | 

“Fret not thyself.” 

“The Valley of Mulberry Trees.” Psa. 84:6. 

“Who going through the vale of misery use 
it for a well.” 

“The Sunlit Summits.” Psa. 121:1. 
“T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.”’ 
“The Call of the Deep.” Psa. 180:1. 

“Out of the deep have I called unto thee, 
O Lord.” 

“The Singing Heart.” Psa. 187:4. 

“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land?” 


A CAMPAIGN TO INCREASE MEMBERS 
AND ATTENDANCE 

October is the month for recruiting attend- 
ance and new members. The Commission on 
Evangelism and Devotional Life of the Con- 
gregational denomination, 287 Fourth Ave., 
New York City is conducting such _a cam- 
paign this month. A “Fellowship Canvass’ 
is proposed. All the necessary literature is 
listed and information cards for visitors pro- 
vided. A “Church Rally” for October 5th is 
suggested as the center around which this plan 
revolves. It is proposed that every church 
deliberately plan to fill every seat in its audi- 
torium and increase its membership by definite 
plans. : 

The whole campaign is so well mapped out 
that it seems wise to mention it here as an 
October method. Any of our readers who 
desire to look into this campaign method should 
write to Dr. F. L. Fagley, address as above. 
Those who are not Congregationalists should 
enclose five cents in stamps. 

In connection with the evangelistic part of 


loving kindness 


the program we call your attention to Dr. 
Fagley’s book “Parish Evangelism” published 
by Fleming H. Revell Co., N. Y. ($1.00). 
“Plans for Sunday School Evangelism” by 
Frank L. Brown (Revell Co., N. Y.) is also 
good. 


DEDICATE YOUR NEW HYMN BOOK 
: ON RALLY DAY 

At Grand Rapids, Michigan, the Methodist 
Church used this service to dedicate its new 
hymnal: 

Pastor: To Thy glory, O God our Father, 
by whose favor, divine presence and power 
this Hymnal was prepared; To the honor of 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Saviour whose 
blessed life and glorious redemptive work 
have been the inspiration for the accomplish- 
ment of the arduous task; To the praise of 
the Holy Spirit, our Guide to the truth, who 
has difected the efforts of the laborers: 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: For singing unto Jehovah a new 
song; for making a joyful noise unto the rock 
ef our salvation; for coming before his pre- 
sence with thanksgiving; for making joy. 
ful noise unto Him with psalms: 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: That we may sing aloud of Thy 
in the morning; that our 
evening meditation may be a sacrifice of 
praise: 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: That we may shout aloud the un- 
speakable love of God; that we may tell in 
song the matchless grace of Jesus Christ; 


_ that we may sing of the sweet fellowship 


=! Pastor: 


and Holy communion of the Holy Spirit: 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: To encourage prayer and inter- 
cession; to give light and guidance to create 
trust and confidence; to instill consecration 
and faith; 

People: 

Pastor: 
to further Christian Brotherhood; 
missions; 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: For the inspiration of the young; 
for the joy of the old; for comfort to the sad; 
for balm to the sick; 

People: We dedicate this book. 

For the sanctity of the home; for 
the power of the church of Christ; for the 
administration of the sacraments; 

People: We dedicate this book. 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be; world 
without end. 

People. Amen and Amen. 


‘PREPARING FOR PRAYER MEETING 

A fine idea comes from Australia. Rev. 
Horace Kingsbury, pastor of Swanston St., 
Church of Christ, has been conducting a series 


We dedicate this book. . 
To promote the spirit of service; 
to teach 
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of prayer-meeting Bible studies on “Peter in 
the School of Christ.” They lasted three 
months. He prepared a folder of Bible read- 
ings to go with these studies indicating what 
to read each day. The folder is attractive 
and helps people to prepare for prayer meet- 
ing. 


LOYALTY REVIVAL ATTENDANCE 
BOND 

At Herrington, Kansas, there was a reviva! 
in the Christian Church. Those in charge 
got up a bond with twenty-four perforated 
coupons, named and dated, which was given 
to each church member who signed the follow- 
ing pledge: 

“Because I believe in the message of Jesus, 
and in his all-sufficiency as Saviour, I rejoice 
in this opportunity to reconsecrate my time 
and myself unto him. I promise him that I 
will attend at least four days each week unless 
hindered by some reason that would be accept- 
able to him.” 

The instructions as to use were printed as 
follows: 

“As you redeem these bonds by coming to 
the services tear them off, and drop them in 
the box just inside the door. Each bond is 
numbered and dated and a complete record 
will be kept. The success of the meeting de- 
pends upon the consecration of the individual 
member and worker.” 


HONORING THE CROSS 

At Akron, Ohio, the East Market St. Re- 
formed Church, held a beautiful “Cross Ser- 
vice,” which may be suggestive to others. At 
the top of the program was a cross printed 
in plain black lines. Across the front of the 
cut are the words, “Standing by the Cross 
of Jesus.” It can be used in many ways. 

Here is the program: 
Prelude. 
Hymn, “Down at the Cross.” 
Hymn, “At the Cross.” 
Evening Prayer. 
Hymn, “I Am Coming to the Cross.” 
Hymn, ‘Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross.” 
Scripture Lesson. 
Announcements and offering. 
Girls’ Chorus, “When I Survey the Cross” 


Sah CaCI OAM RIN Rete Gero ER Graininger 
Brief Address, “By This Sign We Conquer.” 
Duet: “Grace Enough For Me’”....... Excel 
Solo, “The Way of the Cross’”........ O’Dea 


Duet, “In the Cross of Christ We Glory”.. 


Se ee ha eo ae SOR POLO ODO Howe 
Quartet, “O° Calvary”..........-0.- Meredith 
Duet, “He Did Not Die in Vain”...... Tullar 


Benediction—Triple Amen. 
Doxology. 


PRINT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR 

What Is A Church? 

The church is a religious home, a sanctuary 
for worship, a school for religious instruction, 


a fighting unit for the new world that is 
building. It is a social center of the highest 
type, since it gathers into relation of mutual 
helpfulness people of every age and condition, 
and since it adds to the attractions of the 
ordinary club the power of religion and the 
generous sympathies of altruistic impulse. 
The church is the most broadening and catholic 
organization among men, since its vision is 
to the ends of the world whither the Gospel 
is being carried, and since its citizenship is in 
heaven as well as in the earth—Worth M. 


Tippy. 


SERMONS ON THE FUNDAMENTALS 
OF OUR FAITH 


Rev. Harley G. Hill, Sacramento, Calif. 
“Are We Sure of God?” 

“Was Jesus God or Man?” 

“What Is the Holy Spirit?” 

“How Shall We Use the Bible?” 

“Is Evil Here to Stay?” 

“Where Is the Kingdom of God?” 

“Will Christianity Change Our World?” 
“Does Life Spring from Death?” 


WEEK DAY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


For a number of years at Waveland Ave. 
Congregational Church, Chicago, there has 
been held a children’s meeting every Wednes- 
day afternoon from 3:30 to 5 o’clock. All 
children from 5 to 15 are invited, regardless 
of creed and the average attendance has been 
about 90. 

The program consists of worship, and a 
story told by a trained story teller. Games 
are played. There are object talks and many 
other methods used to meet the needs as they 
come up. The pastor of the church considers 
this one of the very finest experiences in his 
ministry. 


FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
The Ladder of Success 


100% I did. 

90% I will. 

80% I can. 

70% I think I can, 
60% I might. 

50% I think I might. 
40% What is it? 
80% I wish I could. 
20% I don’t know how. 
10% I can’t. 

0% I wont. 


A PACKET FROM WOOLVERTON 


Many of our readers will want one of Wool- 
verton’s Rally Day invitations printed in 
colors. Those we have before us are printed 
in blue and red on soft white paper. One 
carries a large, round jolly face with out- 
stretched welcoming arms and hands, Over 
the head is the word “Welcome” in blue on a 
red background. It is attractive and appeal- 


ing. There is a blank space for the name 
of your church, etc. This is folder No. 650-B, 
$1.25 per 100 plain, with name and location 
of church 50c extra. The second one is No. 
650-D. This has more illustrations and is 
attractive to younger people, same price. This 
invitation is to be folded and mailed in enve- 
lope. 

The sample booster card (No. 345) is post 
card size, printed in black and red with the 
Expositor cut of the three people knocking 
the “T” out of the phrase “It can’t be done,” 
changing it to “It can be done.” 60c per 100. 


FREE MOTION PICTURE FILMS 


The De Vry Corporation, 1103-1111 Center 
St., Chicago, Ill, have a library of free 
films for educational purposes. Originally it 
was a library for users of De Vry Pro- 
jectors, but now they have 250 reels of film 
for the use of churches and schools. In order 
to use it you must live within a radius of 
500 miles of Chicago. All the film is non-in- 
flammable. 

The catalogue containing the list of subjects 
has a brief description of each film with the 
number of reels to the subject, usually one 
reel each. We advise every user of motion 
pictures within the distance mentioned to send 
for this catalogue. 


WHERE HOLDING OFFICE IN A CHURCH 
MEANS SOMETHING 


Rev. Earl H. Thayer, pastor of the Em- 
manuel Congregational Church, Springfield, 
Mass., sends a complete service for the instal- 
lation of officers of a church, saying that 
the pledges were adapted from an article 
printed in The Hxpositor, August, 1919. He 
also says that such a service has a good effect 
upon both officers and members and deepens 
their conception of the work of the church. 
The main part of the installation service is 
as follows: 

1. Deacon. (Deacons in their chairs in 
front of pulpit and facing congregation. The 
one to be installed in a pew.) 

Minister: “One of the Deacons’ chairs is 
vacant. Who will serve?” 

Candidate: “Here am I. Send me.” 

First Deacon: “And let them also first be 
proved then let them serve as deacon if they 
be found blameless.” 

Second Deacon: 
18.) 

Third Deacon: (Reads duties of deacon 
from the By-laws of the church) and asks, 
“Do you accept the responsibilities of this 
office?” 


(Reads 1 Tim. 8:8, 9, 12, 


Candidate: “I do.” 

Prayer of Installation. (Candidate takes 
his chair). 

2. Clerk. Usher (having escorted the 


clerk elect from the rear of the church to the 


| BIBLE MESSAGES, Vol. 4 


, GREAT REVIVAL ADDRESSES 
LIST OF CONTENTS: 


Crucifying Christ in Danville 


“They crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him 
to an open shame.” Heb. 6-6. “They did it in Paul’s day. And 
they are doing it again today. They did it in Jerusalem. And 
they are doing it here in Danville!” This sermon was delivered 
at a union meeting of the churches. A prominent Christian lay- 
man said, “One of the greatest messages the city ever heard.” 


The Sign of the Scarlet Thread 


A mighty message on a mighty theme. The great flaming truth 
from Genesis to Revelation. Convincing, powerful and attention 
compelling. A Gibraltar gospel sermon. 


The Gleam of the Serpent’s Fang 


A crowning message on John 3-14, It rings a warning that will 
challenge the most indifferent. It unmasks the deadly fangs of sin, 
and points the unsaved to the only Hope, of nations and of men. 


Your One Besetting Sin 


Another great revival address. Uncompromising and fearless. 
Like all the others, there is no uncertain sound to this message. 
It concludes with the redemption of a beautiful girl through the 
agency of a Gideon Bible, in touching and powerful testimony to 
the gospel of the Crucified and Risen Christ. 


OTHER GREAT ADDRESSES IN THIS VOLUME 


The Hidden Face One Grave Which Has No Res- 
Harvesting the Wild Oats urrection : 

For Exchange—A Soul Marked for Eternity 

The Fountain in the Desert A Place for Every Man 

A Slave of Fortune Deadly Delays Y 

What Time Is It The Mission of Messiah 


The King of all Loose Leaf 15 Great Revival Messages in the DeLuxe Loose Leaf Black 
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BIBLE MESSAGES, Vol. 3 


LIST OF CONTENTS : ae 
Scrapping the Ten Commandments The Great Unpardonable Sin 


Thou Art the Man! » Where Are We Going Tonight? 
Guilty or Not Guilty Sheaves From the Field of Sin 

ore cade The Living Mask The Gospel of the Ages 
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front says) “M has been elected Clerk 
of Church.” 

Moderator of last business meeting reads 
the duties of the Clerk from the By-laws. 
(By-laws require him to sworn in annually.) 
Notary Public (who happened to be Treas- 
urer of Benevolences swears him in.) 

3. Trustee. Clerk announces “Mr. ...... 
has been elected Trustee. 

First Trustee: “It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful.” 

Second Trustee: Reads duties of Trustee 
from the By-laws. 

Minister gives a charge. Candidate who has 
been standing takes a seat at the left of the 
pulpit with the other Trustees. 

4. Treasurers and Auditor. Clerk an- 
nounces the names of the candidates and reads 
their duties from the By-laws. 


Deacon: “Has satisfactory bond been given 
to the Trustees?” 

Trustees: “Satisfactory bond has been 
given.” 


5. Collectors. Clerk announces names and 
reads the duties as given in the By-laws. 
Treasurer gives a charge. 

6. Church School Superintendent. Clerk 
announces his name and reads duties. Deacon 
reads appropriate Scripture such as Psalm 
119:9-16. Minister gives a charge and re- 
ceives him into pulpit thus symbolizing the 
double office of Pastor and Teacher once 
existing in the Congregational Church. 


7. Head Ushers. Clerk announces names 
and they take their places at head of opposite 
aisles unless occupying another office when 
they merely stand in their places. 

8. Committees and delegates. Clerk reads 
their names and they stand in their places. 

Church School Superintendent leads in 
Pledge of Allegiance by Officers, Committee 
Members and Delegates. 

“Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
strength I promise to be faithful to the extent 
of my ability to all known duties and respon- 
sibilities devolving on me. I will endeavor to 
be regular in my attendance, cheerful in my 
service, large hearted in my giving, open- 
minded in my planning, patient in the face 
of trials, persistent in the face of difficulties 
and Christlike in my fidelity. I will seek by 
example and precept the promotion of Chris- 
tian fellowship among all our members and 
the extension of Christ’s Kingdom in my own 
heart, in Springfield, the Homeland and the 
World.” 

Pledge of Allegiance b 
Pet, g y the Members of 

“Having chosen these officers to guide us 
in the administration of the Church, we, its 
members, affirm our own loyalty to the yore 
and pledge our consideration of the plans 
and our friendly cooperation in the service 
which may be suggested to us. We acknow- 
ledge our duty and declare our determination 
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to pray for all our leaders and to share with 


them in the inspiring responsibilities of 
Christ’s Kingdom. To this end we will joy- 
fully seek to build up our Church and to win 
men and women to the knowledge and obedi- 
ence of Jesus Christ.” : 

Prayer of Installation. ‘ 


—-= 


‘A NEW WAY TO PRINT A CALENDAR 


Dane Street Church, Beverly, Mass., prints 
its important and. interesting poems and 
messages at the top left hand corner in a 
square. That is a splendid idea that other 
churches might copy. Less display of the 
name of the church and more space for a help- 
ful message or picture is one of the best ways 
to make the calendar count for more than an 
announcement sheet. 


SECRETS OF THE VICTORIOUS LIFE 


These splendid topics are from Rev. James 
G. Gilkey, South Church, Springfield, Mass. 

Discovering One’s Hidden Powers. 

Drawing Help From God. 

Changing Old Habits. 


Conquering Fear. 4 re 


Mastering Discouragement. 
Gaining Inward Peace. 
Living Above One’s Moods. 


ANOTHER POPULAR CUT 


Rev. Robert L. Armor, San Antonio, Texas, 
uses many devices to arouse his people. He 
advertises sermon topics on_his~ envelopes. 
The latest and one of the cleverest devices is 
a cut called “Announcing.” Here it is. You 
can have one for your own use for 40 cents. 


HOW TO HANDLE ABSENTEES 


October is the month to look up every- 
body who was ever connected with the church 
for the purpose of making a vital contact with 
them. The problem of the absentee is one of 
the hardest that pastors have to deal with. 
Dr. Charles E. Burton, New York, has had 
much experience in this line and he has given 
his brethren sound advice. He makes three 
points in The Congregationalist as follows: 

1. The Christ mind regarding those who 
absent themselves from the church and who 
live remote from it. There are two classes 


which give the pastor great concern, namely, 
_ those who live in the vicinity, but never ap- 
pear at the services, or but seldom, and those 
who move away and do not take letters. Sup- 
pose, now, there be the Church mind not alone 
in the pastor but on the part of the entire 
church; the mind that begets unity of pur- 
pose; what will be the thought of the church 
regarding absentees and absentors? Surely 
it can do no other than keep its covenant 
when on receiving these members it promised 
to “watch over them.” This is a sacred pledge 
_ on the part of a church to give thought and 
attention to those who wander from its 
ministry. 

2. Plans for winning back the uninterested. 
The church should do more than feel badly 
about those who have lost their interest in 
it. It should have a definite plan to secure 
the re-enlistment in the affairs of the church 
of all who neglect it. That plan should in- 
clude personal attention and endeavor to re- 
move the cause of uninterestedness. It should 
seek the enlistment of these persons in actual 
service. To these and other ends the church 
_ should have a carefully devised system where- 
by it keeps in motion the influences calculated 
to re-win the disaffected. 

3. Plans for -helping the absentees. At 
stated intervals let the pastor write to every 
absentee, seeking a response from each. Let 
different members of the church be charged 
with corresponding with different ones. Se- 
ure from them contributions to the church 
and to its benevolences. If they are remote 
from the ministry of any Christian church 
- provide them with Christian literature, helps 
to personal devotions and family prayer. 
Moreover, the case is rare where it is not 
wisest to seek a transfer of membership to 
some church where the member can worship 
regularly. Some denominational headquarters 
_ask for the names of absentees of the various 
churches with a view to forwarding them 
to~ churches nearby. Let every church be 
prepared to cooperate both in furnishing these 
lists and in seeking out any whose names 
are forwarded to it. Have a plan and work 
it! ia : ee. 


‘THE VALUE OF DEFINITENESS 


This month we raise the question of definite-- 


ness. Now here is an example of a straight- 
forward program for church members. It is 
taken from the calendar of the Euclid Avenue 
Baptist Church, Cleveland, O- 
What Is Expected of a Church Member. 

1. Be faithful to Christ. Study the Bible. 
Pray often. Shun evil companions. Do noth- 


ing that you are convinced, after praying. 


about it, Jesus would not approve. Keep your- 
self pure in thought, speech and deed. 

2. Be faithful to the church. Attend its 
meetings regularly. Take an active interest 
in its affairs. Give a definite proportion of 


51 


Publish 
a 
Parish 
Paper 


A Parish Paper will advertise your church, increase 
the attendance, encourage the auxiliaries, act as 
an assistant pastor. 

Our co-operative plan will provide you with a 
parish paper at no expense to you or your church. 
Many pastors make a profit from $25 to $100 per 
month from their parish papers. 


See our ad on page 71. Send for free samples 
and particulars. 


The National Religious Press 


Originators of The Parish Paner Idea 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


your income to help support the church and 
to spread the gospel throughout the world. 
(Many Christians follow the Bible plan of 
giving one-tenth of their income to the Lord’s 
work.) Learn what Jesus meant when he said, 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

3. Be faithful to others. Strive earnestly 
and persistently to lead others to take Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour, as you have 
done. Do this, first of all, by living a joyous, 
victorious Christian life yourself. Make the 
Christian life the subject of conversation 
whenever it can be done naturally. Pray for 
those whom you are trying to bring to Christ. 


ELABORATE PUBLICITY 

We have before us a double column adver- 
tisement fifteen inches long taken from The 
San Francisco Chronicle inviting people to 
attend services at The First Congregational 
Church of which Dr. James L. Gordon is pas- 
tor. We will not discuss the cost of such an 
advertisement; the church. holds over 2,000 
people packed, hundreds turned away, and 
1,200 and more at prayer meeting. 

If the basket offerings alone approach $500 
a Sunday what difference does it make how 
much is spent for newspaper advertising? If 
this ad cost $25 it certainly paid. 

What occupies so much space, you ask? In 
the first. place--the Sunday morning sermon 
theme is given. It is analyzed by means of 
ten questions about it that Dr. Gordon pro- 
mises to answer. Another section 1s devoted 
to his Sunday evening “Question Drawer, 
giving thirteen questions that will be answered. 


e e 
Thinking of Rally Day? 
He thinks best who sends for our proof 
sheets, samples, etc., of Rally Day supplies. 
McCLEERY PRINTING CO. 
8 West 43rd St. Kansas City, Mo. 


These questions deal with everything under 
the sun. 

A section is devoted to Dr. Gordon’s bogk- 
lets (7 in number) which are offered to all 
who come early, entirely free. One section is 
devoted to the Sunday Morning Bible Talks 
and the Bible Class taught by Judge Wilbur 
(now Secretary of the Navy). The balance of 
the space is devoted to fifteen questions that 
Dr. Gordon promises to answer on Wednesday 
night and a picture of the eighteen “Sunset 
Singers” that sing at the service. 

As much care and skill are devoted to this 

publicity as to the preparation of the sermon. 
If you visit San Francisco and wish to at- 
tend service there by all means plan to get 
to church an hour before service begins. Jt 
may be worth while to say that any minister 
who has the genius for publicity can create 
a great interest in his church and in himself 
by spending more time in preparing his pub- 
licity and paying more money for space. 
_. Dr. Gordon once said to a group of minis- 
ters, “You are working on a small scale. Your 
whole budget may be $5,000 or $10,000. At 
the end of the year you close. your books with 
a hundred dollars in the treasury. You think 
you have done well. Suppose I have a budget 
of $50,000 or $100,000 and close the year with 
the same amount in the treasury. We have 
both done well, only one program is large 
and the others are small.” This means that 
many ministers and churches could do a much 
larger work if they had more faith to “launch 
out into the deep.” We need to make greater 
ventures for Christ and his church. . 


A PACK OF RALLY CARDS > 
__We hold in our hand a pack of cards. They 
are post cards printed in colors with’ various 
graphic scenes adorned with appropriate in- 
vitation matter and some of them: directly 
designed to reach absentees. ‘They are from 
the press of Goodenough & Woglom; N. Y. 


TRYING TO GET PEOPLE TO CHURCH 


Some ministers are confronted with the 
double task of preaching and trying . to..get 
people to attend the. services. If it were any 
other organization than the church ministers 
might feel that the defect was. their own. 
However, the truth may lie in another direct- 
tion altogether. It may be pure indifference 
to the church or spiritual coldness. It may 
also be that some people have come to feel an 
independence that leads them to get on with- 
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out the church. No matter what the cause 
it is a serious condition in some sections. 

A bundle of interesting printed matter comes 
from Dr. E. H. Willisford, pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church, Houston, Texas. Among 
the printed cards enclosed are three pledge 
cards seeking to get the men, women and young 


people to attend the morning service. The 
people are divided with three classes (1) 
Regular, (2) Frequent, (3) Occasional. Reg- 


ular attendants attend at least twenty-six 
times a, year. Frequent church goers are 
those who attend twelve or more services and 
occasional dwindles to six. 

We think these figures are altogether too 
low. A man who attends Sunday morning 
service only twenty-six times out of fifty-two 
is certainly not regular, but it is advantageous 
to get a man who attends only a dozen times 
during the year to sign up for twenty-six. 

We would like to have our readers tell us 
about their own successful struggles with this 
problem of attendance. We will not mention 
your names or location but it would do all 
of us a lot of good if you would throw some 
light upon this perplexing problem. 

We commend two little books that deal with 

this question. “Building the Congregation” 
by W. C. Skeath (Methodist Book Concern, 
N. Y. 50c) and “High Mark Congregations” 
by Henry Gurting (Horace Worth Co., Boston, 
50c). 


HOW I PREPARE MY SERMONS 
Rev. Paul Brosy, Goshen, Indiana 

On Sunday night after returning from Ves- 
pers I take down my prayer-book and read 
the epistle or gospel lesson which is allotted 
for the next Sunday. This is done in a devo- 
tional spirit after which I retire and sleep on 
it. Monday morning I read the lesson again 
in a more critical way. Tuesday morning I 
study the lesson intensively on the basis of the 
original Greek. Having satisfied myself as to 
the original meaning of the text, I then seek to 
learn how. the various translators have under- 
stood it.. I have at my disposal the Latin Vul- 
gate, Martin Luther’s German. translation, 
Wycliffe’s Old English Version, the Gothic in 
those parts which have remained, Moffatt’s 
translation, Weymouth’s Edition, and the Twen- 
tieth Century. New Testament, the King James 
Version, and the American Revised. These I 
study diligently and have never failed to re- 
ceive new light on the text. In addition to 
these I get great help from Vincent’s Word 
Studies and Thayer’s. Greek Lexicon. Thay- 
er’s Greek.Lexicon is often better than most 
commentaries. On Wednesday. morning I 
undertake to. determine the historical setting 
of the text.and try to get in the same attitude 
of.mind .as was. the man who wrote it. For 
this I find the International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia and Smith’s “In the Days of 
His Flesh” valuable. 

Thursday morning I spend in finding out 


what my Church has to say about this text 
in her Confessions, Creeds and Catechisms. 
Friday morning I examine the text again to 
see how my “Old Adam” reacts to it and what 
objections it presents. What does the text 
have by way of reproof, instruction, comfort, 
or challenge? An hour of quiet meditation 
and prayer then follow and I am ready to 
make an outline on the basis of my investiga- 
tions. Saturday morning I spend in writing 
the sermon and it is not dry when it is finished. 
So far as other men’s sermons, and cut and 
dried illustrations are concerned, I never use 
them. My sermons may not be so good as 
others, but they are mine. Let me also say 
that I never bring my saw-dust and chips 
into the pulpit. 


AN EVENING WITH WHITTIER 
Plymouth Church, Oakland, Calif., recently 
had a Whittier program on Sunday evening. 
The program was as follows: 
Organ Prelude, “Prayer and Cradle Song” 
Ann BE GOS Gon 6 ae Bee anon Oe Guilmant 
Processional Hymn, “Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind” 
Evening Prayer 
“Jubilate”—Chorale Henry Hadley 
Mlustrated Hymn—“America the Beautiful” 
A Group of Whittier Hymns— 
“When On My Day Of Life the Night Is 
Falling.” 
“O Brother Man, Fold to Thy Heart Thy 
Brother.” 
“I Bow My Forehead to the Dust.” 


oo eccee ee eccewe 
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Address—“John Greenleaf Whittier, Teacher 
and Prophet.” 
“Tarry With Me’”—Baritone and Chorus 
Maes eels ra ee ores classes Baldwin 
“John Greenleaf Whittier: A pictorial survey 
of his life; dramatization of ‘The Bare- 
foot Boy” and “Maud Muller.” A one-reel 
motion picture. 
Hymn, “Immortal Love, Forever Full.” 
Benediction. 
Organ Postlude—“Postludium in D. major” 
2 60 Sof 0iD Rd CLOADIEN Se aeeoes patacde onc aime Merkel 
SELLING STONES FOR MONEY 
Sometime ago we told in these columns of 
the way Rosewood Presbyterian Church of 
Toledo, Ohio, is raising money to erect a new 
church building. They are selling stones at 
$1.00 each. In an attempt to raise money 
outside of the membership the church under- 
took to sell 25,000 stones. The pastor, Rev. 
C. B. Gahagen has written us a letter giving 
further information. The facts he gives may 
help some brother who is contemplating the 
raising of money. We give the letter in part: 
“We have realized more than $2,000 from 
this effort and still the Stones keep rolling in. 
We sent out letters with the envelopes invit- 
ing people to Throw stones at our church and 
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Parish Papers 


Has your Church a Parish Paper? If not, why 
not? Our prices are so reasonable that it is almost 
criminal negligence for any church to be without 
one. A 4-page paper, 2 local, costs but $5.00 for 
200 copies. An 8-page paper with 4 local is $10.00. 
For a larger paper use our attractive Art Cover. : 
Write for samples. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Colored borders. 2 pages printed, 2 left blank. — 
75c per 100. 400 or more weekly, 65c. Samples free. § 


THE CHURCH PRESS, Lostant, Illinois 


our members have found it rather interesting 
to step up to their friends and say, ‘Wouldn’t 
you like to throw a few stones at our church.’ 
They get better results than by asking for the 
cash. 

“We sent letters to more than a thousand 
citizens which are bringing some returns. One 
letter will not do the work. People lay it 
aside and forget it but when you send the 
follow-up letters telling what others have 
done there is always a good number who re- 
spond to the request. 

“Our new church auditorium and the new 
equipment will cost us at the least calculation 
$115,000 and will probably be dedicated next 
October. Any campaign such as the ‘Stone’ 
campaign must be thoroughly organized if 
one is to reap any benefits. Every member 
of the church should give at least ten names 
of friends who might want to have a part in 
a church building project. We began with 
700 names and have felt that the effort was 
worth while in that it gave us a net sum of 
more than $2,000 from people who are not 
members of our church.” 


PREACHING CARTOONS 


Happy is the minister who has a son .or 
daughter who can draw his illustrations and 
make his message doubly valuable. We call 
attention to a certain cartoon printed on the 
church calendar of the First Baptist Church, 
Salem, Oregon, Rev. Ernest H. Shanks, pastor. 
The picture seeks to illustrate the question 
Jesus asked, “What shall it profit a man if 
he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?” The picture is worth seeing. You 
could probably borrow or rent it for your own 
use if you cared to write to Dr. Shanks. 


HE CONVINCED HIS OFFICIAL BOARD 

Rev. Herbert Marsh induced his official 
board to say, “It pays to advertise” and back 
up its conviction with an appropriation of 
$100 for publicity. Mr. Marsh is pastor of 
the Community Church, Dolliver, Iowa. _When 
he went there the “S. O. S.” was in evidence, 
in two months “S. R. O.” had been hoisted 
and the trustees were worrying about how to 


get room for the crowds. Mr. Marsh has sent 
two invitation cards that turned the tide. We 
think his subjects had something to do with it. 
Here are eight of his themes: 

“The Man Who Was Down But Not Out.” 

“The Man of Hard Luck Who Kept a Stiff 
Upper Lip.” 

“The Young Man Who Got His Eyes Open.” 

“The Young Man Who Got Another Chance.”’ 

“The Dead Man Who Did Good.” 

“The Man Who Disgraced His Family.” 

“The Man Who Said I’M From Missouri.” 

“The Man Who Lost a Good Impression.” 

Mr. Marsh says, “The invitation cards have 
been a means of introduction to strangers. I 
give them a card, ask their name and invite 
them to church.” 


A BUSINESSLIKE CALLING CARD 


We wish to reproduce this calling card from 
the Strathcona Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
Alta., Canada. All the necessary data is 
printed and there is no need for explanation. 


CALLING CARD 
Strathcona Baptist Church 
Edmonton, Alta. 


Rev. O. D. Priddle, M. A., B. Th., Pastor 
Visitor, M 
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In Loyalty to Your Church and 
In Love to Your Lord 


Stranger attending the church.............. 
Adherents attending the church 
New Members, appreciate call 
Mission Circle, interested in 
Ladies Aid, interested in 
Cradle Roll, interested in 
Sunday School, may join 
Bap esol Use MAY: =] ON Se na ere el we see ck 
Baptist, anticipate uniting with church....... 
Adherent, contemplate joining the church 
Member feels slighted 


SS 6. 660 6) 000.6 «6 
Ce ee er) 
CCenPUATG 3 bea le Te Sle ele 6. 
$0.10) shel Sars) hn 6 1e a) eee « s) 6 
Ce ee ay 


| 


ee eee 
Cie(0 = OU a) sheers 18 @ ae 9: es e)al 660 
Ce 
O60 10 0ey CFO O86 wy epee aie) dle) ecane 


_Kindly indicate with an X the result of your 
visit in the second column and return this 
sheet, to the organizer of visitation, Mrs. A. H 
McMilian. : 


Write remarks on other side of this sheet. 


FILING CLIPPINGS 

We have recently had inquiries from some 
of our readers as to methods of filing clippings 
and indexing reading matter. We answer the 
latter question by referring to “Wilson’s In- 
dex.” This is a specially prepared book for in- 
dexing what one reads. It is also a clipping file 
See advertisement in The Expositor August, 
1924, p. 1354." Send for information to Wilson 
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Index Co., Box E, Haddam, Conn. This mag- 
azine frequently carries advertisements of some 
of the best filing and clipping devices known. 


‘The manner of handling clippings is not as 
simple a matter as one might suppose. A 
friend who entered the ministry solved his 
problem by buying 500 manila envelopes and 
then secured a box large enough to hold a 
hundred or more of these envelopes standing 
on edge. He wrote subjects on the top edge 
of each envelope such as Hope, Love, Sacrifice, 
Service, Prayer, etc. These he arranged al- 
phabetically and into these envelopes he 
placed his clippings. 


Most systems of filing clippings are like 
that. Some have elaborate containers like 
oak boxes, or cabinets with drawers. The 
main thing to keep in mind is not an elaborate 
way of filing but an easy way of finding when 
you want what you want. It is efficient to 
index alphabetically, or to file that way the 
clippings within the envelopes. It is possible 
to spend too much time in filing and indexing. 

One brother we knew kept all his Expositors 
on his library shelves, unbound, but in order, 
and he made a card index of everything he 
wanted to use or thought he would use. This 
took time but was the most useful way of get- 
ting at what he wanted quickly. 


Another method is to take a shelf in the 
library for clippings, using card board guides 
and envelopes, and set up on edge like books. 
This may be consulted on the shelf, or from a 
small record book carefully kept with every- 
thing on the shelf indicated. 


It is presumed that ministers have their 
books arranged on their shelves according to 
subject matter. Perhaps this is not general 
as we saw a minister’s library recently where 
the books were arranged according to size. 
Be careful to have your books placed on the 
shelves in order. One section may be devoted 
to commentaries, begin with Genesis and con- 
tinue chronologically to Revelation. There 
may be gaps where there are no books because 
the list is not complete. Philosophy and 
Science, Sociology, Archaeology, Bible Intro- 
duction, Dictionaries, Story and Sermon ma- 
terial for children’s sermons, etc., should be in 
their proper sections. You can see that such 
an arrangement will help in time saving when 
preparing sermons. 

Also have a sermon file where the best of 
your sermon notes are found carefully indexed. 
As you find clippings or book illustrations on 
those themes you can slip them into the place 
where the sermon is and then if you wish 
later to add to the sermon you have these more 
recent clippings. All sermon files should be 
“gone over” at least once in five years and all 
unusable material thrown away. Good ser- 
mons and useful clippings should be saved of 
course. We shall be glad to publish various 
experiences of our readers on the way they 
solve this problem. Let us hear from you. 


ONE WAY TO RAISE MONEY FOR: 
' MISSIONS 

The Bird Memorial Church, Chicago, has 
been raising money for home and foreign mis- 
sions. They instituted two clocks, one for men 
and the other for women. The pastor printed 
the following on his calendar: 

“One clock represents the gifts of the men 
and boys of the church and the other the wo- 
men’s and girls’. Each is to run to the hun- 
dred dollar mark, for that is our goal—just 
$200, which means that we want everyone who 
is big and unselfish and generous to think of 
the persons who are much less blessed’ than 
we and come across with a dollar at least. 
If you can’t afford a dollar out of your earn- 
ings couldn’t you earn one during the month 
of November? Or couldn’t you deny yourself 
some frivolity or amusement and give it to 
those whose lives are devoid of amusements 
altogether? The men and boys are trying to 
beat the women. The women are ahead. 
Hurry up, boys!” 


HAVE A COMMUNITY LIFE INSTITUTE 

At Roseville, Ontario, they had a wondeful 
community get-together in the form of a Com- 
munity Life Institute. It lasted three days. 
Rev. A. T. Nash, pastor of one of the churches 
taking part has written a most enthusiastic 
account of it and we give his story in part 
because such events are exceedingly valuable 
for any community. 

Roseville is the center of an exceptionally 
fine farming district. There are two churches, 
Evangelical and United Brethren, a public 
school, a printing plant, a general store and 
twenty dwelling houses. You can see the 
village is small and what this community did 
- others can do. 

A promotion committee composed of repre- 
sentatives of the churches, school, women’s 
Missionary societies, Junior Farmers, etc., had 
charge of: the affair and appointed sub-com- 
mittees to look after the different phases of 
the preparation. The week day meetings were 
held at the school house but the churches were 
used on Sunday. 

The opening meeting on Friday night was 
under the chairmanship of the president of 
the local School Board. The devotional period, 
led by the Class Leader of the Evangelical 
Church infused a splendid spirit into the meet- 
ing which permeated all the sessions. The 
Pastor gave a practical address on “Com- 
munity Health,” opening the eyes of many, 
even in this enlightened district, as to the 
fundamental importance of health and how 
to secure and maintain it. The address on 
“The School and the Community” by the Field 
Secretary of the Ontario Trustees and Rate- 
payers Association, was a strong plea for 
greater appreciation of the value of an edu- 
cation to the community as well as to the in- 
dividual. j 

On Saturday afternoon the president of the 


Christmas Greetings 
For Pastors and Church Workers 


Twenty-five cards and folders, no two alike, 
with envelopes to match (regular one dollar 
value) for only 50 cents, postpaid. Order early 
so that you can examine our line and pick out 
the greetings you wish to send to your entire 
congregation. 


Printing for Churches, Envelope Systems, 
etc., 18 our specialty. 


The Woolverton Printing Co. 
Cedar Falls, Ia. 


Junior Farmers presided. The District Repre- 
sentative told “How the Junior Farmers Help 
the Community.” The community specialist 
and Field Secretary of the Social Service 
Council of Ontario, gave an address on “The 
Value of Community Play.” Afterwards he 
gave a demonstration on the school grounds 
of Group Games. This feature proved to be 
of great social value because it gave everybody 
an opportunity to meet everybody else as they 
played together in the different games, and 
all enjoyed the picnic supper which followed. 

Saturday evening was music night. A Musie 
Teacher from Toronto delighted the audience 
with her interpretation of music and demon- 
stration of the part music should play in the 
home, school, church, as well as in the com- 


munity. She used the phonograph for this 
purpose. One of the men led in community 
singing. 


The two Sunday Schools met together in 
the Evangelical church on Sunday morning. 
At eleven o’clock in the same church there 
was an address on “The Church and the Com- 
munity.” In the evening the United Brethren 
church was filled and an address was given on 
the subject, “The Program of Jesus for Com- 
munity Welfare.” A large young people’s 
chorus and two male quartettes provided spe- 
cial music Friday and Saturday and the united 
choirs sang on Sunday. 

“No community can ever be quite the same” 
writes Mr. Nash, “after holding a series of 
neighborhood meetings such as we had at Rose- 
ville.” He tells us of five direct benefits de- 
rived from this gathering. 


1. It gets the people working and playing 
together. 

2. The outside speakers give the people 
something new to think about. 

3. It touches all phases of Community life. 

4. It discovers local needs and shows how 
to supply them. 

5. It develops local talent. 


BE CAREFUL OF YOUR PRINTED 
MATTER . 
We call our readers’ attention to the im- 
portance of printing the name of the city 
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and town where the church exists on every 
piece of printed matter. We urge ministers 
to use printed stationery and two cent stamped 
envelopes for mailing letters, etc., to members 
and others you seek to win. 

We wish to mention the use of illustrations. 
We have before us an envelope on the outside 
of which are the words, “A Photo of Your 
Friend.” Upon opening it we were terribly 
disappointed. There is a half-tone picture of 
Christ printed on poor paper so black and 
unattractive as almost to cause tears. 

Every picture sent out by the church should 
be the very best or not sent at all. The effect 
of illustrated printed matter on people who 
receive it is tremendous if it be beautifully 
printed and compelling in its arrangement. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is worthy of our 
very best efforts. 


THE CHURCH OF THE RADIANT CROSS 

As you approach the First Baptist Church 
of Oakland, Calif., in the evening you will 
realize why people speak of this church as 


radiant. On a conspicuous part of the build- 
ing is a huge electric sign “44 feet high, 4 
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feet wide; of steel construction, made in two 
sections, and weighs 900 pounds. The letters 
are double-faced, 18 inches high and the bulbs 
used are 25 watt blue daylight type. There 
is a flashing Cross at the top and the word 
of ‘Welcome’ at the bottom. It attracts many 
a passer-by to the church. It is one of the 
finest signs in Oakland and is said to be the 
largest Church Sign in America.” The name 
of the company installing the Cross may be 
had by writing The Expositor. 

The pastor, Dr. John Snape, says the sign 
cost $700 and was the gift of one family. In 
commenting on its value he said, “We think it 
is one of the best things we have ever done 
here in the Church. It attracts a good deal 
of comment and of course a good deal of atten- 
tion ‘on the part of passers-by. We speak 
now of our Church as ‘The Church of the 
Radiant Cross.’ ” 

Such an advertisement is of value from 
many points of view. Dr. Snape makes excel- 
lent use of it in his printed publicity. For 
example the accompanying illustration is used 
as a newspaper cut. It is absolutely unique 
and there is nothing else like it in the city. 
The business world has demonstrated that 
electric signs do attract people. 


THE SECRET OF PRAYER MEETING 
: SUCCESS 


Dr. Len G. Broughton of Jacksonville, 
Florida, is noted for his successful handling 
of the prayer meeting problem. A short time 
ago he was asked to write some of his expe- 
riences for “Church Business” (Duplex, Va.) 
and we have extracted from that short article 
the following facts for the benefit of our 
readers: 

“The Prayer Meeting,” he says, “has been 
my great teaching opportunity, and for a long 
time I have used it for a most thoroughly 
prepared Bible exposition. I have.never had 
any trouble about getting people to the prayer 
meeting when I followed this course.” Con- 
tinuing he says, “Sometimes a-helpful de- 
parture from the Bible exposition is a lecture 
on some outstanding character or movement. 
I take, for example, some outstanding church, 
and outline its method of work; or some Chris- 
tian institution that has made a special place 
in the religious world and treat it likewise. 

“Occasionally I have a great testimony and 
fellowship service but when I do this, I always 
prepare my part of it, and look after the 
general arrangements beforehand. I have been 
asked many times how long a prayer meeting 
address by the minister should be. My ans- 
wer always is: Just as long as he can make 
it interesting and helpful. I usually take 
half an hour, at least. That gives a half-hour 
for a few spirited songs and prayers in be- 
half of our church work. 

St usually give an opportunity at this ser- 
vice for people to unite with the church, and 


it is a rare thing that somebody does not do 
so. Many people prefer this quiet way, hence 
they wait for the Wednesday evening meeting. 
It furnishes a better opportunity also for the 
proper introduction of new members 

“There is no reason why a church in a city, 
today, should not have a strong mid-week 
meeting. The church membership is generally 
present, and the opportunity is afforded to get 
together apart from the general mixed crowd 
of Sunday. 

“IT have found it very helpful and always 
popular, to go through the Bible, book by book, 
at the prayer meetings, using my blackboard 
and giving an analysis of each book. For the 
past three months my general topic for the 
prayer meeting has been, ‘The Things That 
Make for Success in the Church and in the 
Individual Life’ and for each address I have 
gone to the Bible for my foundation. If I 

have a topic, it is the outcome of Bible teach- 
ing and it is treated in that way. 

“Church people love to be carried back to 
the Bible, or to put it another way, they love 
to begin with the Bible, and to proceed from 
it into the problems of life. The Bible is 
more attractive to day, in my judgment, than 
ever before. We do not have to defend it. 
It is in no danger. What is needed is that we 
open it up and let the people see it. 

“Whatever turn the prayer meeting takes 
there should be thorough preparation for it. 
While the liberty of the Spirit must always 
be recognized at every service and particularly 
at the prayer meeting, the consciousness of 
that should not bring us in a lazy way to the 
prayer meeting, expecting it to proceed satis- 
factorily without effort on our part. 

“The selection of hymns should be carefully 
made before the service begins. I have some- 
times used very successfully for a time the 
children of our church at the prayer meeting, 
forming them into a Junior Choir. This 
brings the children to the prayer meeting and 
offers a new interest for them. The. minister 
must see ahead so as not to allow any method 
to wear itself out before another is brought 
on.” 


WHAT TEN CENTS WILL D 
Send ten cents to the Personal Help Library, 
Miami Beach, Florida, receive copies of ‘‘Evo- 
lution and the Soul” and “Shall We Live For- 
ever?” by return mail postpaid. 


ASK THE PEOPLE 
’ Rev. Bernard C. Clausen, D. D., of Syracuse, 
N. Y., tried an experiment in homiletics that 
any minister could carry through with profit 
to everybody. He started out with. the -ques- 
tion, “Who knows most’ about preaching?” 
And after the obvious replies, “The professor 
of homiletics” and “The preacher himself,” 
he came to the conclusion that the congrega- 
tion, who are obliged to listen to preaching 


week in and week out all through their lives 
may possibly have a few opinions about 
preaching that are worth consideration by the 
preacher, not to speak of the professor of 
homiletics himself, 


With this thought in mind, Dr. Clausen 
made the very instructive experiment de- 
scribed in his book. His people had been ask- 
ing him occasionally if he would not repeat cer- 
tain. sermons, so that, after he had been 
preaching for a year in the First Baptist 
Church of Syracuse, N. Y., he took his con- 
gregation at its word and invited them to 
select five of the forty-six sermons which he 
had preached during the year and which he 
would repeat on five successive Sunday nights. 
He distributed ballots at both services on a 
Sunday, the ballots containing the topics of 
the forty-six sermons, each topic followed by 
a sentence giving the key thought of the ser- 
mon, just enough to prod their memoriees. 
For convenience in voting each sermon was 
numbered. 


Dr. Clausen has told the story in detail in 
his book “Preach It Again” (Judson Press, 
Phil.) 


MISSION STUDY BOOKS 


“China’s Challenge to Christianity” by Pro- 
fessor Lucius C. Porter, Dean of Arts and 
Sciences in Peking University, and head of 
the Department of Chinese in Columbia Uni- 
versity. A general book on China, planned 
especially for advanced study groups and un- 
dertaking to present the major issues before 
Christianity today in that country in the light 
of the outstanding movements in social, poli- 
tical, intellectual and religious life. 

“China’s Real Revolution” by Paul Hutchin- 
son, managing Editor of The Christian Cen- 
tury, for seniors, presents in a vivid style, 
with many stories and anecdotes, the charac- 
teristic features of the changing China of 
today. ae 

“Of One Blood” by Robert E. Speer, a short 
study of the Race Problem, for adults and 
young people, is a basic study of the world- 
wide problems: of race and a treatment of 
American race issues against the background 
of. world movements. oN 

“Adventures in Brotherhood”. by Dorothy 
F. Giles, is a shorter book for adults ‘and 
young. people, written in popular style and 
with abundance of concrete illustrations show- 
ing the need for Christian helpfulness and 
fellowship in bringing about a better under- 
standing among the varied race groups that 
make up the American population. 

“Land of All Nations” by Margaret R. 
Seebach for Intermediate Groups, sketches 
giving the stories of eight outstanding men / 
and women of different races who have made | 
distinctive contributions to American life. _ 

The price of each of the above books is, 
Cloth 75c; paper 50c. 
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CLERICAL BLESSEDS 


Blessed is the preacher who lops off his 
introduction. 

Blessed is the preacher who varies the pitch 
of his voice (modulates) and rarely shouts. 

Blessed is the preacher who knows when he 
is through (who knows when the audience 
knows he has said enough.) 

Blessed is the preacher who preaches to him- 
self. 

Blessed is the preacher who preaches on 
great themes. 

Blessed is the preacher who rarely uses the 
pronoun I. 

Blessed is the preacher who is not constantly 
coaching his congregation when to rise up and 
when to sit down. 


VITAL PREACHING 


The preaching of Jesus Christ was truly 
theological, not in a formal but vital sense. It 
concerned itself deeply and eternally with 
God. The personality of God stands in the 
very center of every discourse. When Jesus 
speaks of a kingdom, it is the Kingdom of 
God. When he pronounces a blessing, it is the 
gift of God. When he speaks of the greatest 
love, he calls it the love of God. Jesus did 
not lecture upon morals as a branch of phil- 
osophy, he found the source of morality in 
God. Wonderful, too, is the childlike famil- 
iarity with which God is treated in the minis- 
try of Jesus Christ: He is the. Father; He is 
my Father; He is your Father; He: is our 
Father. In Jesus Christ’s preaching, God: is 
not an idea but a life—not a point to reason 


Aeroplane 


him as an orator. I asked a lady where her 
husband had attended church of late. She’ 
replied, without a thought of irony, “I ad- 
vised him to go to the Church. I thought 
he would be best entertained there.”—W. s 


HOMILETICAL ILLITERATES 


The danger to too many young ministers is 
that they neither read deeply nor write care- 
fully. They are homiletical illiterates—preach- 
ers who neither read nor write.—F'rancis L. 
Patton. 


THE COMMUNION 


Say very little at the Communion. Our Lord 
in instituting it used few words. But in all 
you do say, carry a cheerful air at this feast... 
It is quite as much a harbinger of a glorious 
future as a memorial of a solemn night two 
thousand years ago. It points forward to the 
day of recognition and congratulations when 
the Lord will drink anew with us in his king- 
dom (Matt. 26:29). 


SHORT SENTENCES. SHORT SERMONS 


Rev. Andrew B. Meldrum, D. D., has just 
retired, after forty years in the ministry, from 
the pastorate of the Old: Stone Church, Cleve-— 
land, Ohio. In a closing Sunday evening ad- 
dress he spoke very intimately of some of his 
experiences. One of the things he told bears 
closely upon all preaching. Speaking of his 
going to be assistant minister of St. John’s 
Church, San Francisco, fresh from the semi- 
nary, he said: “I labored under a positive dis- 
advantage, for I was green, inexperienced, un-' 
sophisticated. My one advantage lay in the 
fact that I knew it. It was here that I learn--: 
ed the value of a true friend. No-truer friend 
young man ever had than I had in the person - 
of that great and reverend servant of God 
whom I had been called to assist; Rev. William 
Anderson Scott, D. D., LL. D., Pastor of-St. 
John’s. Church, President of the Theological: . 


_ Seminary, ex-Moderator of our General Assem-:- 


from, but a living heart, a sanctuary and a- 


refuge for all creatures, yet infinite in: right- 
eousness and terrible in judgment! A preach- 
er’s idea of God will rule his whole ministry. 


; PUBLIC WORSHIP 

First of all, your people should meet for 
worship. The average church-goer too often 
even if professedly a Christian attends a 
church as he might a theater. He is “q looker- 
on in Venice.” He means to see how well the 
actors in pulpit and choir will perform. If 
the choir sing of Christ’s anguish and his in- 
vitation in words and tones that ought to draw 
tears he only praises .it as very fine. If 
the preacher does draw tears he commends 


_ mean by that?’ 


. way to say it.. 
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bly. He took me into his heart and home as, 
if I had been his son... He-was the soul of lov- 
ing kindness, a.great, gentle giant, a great 
scholar,.a great preacher, the author of a score 
of books. The sermons I preached on Sunday 
nights he criticized on Monday mornings. 
Never shall I forget these Monday mornings. 
He would take my manuscript in his left hand, 
and a blue pencil in his right. Reading one 
of my beautiful sentences, he would say to 
me, ‘That sounds well, but just what do you 
And I. would. tell him what 
Then .-he would say, ‘That’s the - 
Just say it that way: Culti- 
vate short sentences, and don’t preach long. 
sermons.’ He urged me to write, and write, 
and write, and to keep on writing. He be- 
sought me to cultivate the short sentence, and 
to:hold myself to the short sermons, and what- 


I ‘meant. 


ever success I may have had in the ministry 

_. I must attribute largely to that great servant 
of God, with whom it was my privilege to be 

apg by the space of two years and a 
2alf. 


He taught me to believe in myself in 


GOLD-MINING IN 


Romans 12:8, 9, 11, 12, 21. A Handful of 
Nuggets. (Moffatt’s Version) 

“The sick visitor must be cheerful’—ho 
eleohn en hilarotehti. The word eleohn means 
showing active compassion, and is used here 
especially with reference to those who visited 
the sick and poor. The word hilarotehti, 
source of our word hilarity, means in Greek 
rather quiet cheerfulness than hilarious or 
boisterous mirth. The admonition that the 
sick visitor must be cheerful is as sane, prac- 
tical and Christian today as it was in the 
days of Paul. Whether this text calls for a 
whole sermon or only a brief comment, and 
whether the sermon, if such there be, ought to 
be addressed to the people or to the preacher 
himself, Paul doesn’t indicate (nor will we), 
but it is a thoroughly sensible and spiritual 
theme. 

“Let your love be a real thing’”—heh agapeh 
anupokritos. The Greek word agapeh is a 
distinctly N. T. word; it is the word immor- 
talized in 1 Cor. 138; it means love always in 
the higher and spiritual sense, never descend- 
ing to the fieshly as does phileoh at times; it 
is the word which is used of the Sacrament 
of the Supper, the Agapeh, or love feast. 
Anupokritos is the unique word here. It comes 
from the verb hupokrinomai, to be an actor 
on the stage; hence, to play a part, pretend 
to be that which one is not, a hypocrite. The 
a or an prefixed is the negative particle, like 
our un- before a word. Lit. therefore, “the 
love not a stage actor.”’ And this admonition 
certainly does call for a whole sermon to 
preacher and to people alike, furnishing mate- 
rial for a most telling one. Emphasized nega- 
tively it is searching and may be made scath- 
ing; emphasized positively (the better way) it 
offers opportunity for a beautiful and inspir- 
ing discourse upon the mission and power of 
Christlike love in the Church. 

“Maintain the spiritual glow’ —toh pneumati 
zeontes. This is one of Moffat’s most felici- 
tous translations: yet the more literal render- 
ing would delight many, “Be boiling in the 
Spirit” (or spirit.) The 20th Cent. N. Awe 
renders, “Burn with spiritual zeal.” Zeontes 
is a participle from zeoh, ordinary Greek word 
for boiling the water, as far back as Homer. 
As to toh pneumati, the spirit, is hardly pos- 
sible to decide whether it means here, in the 
spirit (of you), or in the (Holy) Spirit, the 


a rational, humble, yet self-respecting way. 
He taught me also to believe in other people, 
and to be assured of the responsiveness of the 
human soul to the appeals of the Gospel of 


Christ.” 
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THE SCRIPTURES 


The Expositor’s ‘Expositions’ 


Greek not making the distinction by capital 
letters as we do in English. Most authorities 
regard it here as of the Christian’s own spirit. 
Taking it thus, and accepting Moffatt’s re- 
strained rendering rather than a Salvation 
Army interpretation, “be boiling,” it certainly 
offers a gracious and appealing sermon theme. 


Maintain your spiritual glow! The impor- 
tance of maintaining it; the things that deaden 
that glow; the fatal effect upon the Christian’s 
influence when the glow is-gone; the means 
by which the spiritual glow may be main- 
tained; the joy of that state of spiritual glow. 

“Let your hope be a joy to you”—tch elgdi 
chairontes. Lit., In the hope being glad. Teh 
elpidt is the dative of elpis the characteristic 
word for “hope, the expectation of future 
good” (lexicon); and in this conenction it 
signifies “the Christian’s hope, i. e. the hope 
of salvation through Christ, of eternal life 
and happiness.” (Rob’n., Lex. N. T. Gr’k. in 
loc.) Chairuntes is the active participle of 
chaireh, the generic word for being glad and 
joyful. 


Now, what a beautiful text and theme! If 
you have a vital hope, a hope based upon 
sure foundations, that you are “saved through 
Christ” and are to attain unto “eternal life 
and happiness,” then to be glad, rejoice, “let 
your hope be a joy to you!” Isn’t this “the 
Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life?” to quote 
the title of a blessed old book. And can a 
Christian minister find a more helpful, uplift- 
ing, cheering and comforting text than, this? 
Better than the most scholarly sermon in po- 
lemic theology! 


“Get the better of evil by doing good”—alla 
nika en toh agathoh. Come off victor over 
the evil, in the good—whether it be by being 
good, by “doing good” (Moffatt), or by the 
vital power of “goodness” (20th Cent. N. T.) 
Here is the way to conquer evil in the heart 
of “thine enemy”; never letting his evil get 
the better of your- spirit by evoking evil in 
you, but being so good towards him that your 
goodness shall get the better of his’ evil by 
causing goodness to spring to life in him. “Be 
noble, and the nobleness that lies in other men, 
sleeping but never dead, will rise in majesty 
to meet thine own.” Here is the way to con- 
quer evil in one’s own heart: not by passionate 
frontal attack upon that evil, but by circum- 
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venting it with good—good thoughts, good 
deeds, good companionships, good reading, good 
praying, good aspirations, and visions. Here is 
the way to conquer the evil of gloom, despond- 
ency, pessimism: by pouring in a flood of sun- 


shine, thankfulness, optimism. The sun doesn’t 
“drive away the night”; it simply shines. And 
here is the way to conquer the evil in the 
world: unleash against it the omnipotent 
power of goodness!—R. C. H. 


iad Vow ea iO it 
and His Young Seople 


As has probably been apparent, when we 
write “Young People” we do not mean only 
that group of persons in their later ‘teens or 
early twenties who generally appropriate or 
receive that title. As evident in these pages, 
our thought of the pastor’s young people in- 
cludes this group and also the adolescents and 
the boys and girls—in short, those from 
twenty-five down to the primary children. 

The old people are walking off the stage of 
life, the middle-aged are fast becoming old, 
and he who would influence the church in 
the years just ahead of us must give attention 
to the rushing stream of young life. 

Do you say, “That is a commonplace, 
everybody knows it.” “To be sure,” we reply, 
“but does everybody act upon it?” 

This does not mean that the pastor is to 
exert all this influence himself directly, to 
teach all the lessons, to give all the talks him- 
self. Another commonplace, too often forgot- 
ten, is that the pastor is a commanding officer, 
who does not fight the battle but plans and 
guides it. He selects his officers and sends 
them hither and yon as needed. Like the 
Roman centurion he says to one, “Go,” to 
another, “Come,” and to a third, “Do this,” 
and, if he has chosen his subordinates with 
skill, they go and come and do what he plans. 
And the aim of all is the conquest of youth 
for the King of kings. 

One method in some churches is to have 
“Classes for Parents” and “Mothers’ Meet- 
ings.” This would seem the most effective 
way of beginning at the source, and of avoid- 
ing working at cross purposes. 

Similar ideas would seem to have occurred te 
editors of late. The Christian Herald had 
an article by Margaret E. Sangster on “Break- 
ing Faith with Sonny,” a story conveying a 
message to parents on the necessity of keep- 
ing promises made to children. In the Re- 
ligious Telescope we find a story by Emma 
Gary Wallace, on “Helping Charles to Tell the 
Truth,” showing how a mother trained a timid 
child te gain courage to tell the exact truth. 
Such problems as these and others would 
be legitimate and profitable subjects of dis- 
cussion in a “Parents’ Class.” The fathers 
may be included in this. They need to realize 
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their responsibility. Some young parents are 
not aware of the existence of certain of these 
problems until much mischief has been done. 

A pastor who inspires and encourages his 
people to discuss such topics will do more for 
the future of the church and the community 
than if he led discussions upon abstruse theo- 
logical doctrines which have little bearing upon 
the problems of daily living. 

* e x 


Music and Youth 

Frederick Lynch in the Christian Work ad- 
vises ministers not to “worry so much about 
preaching ‘arresting’ sermons, but put more 
of your time and thought on thoroughly 
grounding your young folks in the faith so 
that they may enter the church capable of 
passing an examination in religion, as a boy 


entering a college can pass an examination — 


in language and mathematics. It is a pity, 
too, that the churches will waste their money 
on quartette choirs to sing sentimental relig- 
ious ballads to the people instead of putting 
the money into the training of the children 
for Christ and the Church. The only use a 
church should ever have for music is for wor- 
ship. Let the people who want to hear con- 
certs go to the concert hall. Take every boy 
and girl in your Sunday School above twelve 
—form them into a choir of a hundred, more 
or less. Have your organist teach them the 
great hymns and half a dozen Te Dewms or 
Magnificats or excerpts from the great ora- 
torios or service books, all of which can be 
obtained, arranged for children’s voices in 
unison,—put them in your choir gallery, or in 
the front of your church, which is better, let 
them sing, and during the hymns let the peo- 
ple sing with them. There is a spirit of wor- 
ship generated that would convert the average 
congregation, in a month, to worship, some- 
thing the average congregation knows nothing 
of. In this way, too, the pastor will have 
those of his Sunday School in church and the 
children will become even better acquainted 
with him and more closely attached to him.” 

Has any pastor who reads this had expe- 
rience in this direction? If so, we would be 
glad to hear from him concerning. it. 


— 


A Story to Tell 


His “Pull” 


(This stery is based upon one in “The Way” 
by Mrs. W. C. Kohler, whom we know as 
“Hilda Richmond.” It may be useful to tell 
to a group of Boy Scouts or Junior Leaguers 
who may be looking for a job.) 

I. As the group of boys saw Billy Sheldon 
hurrying down town with a copy of the morn- 
ing Daily Star under his arm, they looked at 
each other. John Jones said, “He has read 
Blake and Trent’s advertisement for a boy to 
work mornings and evenings and that is 
where he is heading.” 

Henry Brown spoke up, “Well, no use for 
any of us to try for that place. His uncle 
and Mr. Blake are great friends. That will 
ke ‘pull’ enouch to land the job for Billy.” 

II. When Mr. Blake asked Billy for refer- 
ences, he gave the name of the school principal 
as to his grades in his studies. the name of 
the director for physical sports as to his 
health, the name of the old lady he had worked 
for more than a year as general errand hov 
about the house and lawn, the name of his 
Sunday School teacher for his character and 
the librerian of the public library as to his 
choice of reading matter. 

But Billy never mentioned his uncle. 

IJ. Afterward Mr. Blake said: “I took 
him because he was able to show results. Other 
boys have come to me with promises of what 
they expect they can do, and letters from their 
relatives that they hope will influence me, but 
this lad had the proof at hand that he was a 
worker, honest, faithful and ambitious. Peo- 
ple talk about the power of a ‘pull,’ and they 
are right, for the greatest pull in this estab- 
lishment is that which comes from work well 
done. The greatest guarantee of the future 
is a good past and present record.” 


MADE GOOD USE 


Rev. Albert M. Billinesley, pastor of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Trayer, 
Iowa, writes: “I have found The Expositor 
very helpful through the years, now a good 
many, that I have been a subscriber. I have 
made good use of many suggestions, espe- 
cially such as had to do with improving the 
evening service in my church.” 


GONE THE ROUNDS 


Rev. Jones Earl Corwin, pastor of Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Peoria, Illinois. writes: 
“T have gone the rounds of periodicals for 
ministers, I think, and have finally cancelled 
all subscriptions but The Expositor. I find 
it so much better and more complete that the 
others are not desirable.” Of course he means 
technical ministers’ magazines, not the general 
religious press. We aim to be the best dis- 
tinctively ministers’ magazine, while no substi- 
tute for the general religious press.—Eds. 
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THE EXPOSITOR IN CHINA 


A regular reader and user of The Hapositor 
in far away China, a minister missionary, 
writes: “I find The Expositor a great help 
In my work both in Chinese and in English. 
I have to preach a great deal in both languages 
and | get abundance of suggestions from its 
pages. Really I do not think you can realize 
just how helpful it is. If some one with the 
consecrated money want to do a real good 
piece of mission work, let him send at least 
one copy to each mission station in China. 
The missionaries would hand it round and 
all would get help and, in turn, give help to 
their Chinese helpers.” 


The missionary who writes this has been 
twenty-five years in the work over there. He 
knows what the missionaries and their helpers 
need and would appreciate. Some of the pas- 
tors who read this note may have persons of 
consecrated wealth who would gladly sub- 
scribe for a few or a few hundred copies of 
The Expositor to be sent to Mission Stations 
in China, for use by all in the station. Givers 
may choose stations if they desire, as also 
the denominations to which they belong; or 
if the matter is left to us we will send to va- 
rious denominations. The postage to China 
would be fifty cents extra on each subscrip- 
tion. 

The writer mentioned above says it is im- 
possible for us here to realize how needy the 
missionaries are for helpful, evangelical, up- 
to-date periodicals of professional help. The 
missionaries need illustrations, sermons, sug- 
gestions, methods, reviews, prayer-meeting 
themes and thoughts as much as do ministers 
and missionaries here. Only such material is 
plentiful here, and very scarce over there. 
Get some of vour ladies’ missionary societies, 
some classes in your Sunday School, some of 
your wealthy men or women to take a share in 
China’ by sending The Expositor to the Sta- 
tions. We can furnish names of Stations, or 
the money can be sent to us and we will for- 
ward the magazine to Stations, chosen, or 
left to us to choose. 

Remember, too, that China is not the only 
mission field where this good work can be done. 
Every foreign mission Station would weicome 
the same aid.—The Expositor. 


FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

The Sunday School is the University of the 
people. The quality of the knowledge they 
obtain there is higher and deeper than any- 
thing they get elsewhere. For imagination, 
vision, exaltation of purpose and inspiration 
there is no national: literature in the world 
like that which is studied in the Sunday 
Schools. I would rather trust the destiny of 
a people to a nation with its children trained 
in Sunday Scheols than I would to a nation 
that had net.—Lloyd George. 


PULPIT AND PASTORAL 


PRAYERS 


Aids to the Worthy Leading of Public Devotions 


PRAYER BEFORE ELECTION DAY 

(If the election is a Presidential one the 
words can be changed so as to include these 
— “Especially that thou wouldst guide our 
choice of Chief Magistrate and all others for 
places of serious trust in the State and Na- 
tion.”) 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
hast cast our lot in this land of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, give us, we beseech thee, a true 
sense of our privileges and responsibilities 
as a nation and people. Especially as in this 
week upon which we have entered we are 
about to make choice of those who are to fill 
positions of trust and authority may we be 
guided by the highest motives of patriotism 
and unselfishness. Help us to select faithful 
and conscientious men, who regard love of 
country more than partisanship, honesty more 
than greed, duty more than ambition, integrity 
more than office and the good of others more 
than personal advancement. Be pleased to 
give to all who are directing the affairs of 
the state and nation the spirit to discern be- 
tween the good and the evil, the right and the 
wrong, and the true and the false, to the end 
that our country may be exalted in righteous- 
ness, thy Church enlarged and thy blessed 
name glorified. We ask all in the name and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


ELECTION DAY PRAYER 

O God, as we come to another city (state) 
(national) election grant to us wisdom and un- 
selfishness, and a love for the weak and the 
poor, that our city may be “less dimmed with 
human tears” and that all organized and com- 
mercialized sin may by us be defeated and 
slain. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Gracious and adorable Saviour, who didst 
suffer for us, and canst enter into sympathy 
with us in all our trials and sorrows; regard 
thine afflicted servant with the eyes of thy 
compassion. Draw tenderly near to him (her) , 
that he may have fellowship with thee, and 
be filled with the assurance that thou lovest 
him and carest for him. May the thought of 
thy cross and passion sustain and comfort him. 
Daily may he learn of thee and know the 
preciousness of thy salvation. Be pleased to 
give him thy mind and conform him to thine 
image, that thou mayest dwell in him and he 
in thee. These blessings we ask in thy Name, 


_O merciful Saviour, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

(This can easily be changed into suitable 
form for pulpit petitions.—Eds.) 


PRAYER FOR LARGER LIFE 

Father in heaven, we want the larger life 
—that larger life which Jesus said he came to 
bring us. We want more life: larger views, 
higher aims, a wider range of experience, a 
keener sensibility, a deepened tenderness, a 
nobler purpose—and, Lord, more power! © Vi- 
talize us to the utmost. Make every nerve 
tingle with life. Pour thyself into our shriv- 
eled souls until every atrophied cell of our 
being expands and grows. Put into us all of 
Thyself we can bear. Even at cost of blunder- 
ing and inconsistencies, let us be all alive. We 
do not want to be mere well-regulated pigmies. 
We would be men in Christ Jesus, not polished 
imitations. Graciously forbear with inciden- 
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tal disorderliness in us, but stir us out of | 


spiritual lifelessness and moral flabbiness. 
Make us thy real sons and daughters, sharers 
in the Great Enterprise, even if we are awk- 
ward and clumsy from rapid growth. In- 
toxicate us with Thy Spirit. Amen. 


PRAYERS ON RECEIVING MISSIONARY 
OFFERINGS 

1. Almighty God and gracious Father, the 
source of all our blessings; we pray thee 
to make us sensible of our duty to thee in the 
use of the gifts intrusted to us. If our ma- 
terial resources increase, may there be a like 
increase in our generosity. If our resources 
diminish, we beseech thee to save us from the 
sin of beginning our economy at the Church. 
Help us to reduce our personal comforts and 
gratifications, and to make ready sacrifices for 
the sake of giving toward the spread thy 
kingdom and the salvation of men; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

2. Almighty God, from whom all good 
things do come; give thy grace, we humbly 
beseech thee, to those whom thou hast in- 
trusted with riches, that they, as faithful 
stewards, may dispense them in the service of 
thy kingdom for the increase thereof. We 
ask in Christ’s Name. Amen. 

3. Almighty God who alone art the Author 
and Giver of all good things, grant unto thy 
people a willing mind, that of all thou givest 
them they may surely give a portion to thee, 
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and may offer to thee free-will offerings with 
an holy worship. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 


BRIEF PRAYERS WITH THE CHOIR 
(It is the custom of many ministers to offer 


_ a brief prayer with the choir just before the 


_keginning of the church service—in the chapel 


or choir room before they enter the church 


- auditorium. 


Reverence and consecration on 
the part of both singers and congregation are 


_ promoted thereby.) 


1. Grant, O Lord, that by the inspiration of 


F thy Holy Spirit, we may worthily praise thee, 


because we perfectly love thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
2. O thou who art the true light of faithful 


souls, and perfect brightness of the blessed; 


_ grant that our hearts may render unto thee 


thanksgiving and always glorify thee with the 
offering of praise; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 


38. Fill us, heavenly Father, with the true 


_ spirit of praise, that the worship we render 
- unto thee may be acceptable in thy sight, and 
_ bring lasting joy and peace to our hearts; 
_ through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


- silent, 


4. Open thou our lips and purify our hearts 
that we may fitly, reverently and devoutly join 
in this service and worthily magnify thy 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

5. Almighty God, who art worshipped by 
the heavenly host with hymns that are never 
and with thanksgivings that never 
cease; fill our mouths with thy praise, that we 
may magnify thy holy Name; and grant us, 
with all those that fear thee and keep thy 
commandments, to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of thy saints in light, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost be all honor and glory, world 


without end. Amen. 


6. Almighty God, whose eyes are upon all 
our ways, we beseech thee to bless us as we 
enter upon the worship of thy church. Help 
us to remember the sacredness of this place, 
and the solemnity of our duties. Keep us from 
wandering thoughts, worldly desires and all 
irreverence. Kindle within us an increasing 
love of prayer and praise, and may the words 
we sing impress our hearts and influence our 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR WORLD-WIDE MISSIONS 

Our Father who art in heaven; who be- 
cause thou didst so love the world gavest 
thine only begotten Son for its salvation, 
grant to us to have that new world-conscious- 
ness which was of old in thy heart and in the 
heart of thy Son our Saviour. He said that 
many should come from the East and the West 
to sit in thy Kingdom. He answered the pe- 


tition of the heathen widow. He blessed the 


wicked woman of Samaria whose people, he 
said, knew not whom they worshipped. In his 
words the note of world-wide love and world- 
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wide triumph constantly appears. He, the 
country carpenter who never touched in his 
short life the great ones of earth, loved by 
few, hated and slain by the leaders of Church 
and State, bade us make all nations his dis- 
ciples. Many have dreamed such dreams, but 
he alone dreamed true. We bless thee that al- 
ways that world-consciousness has flamed in 
some true hearts, like William Carey cobbling 
shoes and gazing at the map of the world 
which his Master was to conquer. We bless 
thee that in our days that world-consciousness 
leaps from heart to heart and from land to 
land as never before, and that today, led by 
countless consecrated missionaries, millions of 
converted heathen worship thee. 

May this world-consciousness possess our 
hearts, making great our small souls, glorify- 
ing, as we daily walk with thee in the path 
of the world’s salvation, our little lives, our 
petty opportunities, our weak endeavors, for 
Christ and the world’s sake! Amen. 


VARIOUS PETITIONS 


To thee, O Author of our lives, we speak 
thanksgiving and gratitude to thy, gifts of love 
and trust. Help us to bring them into full 
exercise this day. By them may we know the 
experience of burdens made light and yokes 
made easy. With them, let us realize that we 
are effective workers with thee. Because of 
them, show us how all our tasks are trans- 
formed to divine endeavors. Through them, 
set free all other of ovr highest impulses. So, 
O God, sha]! we know the fullness of life, we 
and all our loved ones. So shall we see doubt 
change to faith and blindness to vision. So 
shall our influence through word and work 
be the ministry of hope and of joy to any dis- 
consolate, and to any who are weak a guide 
to the source of strength. For newness of 
life, for all the fruits of the Spirit, whereby 
the heart is ever young and in joyous com- 
panionship with the Christ, for all this we 
pray now and ever. Amen.—William H. 
McGlaughlin. 


PRAYER FOR RAIN 


(It is right that ministers should use such 
petitions as these in a time of drought, as 
voicing the desires of their people.) 

O God Creator and Governor, who pre- 
serveth man and beast, look, we beseech thee, 
on our dry and thirsty land; water it abun- 
dantly from thy river which is full of water, 
and let thy paths drop fatness, that the spring- 
ing of the earth may be blessed, the fruits 
thereof be perfect and plentiful, and the year 
crowned with thy goodness. Spare us, O Lord, 
in thy mercy, and cause thy people to rejoice 
because of thy bounty. Shed forth thy Holy 
Spirit on thy churches, that thy heritage may 
be confirmed and thy Word be fruitful abun- 
dantly, for the glory of thy holy Name through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Helps for Your Church Advertising 


%‘ 

You are about to have a musical service in 
your church. The ordinary reading notice 
will not be half so effective as to place in your 
daily paper this little cut with you brief story 
below it. We have the cut for sale. It is No. 


445 and costs but 75 cents. 


_ You are beginning to think about Christmas. 

We have a cut made on purpose for your 
program, postal-card, letterhead, envelope, or 
newspaper announcements. It is No. 340 and 
costs but 60 cents. 


Or you may like this one below better for 
75 cents. It is No. 382. 
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You would like to have on hand all the 
while this little cut for use in sending notices 
of meetings, calling committees together, or 


on circulars. Its little tendency toward wit 
makes it striking. 
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LET US GET 
TOGETHER 


Here, too, is one of the same sort, for a 
notice or a reminder. You can place under- ~ 
neath it your reading matter and end with 
DON’T FORGET! in big caps. You can think 
of many ways to use either of these. The 
first one, “Let Us Get Together,” is No. 421 
and costs 50 cents by mail. The second, “Don’t 
Forget,” is No. 401 and costs 85 cents. 


SERMON OUTLINES 
A new magazine of sermon outlines has just 


found its way to our desk. It is from Union, 
S. C., and is edited by Rev. T. D. Toler. 
Many ministers need suggestive outlines to 
give point and purpose to what they say in 
the pulpit. 


One of our well-known ministers was in- 
vited to a very aristocratic dinner party, 
where the King and Queen were present. He 
had the good fortune to find his “cover” laid 
next to the Queen herself. On such occasions 
it is etiquette for Royalty to speak first. Af- 
ter a brief silence the Queen turned to her 
ministerial companion: “Well Mr.—, what 
shall we talk about?” “What you desire most, 
Your Majesty,” gallantly replied her fellow- 
guest. “I would like to talk about Jesus 
most,” came the reply. “And,” said my 
friend, “about Jesus we talked until the din- 
ner ended.”—Methodist Recorder (England). 


Be 


Fresh Bait for Gospel Fishermen 


ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT: 


A Sermon Without Illustrations is Like a House Without Windows 


REV. LOUIS ALBERT BANKS, D. D., Roseburg, Oregon 


The Greatest Thing of All 


Dean Brown of Yale University in his 1923 
Gladden Lectures quotes the following histor- 
ical incident: “When General Grant was 
slowly dying of cancer at Mt. McGregor, an 
old friend, General Howard, was visiting him. 
He was speaking to Grant of the distinguished 
service he had rendered the country, and how 
he would always be held in high esteem for 
his part in preserving the Union, but Grant 
waived all this aside; he was thinking of other 
and higher things. He knew the piety of his 
old comrade, that it was as genuine as his 
valor. ‘Howard,’ he said, ‘tell me something 
more about prayer.’ ” 

The greatest experience that can come to 
any of us is to talk with God in simple, un- 
affected prayer as a man talks with his friend. 


Artificial Lava 

The world is being searched for products to 
make artificial lava and there is a fortune in 
lava for the one who can locate the right kind 
of deposit. A form of lava is used for gas 
tips, burners, furnaces, for insulation, in the 
manufacture of nuts and plates, for the mak- 
ing of surgical and dental instruments, as a 
substitute for rubber, porcelain, mica and hard 
glass. This lava is not nature’s product. That 
stays where it is erupted, around the craters 
of volcanoes or where it flowed down the sides 
of mountains. I have seen it leap in great 
sheets at white heat from the heart of Vesu- 
vius. 

Much of the failure of efficiency in speakers 
of every kind comes from lack of real volcanic 
feeling and sympathy. The audience readily 
detects the artificial lava instead of the real. 


“Swat the Fly!” 

One of the doctors in America says: “If a 
peaceful American family knew in advance 
that at a certain time its house would be at- 
tacked by lions, tigers, deadly serpents or mur- 
derous savages, the father, mother and all of 
the children old enough to help would imme- 
diately take measures for protection. 

“They would bar the doors and windows, buy 
guns, set traps and poisons. 

“If they didn’t do it, the neighbors would 
say they were crazy, and that if they all got 
killed it would ‘serve them right.’ 

“Yet at this moment and progressively for 
the next few months, a deadly ‘monster’ is 
attacking every American home from Maine 
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to California—and because it happens to be a 

small, familiar creature, nobody gets very 

much excited about it. 

if “The deadly enemy is the common house 
y 

“Tt kills more people every year than all the 
wild beasts, savages and gunmen in the world. 

“Last year, in the city of New York alone, 
it killed 5,000 babies: In the whole United 
States it was responsible for the deaths of 75,- 
000 babies. There are no adult mortality 
statistics, but they would probably be propor- 
tionately large.” 

There are sins just like the house fly. They 
seem small and insignificant, but, like the 
fly, they multiply rapidly and carry the germ 
of every vile moral disease. They destroy 
mind and heart. Swat the house fly, but 
watch still more carefully for the sin that 
lurks ready to destroy the soul. 


Crucifying Christ Afresh 


A year ago the 20,000 Moslem and Hindus of 
the Sultanate of Zanzibar set up a hue and 
cry for prohibition after the manner of Amer- 
ica and the British Resident finally enacted 
such a law but exempted the 3,000 Christians 
from its operation. So now the Moslems and 
Hindus of Zanzibar declare that the easiest 
way for a non-Christian to get a drink is to 
be baptized and become a Christian. 

Such representatives of Christian govern- 
ments in the East bring shame and disgrace 
on Christian civilization and crucify the Son 
of God afresh. 


Ambassadors Who Really Represent America 
Dr: J. Morton Howell, United States Minis- 
ter to Egypt, not long ago presided at a pro- 
hibition meeting of seven thousand women of 
that country. The Americans over there in- 
terested in selling liquor were very angry 
about it. Pussyfoot Johnson tells this story: 
“Two Americans were arguing about the ac- 
tion of Dr. Howell in presiding at the pro- 
hibition demonstration. One declared with 
heat that Dr. Howell had no business, as a 
representative of the American government, 
to preside at such a gathering. He had ‘no 
business to interfere.’ 

“ ‘Perhaps,’ said the other, ‘he was acting 
in his private capacity and not as the repre- 
sentative of his country.’ 

“<‘That won’t go down at all,’ declared the 
first. ‘He cannot divest himself of his official 


capacity. Whatever he does, he does as the 
representative of his government.’ 

“Let us see about that,’ said the first one. 
‘When Mr. — (a former American diplomat) 
used to go down to the club, what did he 
usually do?’ 

“‘Why, he usually got drunk,’ was the re- 
ply. 
“And when Mr, — got drunk at the club, 
did he get drunk in his private capacity or did 
he get drunk as the official representative of 
the American government?’ was the quick and 
electric rejoinder.” 

No man should be sent to represent the 
United States who does not honor our Consti- 
tution. 


The Eminent God 


Steadily as science progresses we are com- 
ing to the Bible assurance that God is present 
in his world. 


Atoms, which heretofore have always eluded 
the search of scientists, have at last been 
captured, so that now they not only can be 
seen and heard, but counted as well. Madame 
Curie, famous as the discoverer of radium, 
is the inventor of a machine that enables scien- 
tists to hear and count atoms. More than that, 
it is possible to amplify the sounds so that 
through a radio loud speaker they may be 
heard by the audience in a theatre or lecture 
hall. The sounds are ticks produced as helium 
atoms are discharged from polonium, the 
daughter element of radium. Madame Curie’s 
machine is held by scientific investigators to 
be more startling and filled with more drama- 
tic possibilities than even the telescope. 

In the opinion of Raymond J. Brown, writ- 
ing in Popular Science Monthly, Madame Cur- 
ie’s invention may be said to achieve the im- 
possible, for it makes audible and all but 
tangible the movements of infinitesimal par- 
ticles of matter that are invisible, and, ac- 
cording to scientists, always must remain in- 
visible to the most powerful microscope that 
ever can be constructed. For an atom in 
size is to the smallest thing visible under the 
microscope as the smallest microscopic body is 
to the earth. 

“Through their studies of atoms they have 
formulated one of the most startling and im- 
portant scientific theories of history,” says 
Mr. Brown. “They have come to the belief 
that all creation—the earth on which we live, 
the air we breathe, the other worlds that 
whirl through the boundless depths of space, 
even we ourselves and every conceivable ar- 
ticle of matter that may exist—is electricity; 
that there is no other substance in the uni- 
verse.” 

The world must come to Paul’s idea when 
discussing the altar to the unknown God in 
Athens. He said: “He is not far from each 
one of us: for in him we live, and move and 
have our being.” ‘ 
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The Danger From Rust 


A writer in the Popular Science Monthly — 


tells that the rusting of iron and steel costs 
the United States three billion dollars a year, 
according to a report made by J. Vipond 
Davies, president of the United Engineering 
societies. The report is based on researches 
extending over a period of twelve years. 

Who can estimate the far greater loss to 
the world from the rust that grows on idle 
brains and hearts which cease to function 
through discouragement or lack of courage to 
do the best that is in them to do? It is 
better to wear out than rust out. 


The Duty That Lies Near 


Mary Alethea Woodward writes this beauti- 
ful poem of “The duty that lies near.” She 
calls it “The Consoler.” It is more than that, 
it is the inspirer, the stamina, the backbone 
of life. 

“Just the duty that lies near, 

Making hidden pathways clear; 

Steadfast, strong, serene and bright, 

Holding up the beacon light 

Of rest well earned, of toil well done; 

Of tasks achieved, and days well run; 

The friend who blesses now and here— 
The duty that lies near! 


“Just the duty that lies near, 


Triumphant over doubt and fear; 

A ruler over joy and praise, 

A king of peace, and love crowned days;— 

A sun that lights a hundred hearts, 

A balm, that heals a thousand smarts;— 

The brighter of glad smiles and cheer,— 
The duty that lies near!” 


A Keen Sense of Stewardship Over Immortal 
Souls 


A friend of mine who has traveled largely 
in Oriental lands during recent years told me 
the other day this interesting story of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi. Gandhi conducts an Ashrama 
or Monastery in India and one day a Parsee 
came and was admitted into this monastery 
on taking its vows of purity, one of which is 
to always speak the truth. 

A little later this Parsee pupil came to 
Gandhi in shame and confessed that he had 
told a lie, whereupon Gandhi shut himself up 
and fasted, taking no food for two whole days, 
for said he: “The man was my pupil, com- 
mitted to my care. If I had performed my 
whole duty as a teacher, as I should have 
done, this Parsee would not have committed 
the sin of lying.” So Gandhi assumed the 
sin as his own.  _. 

What a revolution in moral and spiritual 
circles in America would be speedily brought 
about if all our pastors and Sunday School 
teachers felt as keenly as that their duty 
as stewards of the souls over which ‘they are 
placed! 


The Man Who Was Afraid 
Anthony Ewer writes this poem: 


“There was a man who never did 
Do as his soul desired, 
Whose promptings never reached the place 
To which they had aspired 
Because he was afraid. 


“He tried to preach, but when he saw 
His congregation there, 
The things he thought they should be told, 
To tell he did not dare, 
Because he was afraid. 


“When brainless louts right loudly clapped 
Some wretched vaudeville bill, 
He’d lend his clatter to the throng, 
He didn’t dare keep still, 
Because he was afraid. 


“All through his life the imp of fear 
Did dog his steps about, 
He never said to him, ‘Be gone!’ 
Nor put the imp to rout, 
Because he was afraid. 


“He made no move without the imp 

And so the two became 
Inseparable as breath to life 

Or as the air to flame, 

Because he was afraid.” 

Only the man who has peace with God 
through Jesus Christ can have perfect freedom 
from the thralldom of fear. 


The Surest Road to World Peace 

I had an interview not long ago with that 
remarkable wizard in the art of breeding 
things and changing plant life into higher 
forms, Luther Burbank, at his home in Santa 
Rosa, California. At the close of our con- 
versation Mr. Burbank, as he held my hand 
in parting, looked into my eyes and said with 
deep earnestness: “The surest way to bring 
about the peace of the world so earnestly de- 
sired by all good men and women, is to kill 
the liquor traffic off the face of the earth. It 
is the greatest trouble-breeder and war-maker 
known to mankind.” 


Wallowing in the Filth 

That nine-tenths of the work of modern 
writers deals with sex was the declaration of 
Professor Cerf, head of the department of 
literature at Reed College, in an address be- 
fore the Oregon Federation of Women’s Clubs 
at Oregon City. 

This degradation of literature, he asserted, 
will be more manifest in its evil effects in the 
next generation than in this, if the tendency 
is not curbed. F 

Nasty sex details, brazen descriptions of re- 
volting scenes between the sexes, are relied 
on by many writers to sell their books and by 
publishers to sell their magazines. In parlia- 
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mentary language, all that ever takes place 
between the sexes is rehearsed for the enter- 
tainment of readers, young and old. And, 
strange to say, human taste has become so 
vitiated that the nasty publications are driv- 
ing better literature out of the market. 


Is it not high time for pastors and parents 
and teachers to awake to the danger of allow- 
ing childhood to wallow like swine in this 
disgusting filth? 


Good Enough to be True 


The editor of The Oregon Journal of Port- 
land tells this beautiful incident which came 
under his observation a few days before last 
Memorial Day. An old veteran of the Civil 
war was sitting in the Union Station. As he 
waited, weary, bowed, frail, the eye of a 
Portlander happened to rest on him. This man 
went over and spoke to the veteran. “Hello, 
Uncle,” he said; “how are you feeling?” 


The old man was so tired he could hardly 
talk. But he did his best to make conversa- 
tion. In this way the story of his trip came 
out. To Roseburg was to involve another 
night on the train. The stranger went to the 
Pullman window and bought the veteran a 
berth. Then he went back to him. 


“Uncle,” he said, “your train is about ready. 
Your ticket calls for a berth on the sleeper. 
T’ll help you on.” 

“I never rode in a sleeping car in my 
whole life,” the old man quavered. Neverthe- 
less he went along. On the car he looked at 
his section. “Kin I go to bed thar?” he mar- 
veled. 

The stranger stepped into the wash room 
and found the porter. “George,” he said, 
“there’s an old man in lower eight to whom 
you owe a lot. If it hadn’t been for him and 
others like him, you might be a slave boy to- 
day. He is going to the old soldiers’ home at 
Roseburg. Take wonderful care of him, won’t 
you?” 

With a flash of white teeth in a smile that 
agitated an ebony face, the porter promised 
that wonderful care would be his only spe- 
cialty. 

Sure enough, a few minutes later the Port- 
lander looked in through the window of the 
sleeper, only to see the porter gently remov- 


’ ing the old man’s shoes and putting him to 


bed. And on the veteran’s face was a look of 
happiness almost as if the children of By- 
Low Land had come back to take care of him. 

Does hurrying life hold anything more 
beautiful than deeds like this? 


“The poor girl,” remarked the sympathetic 
woman, “didn’t have enough clothes on to keep 


her warm.” bs 
“Which was she?” inquired Miss Cayenne, “ter- 
ribly poor or awfully fashionable 7”—Houston 


Post. 


_ Lessons from Legends: Sermon [llustrations | 


REV. WALTER SPENCE, Peru, Illinois 


With a Great Price 

Acts 20:28. “Which he purchased with his 
own blood.” In the reign of the Emperor 
Yang Lo a great bell tower was built in 
Peking. The Emperor ordered the mandarin 
Kuan Yu to cast a bell to be hung in the tower 
to remind the people daily of their loyalty to 
him. With great care the mandarin gathered 
the materials and made a casting, but it 
proved to be a failure. The second attempt 
ended likewise. Then the Emperor in wrath 
commanded Yang Lo to make another trial 
under penalty of death if he failed. Ko-ai, 
the beautiful daughter of the mandarin, asked 
an astrologer ky what means the success of 
the casting could be assured. “Only by ming- 
ling the blood of a maiden with the molten 
metal,” was his reply. Ko-ai was present at 
the casting. And when the fiery stream was 
turned into the mould she ran forward, and 
crying “For my father,” leaped into the 
stream. The casting this time was successful. 
The bell was perfect. She had purchased it 
with her blood. When the great Church Bell 
of the ages was cast, Jesus mingled his person 
in its composition and thus “purchased it with 
his blood.” 


The Race of Life 

Hebrews 12:1. “Let us lay aside every 
weight and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us.” A certain king had a daughter Rosa- 
mond, famed for her beauty and her swiftness 
of foot. He offered her in marriage to him 
who could outrun her, but decreed that whoso 
tried and failed should lose his head. After 
many had failed there came a man named 
Abibas, of low birth and mean appearance, 
whom the maiden scorned. Yet because. of 
the decree she needs must compete with him. 
The race was hardly begun when Abibas drew 
forth a garland of roses and threw it about 
her head. She paused to admire it, and Abibas 
passed her. She threw aside the flowers and 
rushed on and soon overtook him. As she was 
passing he threw before her a silken girdle. 
She stooped to pick it up and tarried to try it 
on, and again he passed. Realizing her folly, 
she tore it from her, and crying, “Fool! Thou 
shalt never marry me!” she again left him 
behind. Then he threw before her a silken 
bag containing a golden ball. And on the ball 
were the words, “Whosoever plays with me 
shall never tire.” Rosamond could not resist 
the temptation to pick up the bag and to peek 
into it and to take out the golden ball. And 
while she tarried to play with the ball Abibas 
ran on and won the race. Thus did Rosamond 
lose the race and lose her liberty. It is thus 
that many lose the Christian race and lose 
their spiritual liberty and miss the great 
prize of life. 


Treasures Earthly or Heavenly 

Matt. 6:20. “But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven.” A king when dying 
gave to his son a golden apple and charged 
him to bestow it upon the greatest fool to be 
found. The son travelled in many lands and 
found many who were foolish, but they seemed 
hardly worthy of the golden apple. Finally 
he came to a kingdom which had this strange 
custom: once a year the monarch was de- 
throned and exiled to a distant land where he 
spent the remainder of his life in obscurity and 
poverty. “This is the man whom I have 
sought,” exclaimed the traveller. He at once 
presented himself to the king, and said, “Hail, 
O king! My father hath bequeathed to you 
this golden apple,’ and explained the condi- 
tions. “But on what account do you take me 
for a fool?” asked the king. “I will tell you, 
my lord,” replied the prince, “you are king 
for only a year, and then doomed to exile and 
poverty and a miserable end. Would any but 
a fool choose so short a time of splendor and 
ease for an end so calamitous?” “You are 
doubtless right,” replied the king, “and there- 
fore while I yet reign I will prepare for my 
future existence. I will send the greater por- 
tion of my wealth into the land of my exile. 
And then when I leave this kingdom I shall 
live there in comfort.” And so he did. And 
when his year was ended, he took his departure 
to that land far away and dwelt there in com- 
fort and peace. 


All Things for Good 

Romans 8:28. “All things work together for 
good to them that love God.” A hermit on 
a journey was joined by a mysterious person 
who informed the hermit that he was an angel 
from heaven. That night they were kindly 
entertained in a humble country home. In 
the night the hermit-saw his companion arise 
and lay his hand on the sleeping infant. In 
the morning the child was dead. The next 
night they were received into a wealthy home 
in a city. In the night the hermit beheld his 
companion steal the golden cup of their host 
and conceal it in his garments. The next 
day as they were crossing a river they met 


.a pilgrim of whom the supposed angel asked 


the way. When the pilgrim turned to point 
the way the stranger pushed him into the 
river and he was drowned. “It is a devil and 
all his works are evil,’ thought the hermit. 
The next night they sought food and shelter 
in a home in the forest. The man of the 
house cursed them, saying, “Yonder is the 
pig-sty for dirty vagrants like you.” They 
spent the night in the sty. At morn the 
stranger thanked the churl for his hospitality 
and gave him the golden cup. 

Then the wrath of the hermit broke forth: 


_ “Get thee hence, wretched spirit,” he cried, 
“thou pretendest to be an angel from heaven, 
yet thou requitest good with evil and evil 
with good.” Then the angel, for such he really 
was, said to the hermit, “Listen, short-sighted 
mortal, and I will explain the ways of God 
with men. The birth of that infant son had 
made the father covetous, breaking God’s com- 
mandments to heap up treasures which the 
boy if he had lived would have wasted in sin: 
by my act I saved both father and son. The 
owner of the cup was fast becoming a drunk- 
ard; the loss of his cup has set him to think- 
ing and he will mend his ways. The pilgrim, 
unknown to himself, was about to commit a 
mortal sin, when I intervened and sent his 
unsullied soul to heaven. As to the wretch 
who sent us from his door, he will indeed be 
pleased for a moment with the golden bauble, 
but he will be punished hereafter.” Then the 
hermit bowed low before the angel and mur- 
mured, “Forgive me, Lord, that I in my ignor- 
ance so misjudged thee.” 


A Good Deed Needs no Reward 


Matt. 19:27. “Peter said, What then shall 
we have?” One day when Jesus and the dis- 
ciples were crossing a field covered with stones 
the Master said, “If each of you would carry 
away a stone it would give room for grass 
and trees to grow.” To please him they 
picked up as many stones as they could carry 
and journeyed on till the sweat rolled 
down their faces. Not so Peter: he could see 
no profit in this, so he carried a pebble about 
the size of an egg. John carried a huge 
boulder, so large that only his love for the 
Master enabled him to bear it. When they 
reached the other side of the field, John said, 
“Master, we are hungry, and we have no 
bread.” Jesus said, “Those that work will 
always have bread.” And he lifted his 
hands and blessed the stones and lo, they 
turned to bread. All had plenty except Peter. 
- On the return journey they came to the same 
field. Without waiting for a reminder they 
again took up stones, Peter bearing the larg- 
est of all. He toiled on in the hot sun, think- 
ing of the feast he would have on the other 
side. On the far side flowed the Jordan. 
When they reached its bank Jesus said “Let 
none do good for the hope of reward; throw 
the stones into the river.’ Thus did St. 
Peter fast a whole day and thereby learn a 
lesson: we should do good, not for the hope 
of reward, but because this is right. Right- 
eousness is its own reward. 


“How be Daisy doin’ now she’s married?” asked 
. s. 

sion doin’ grand,” replied Mrs. Hobson. 
“She’s got the purtiest li’l cottage with a garden, 
some real mahogany furniture, two pigs an some 
fowls, an’ the parson’s washing to do once a week 
reg’lar. On’y thing is, she can’t abide her man. 
But there! There’s allus summat.” 
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SOLVED THE PROBLEM 

Rev. C. Arthur Sadofsky, minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Hyndman, 
Pennsylvania, writes us as follows: “In the 
July number of The Expositor, page 1288, in 
an article on ‘The Preacher’s Handicap,’ you 
asked for a solution of a problem. I am glad. 
to say that I have successfully solved it. Like 
other ministers I was greatly distressed by the 
little show of interest manifested by the young 
people toward the morning worship. in the 
church, most of them leaving after the Sun- 
day School and before the preaching service. 
Taking the matter up with the Official Board 
I suggested the following program: To an- 
nounce on our weekly Bulletin a combination 
of our. Sunday School and morning worship. 
We asked the parents to cooperate with us 
to the fullest extent, since it meant as much 
to them as it did to us. Then we arranged 
a program for such a service. The Sunday 
School was announced to begin at 9:30 A. M. 
with the pastor and superintendent both on 
the platform. After a fifteen minute intro- 
duction the teachers take their classes. At 
the end of this lesson period, at 10:15, with- 
out any confusion in the school, each teacher 
sitting with his or her class, the pastor takes 
charge of the service. The Scripture reading 
and taking of the offerings are in charge 
of the young folks—and they do it well. After 
the offering and prayer the pastor gives a 
fifteen or twenty minute illustrated sermon 
to the children. (We assume he means short 
sermons with interesting illustrations. We 
suggest an adjustment of the method. 

A five minute sermon to the children 
and a twenty-minute sermon to older people, 
but also made as interesting as possible to 
the younger portion of the congregation, 
might be better..—Eds.) Strange to say, the 
older folks like these talks as well as the 
children. The service closes between 10:45 
and 11:00 o’clock. 

Results: Sunday School has increased from 
120 to 152 (last Sunday, August 8rd); at- 
tendance at morning worship increased from 
65 to 165, same day. We hold the whole school 
in the church service, and the hearts of ail 
the people are made glad instead of sad. Of 
course it keeps thé pastor busy, but is well 
worth the extra time and labor. Another 
thing, we do is to give each child a package 
of church envelopes. These they gladly take 
and contribute regularly in the church service. 
This is valuable training, helping to early 
form the habit of giving.” 

(We recognize that this method could not 
be carried out in this exact form in every 
church, but there are good suggestions here 
for all, and it is possible, with adjustments 
suited to local needs, ideas here suggested 
could be used.—Eds.) 


Sin is either burlesque or tragedy, always 


tragedy at last. 


GOOD CITIZENSHIP DAY 


THE HOMILETIC YEAR—October 


ELECTION DAY 


GOOD CITIZENSHIP DAY 
(Third Sunday of' October) 


The late Mr. D. L. Moody, duing a political 
campaign, asked another evangelist concern- 
ing the political outlook. “I don’t know any- 
thing about the political outlook; my citizen- 
ship in heaven,” was the answer. “Better 
get it down to earth for the next 60 days,” 
was Mr. Moody’s emphatic rejoinder. “A man 
who shirks his duty in such things is a poor 
candiate for a better life.” 

All minds will be on politics this month 
and through election day in November. Good 
Citizenship Day, Roosevelt’s Birthday, Elec- 
tion Day, all come within this period. It 
is our duty as pastors to help keep politics 
pure and patriotism exalted. It is part of 
our work in bettering the world. 


SUGGESTIVE TEXTS AND THEMES 

Respect for Law: Rom. 13:1-8. 

Citizens’ Rights: Acts 22:24-30. - 
Christian Citizenship: Isa. 62:1-7. 

Some Duties of Citizens: Eccl. 8:2. 

Good Citizens: Prov. 11:11. 

Respect for Authority: Ex. 22:28. 
Obedience te Law: Deut. 17:19. 


DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY OF MAKING 
GOOD AMERICANS 

‘Ex. 1:8-14; 3:7-10. 

Contrast the attitude of the Egyptians to- 
ward the Israelites with the attitude of the 
Americans toward the foreigners who come to 
this country. Is there a similarity? Based 
on the ideals of a so-called Christian nation 
is the foreigner getting a square deal in the 
land of the “square deal’? The difficulty in 
the way of making good Americans is that 
there are so many bad Americans. People 
coming to our shores from across the seas, 
dreaming of a land of opportunity, are robbed 
in many instances of their privileges. They 
love this land and come to it gladly. Then 
why disappoint them and create in them the 
desire to leave it sadly? A brotherly, Chris- 
tian attitude toward these our brethren from 
over seas will make them good Americans. 
That is what they are anxious to be. 

By a process of assimilation, blending the 
best that comes to us from over the Atlantic 
and Pacific with the best already here, we 
shall produce a master race. The world is 
coming to our shores. God has combined the 
foreign and home mission field and has placed 
it at our feet. Our Bible, our laws, our insti- 
tutions, our schools and colleges equally shared 
with our visitors will make good Americans. 
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Our greed, graft, social evils, Sabbath dese- 
cration and selfishness will make bad Ameri- 
cans. 

Unless the much-discussed theme “Ameri- 
canization” means “Christianization” it does 
not mean anything. “All we are brethren.” 
We are one family. The world is a commun- 
ity. All are neighbors. The slogan should be 
“each for all and all for each.” Unless this 
is true the beginning phrase of our American 
platform, “All men are born equal,” is as 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. At least 
let us give men and women an opportunity to 
prove their mettle. The Christian attitude 
is to throw opportunity, not obstacles, in their 
path. 

The Old World has a valuable contribution 
to make to the New World. It, too, has its 
great ideas, great men and women, great lit- 
erature and music, great carvings and archi- 
tecture. Some years ago Edward Everett Hale 
said, “The greatest word of the next one 
hundred years will be ‘together.’’”’ Man must 
co-operate before God can operate. 


THE UNDESIRABLE CITIZEN 


A group of friends were speaking recently 
of an acquaintance who never had used liquor 
until after the Eighteenth Amendment was 
passed and who now spent most of his time 
experimenting in the mixture of strange al- 
coholic concoctions. They wondered at the 
strange psychology of it all, but there were 
some who wondered more how any one could 
consider himself a good citizen of the United 
States and still deliberately break the law. 
The man who smuggles liquor across our 
borders, or buys liquor so smuggled; the man 
who makes his own, whether for himself or for 
sale; the ones who know where such liquor 
can be obtained and still keep silent—all these 
are undesirable citizens of America. 


DRUNKEN DRIVER’S LIBERTY 


One requirement of Christian citizens is 
that they seek the election of officials who are 
definitely opposed to the liquor traffic. As a 
rule, a man who has more regard for a rich 
drinker’s so-called “personal liberty’? than for 
a poor man’s personal safety will make a 
poor officer of the prohibition law. Relatives 
of a child killed by an automobile that is run, 
by a drunken driver, for example, aren’t likely — 
to favor such “personal liberty” as that.—Paul 
Patton Faris. 
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What Does Printer’s Ink 
Mean to You? 


How often have you thought, “Oh, if I are at your command. The parish paper 
could only get my sermons to those that can give word to your message, can extend 
never attended church’? a cordial invitation to those who do not 

H Stonieds Been Tac attend church services, can enthuse the mem- 

rn ANS Vous prayed, » +0T0, bers to work harmoniously together. 
open up some means before me that I may : : ie ey 
enthuse all the people of my church to work Printer’s ink means publicity! Publicity 


together harmoniously in every department means the power of an idea multiplied! | 
of the church”? You ministers, let the church press multi- 


1 fforts a thousand fold. 
How often have your souls been wrought P¥ Y°Ur © 


with the feeling, “Oh, if people but knew Printer’s ink is tireless, respected, ac- 
of the gospel of righteousness, how gladly cepted into any home, and read by all the 
would they forsake their unhappy ways”? millions. It only needs you to give it a 
start, and it costs you absolutely nothing to 
oe need etna elas ie prayers and give it that start. 
ses go up ain! Oo you see n : : : 
way to give voice to your belief, to give Make a gets: do your preaching 
: : to the unchurched of your community. 
answer to your prayers; to give strength : 
Bi putoese to our’ faith? Where you cannot go, send it. What you 
PUTpO y aoe cannot say, let it say for you. What you 
The means is at your hand. You have a_ cannot do, it, can accomplish. Give it a 
powerful ally. All the powers of publicity chance. 


YOU CANNOT BE A SUCCESSFUL PASTOR WITHOUT A 


PARISH PAPER 


The Parish Paper has a mission. Its mission is publicity. 
Will you give wings to its message ? 


A parish paper can be published by any pastor, without costing him 
one cent. We will tell you how, free of charge. 
5. ed ee 
THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PRESS, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Send me “How The Rev. Chas Nelson Succeeded”’ and full par- 


Simply fill in the accom- 
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TEACH CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 

The influences of the Sunday School are 
naturally for better citizenship. Every prin- 
ciple of Christianity is also a patriotic prin- 
ciple and stabilizes the nation, whether it be 
by reverence, fairness, loyalty or any other 
teachings of the Bible: Many Juvenile Courts 
know that absence from Sunday School is 
dangerous to morals and that regular attend- 
ance practically insures youth against delin- 


quencies. Sunday School and reform schools” 


do not dovetail’ very well; their respective 
members usually are strangers to each other. 


' Yet there is call for special effort on the - 


part of teachers and officers to teach Christian 
citizenship. The issue is too serious to leave 
to purely natural influences; those who ‘are 
undermining American citizenship are working 
with a deadly purpose. 

Numerous ways are to be found to bring to 
our pupils the principle of Christian citizen- 
ship. Much of the Oid Testament, particularly 
those parts which we are likely to teach, 
deal with Hebrew history. The story of the 
Hebrews has been preserved for us with a pur- 
pose. Those men have lived their lives, whether 
for good or for ill; “it is rather for us, the 
living,” to profit from their experiences. 

‘Such a book as Judges is full of warning 
and encouragement; warning because a wan- 
dering Israel fell inevitably in the hands of 
enemies; encouragement because a repentant 
Israel invariably found mercy at the hands 
of Jehovah. National sin was always followed 
by national calamity; but the sincere worship 
of God as regularly issued in an era of pros- 
perity. These facts must be reiterated to our 
pupils until they are saturated with them. 
One need not search for them; they are every- 
where on the surface, clear through the period 
of captivity and on through the first century 
after Christ.—G. Verkuwyl. 


CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 


Christian citizenship means unceasing vigi- 
lance as_to justice throughout the land. It is 
not enough that the criminal be punished; 
the innocent must be protected also. And 
sometimes protection of the innocent is as 
hard to safeguard as punishment for the 
guilty. 

i N © Christian citizen, as a Christian citizen, 
will uphold the granting of privileges to one 
man or group that another man or group 
similarly circumstanced is prevented from ob- 
taining. The good of the community as a 
whole is the aim of loyal Christian citizenship 
—American citizenship. 


CHRISTIAN CITIZENS ON EARTH 
We are citizens of heaven, but 
duty is on earth. Ook Pe 
Selfishness is the cause of unchristian citi- 


zenship; Christian citizenship remembers the 
golden rule. 


A Christian citizen knows no master except 
Christ; a political boss has no rights what- 
ever over him-—that is, as a political boss. — 

It is a Christian duty to see that the law- 
breaker is Jegally punished for his crime. 
This is true whether the Christian be a judge 
or a day laborer. 

Absolute opposition to bribery, graft, and 
the granting of unjust political favors in re- 
turn for undeserved political favors—this is 


a, part of Christian citizenship. 


A wide-awake Christian citizen refuses to 


.be led blindly about by a political demagogue. 


‘He prefers political leaders who talk sense 


plainly, plan platforms sanely, promise no_ 


‘more than they can do and do all that they 
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promise.—P. P. F. 


GOOD CITIZENSHIP TOPICS 


The Value of Christian Citizenship to a 
Community. 

Training for Christian Citizenship in the 
Sunday School. 

Training for Christian Citizenship in the 
Publie Schools. 

Girls and Women as Citizens. 

How to Use Our Votés. 

How Christian Citizens Can Influence Pub- 
lic Opinion. 

Advice from the Bible for Christian Citizens. 

Reforms that May Be Brought about by 
Christian Citizens. 

Information Needed for Good Citizenship. 

The Goals of Christian Citizenship. 

The Duties of a Christian Citizen. 

The Home and Christian Citizenship. 


THE TOWN YOU LIKE 


“If you want to live in the kind of town 
Like the kind of a town you like, 

You needn’t slip your clothes in a grip 
And start on a long, long hike. 


“You'll only find what you left behind 
For there’s nothing that’s really new; 
It’s a knock at yourself when you knock your 
town— 
It isn’t your town—it’s you. 


“Real towns are not made by men afraid 
Lest somebody else gets ahead. 

When every one works, and nobody shirks 
You can raise a town from the dead. 


“And if you make your personal stake, 
Your neighbor can make one too; 

Your town will be what you want to see— 
It isn’t your town—it’s you.” 


CALLED TO BE CITIZENS 
Two men gave two opposing illustrations of 
how: to call American citizens to work for the 
country’s welfare. 
At a service held in honor of a fraternal 


See in the midst of eight acres of tropical 

garden the beautiful new Central Union Church of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, makes a deep and lasting impression on 
the minds of visitors. Surely this is an ideal spot on which 
to erect the house of God! 


Possessing these advantages it was only logical that the 
congregation desired to keep the appointments of the church in har- 
mony with the natural surroundings. When Tower Chimes were under 
consideration a special representative of the church spent several months 
in the United States, during which time he investigated all makes of 
chimes and, as a result, Deagan Tower Chimes were ordered. Rev. 
Albert W. Palmer, D.D., pastor of the Central Union Church, recently 
wrote us as follows: 


“You will be glad to know that we are pleased with the chimes and 
feel that they are a distinct addition to the life of our city. They are the 
only chimes in the Hawaiian Islands and many people here have never 
had the privilege of hearing chimes before, outside of a phonograph or 
a grandfather’s clock. 

“Our church is called ‘the church in a garden’ because it is situated 
in the midst of an eight-acre tropical garden, and the auditorium is 
constructed with French doors along either side so that people sitting in 
the church seem to bein an out-door pavillion with the garden all around 
them. You can imagine how beautiful it is to have the music of the 
chimes floating down from the spire as the people are gathering for the 
Sunday services.” 


Few churches are as fortunately situated as the Central Union, but 
every church can enjoy the benefits that are to be derived through the installa- 
tion of Deagan Tower Chimes. Complete literature sent on request. 


J.C.Dea gan Inc. 


141 Deagan Building Chicago, Illinois 
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CHIMES are play- 

ed from electric key- 
board placed beside 
organ console so that 
organist can imcorpor- 
ate the music of the 
chimes in the services. 
No salaried player re- 
quired. Heat or cold, 
rain or snow does not 
affect Deagan Tower 
Chimes. $5,000 will 
purchase a set of suffic- 
ient range to play over 
a hundred old-time fa- 
voritehymus. Standard 
sets $5,000 to $10,000. 
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society the older man was appealing to his 
hearers to be faithful, helpful citizens. _He 
told of an ill-judged call made on him a little 
while before by a fiery advocate of “direct 
action.” 

“He said to me,” the speaker related, “ ‘I 
tell you, Dr. Barnes, we need men of blood and 
iron, men who are ready to see that this 
thing of robbing and murdering defenseless 
citizens is put a stop to. What we ought to 
do is to take the next murdering robber and 
string him up to the nearest telephone pole!’” 

To the speaker’s astonishment many persons 
in the audience broke into applause. Hastily, 
he raised his hand: “Wait!” he cried. “I said 
to him, ‘I’m not with you, brother. That’s no 
way to uphold the law.’” Then he went on 
to indicate to the audience that good citizen- 
ship is shown not by mob violence but by 
right-voting, education and law enforcement. 

But notice how the younger man spoke to a 
religious gathering of young people. It was 


during a meeting that was discussing the needs — 


of the community. “We’ve got to do something 
to put down law-breaking in town, folks,” the 
young man said. “The politicians aren’t work- 
ing hard enough at it now, we’re not full of 
experience like them, but there are some things 
we can do. 

“We can vote—that’s one thing,” he went 
on. “And we’re lazy cowards if we don’t. We 
can let such leaders as Mike Sheahooley know 
that we want good men put up in each ward 
for aldermen and a good man for police judge, 
too. We can canvass our own neighbors and 
ask them to vote for these men. Then on pri- 
mary and election day we can keep at ’em, 
to see they really do vote—somehow. Maybe 
we won’t get far this year, but we'll make a 
start anyhow. Come on; let’s start this thing 
right now!” 

And they did. They made a beginning of 
helping their community see what Christian 
citizenship means.—P. P. Faris. 


ELECTION DAY 


AT THE POLLS 


Christian citizenship aims at the good of the 
whole community. In it there is no room for 
selfishness or individual gain. It is opposed 
to graft and bribery, illegal power and honor. 
It is seldom that we hold an election that after- 
wards there is not discovered in some section 
of city, county or State, something that has 
been fraudulent. Christian citizenship looks 
upon the polls as a place where wrongs shall 
be righted, and the people put into office who 
will do the most for the common good. The 
citizen who neglects to vote or who votes for 
the man who has promised to do the most for 
him, is not worthy of the name. We must 
make our voting a matter of conscience, and 
not content with following the direction of 
’ our own consciences it should be our aim to 
create a civic conscience, strong against evil, 
powerful for righteousness. 


SACREDNESS OF THE BALLOT 


A new light on democracy has been shed by 
the red glare of the European war. The chas- 
tened vision of mankind has seen anew the 
preciousness of self-government by the peo- 
pie, wherein no man can precipitate a national 
catastrophe. Many persons have for the first 
time realized the solemnity of citizenship. This 
vast war has penetrated deeply into the think- 
ing of our time. Even the frivolous have 
been sobered. As the men of Europe quit 
their sport and business, in obedience to a 
master passion of loyalty such as they had 
never felt before, so in this western world 
there has been a perceptible rising to a new 
level of patriotism. 

Peace has her patriotism, as well as war. 
The sacredness of the ballot, the king-rite by 
which the plain man exercises his sovereignty 


and his divine right to make his own law, 
is an intensified conviction today with millions. 


IMPORTANCE OF ONE VOTE 


In De Kalb County, Indiana, when the elec- 
tion day arrived, there was a man who was in 
doubt whether to go to the mill or to the polls. 
Finally, after a certain amount of coaxing, 
he decided that he would exercise his right 
of franchise and vote. He voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket, and a Democratic member of the 
Legislature was elected from his district by 
a majority of only one vote. That Legislature 
elected a United States Senator, and by the 
vote of the one member from that district Mr. 
Hannegan was chosen. Mr. Hannegan took 
his seat in the Senate, and was president of 
the Senate pro tem. when the vote was taken 
for the annexation of Texas. On the floor the 
vote was a tie, and Mr. Hannegan’s casting 
vote decided the question in favor of annexa- 
tion; and this action brought on the Mexican 
War, which has so shaped the subsequent his- 
tory of our country. 

Even good men are liable to say: “O, my 
one vote will not affect the election one way 
or another; it doesn’t matter whether I go to 
the polls or not.” But suppose 1,000 of 10,000 
men say the same thing, will not the result 
be affected? 


VICIOUS NON-VOTING AND 
VICIOUS VOTING 

It is said that in the average election for 
President at least ten million persons fail to 
vote. A distinguished Senator declared the 
other day that those ten million should lose 
the right to vote. 

Perhaps so; but would they care? And do 
we want to do anything to force indifferent 
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out of print for many years and only a limited number 
Authorities as Dr. James M. Gray, Dr. Arthur T. Pierson 
Sabine and many others. j 

Price $12.00 cash—Installment Price $14.00. 


Order Now 


JOHN URQUHART 
oe 


8 large volumes, 3,200 pages, bound in cloth, printed on fine paper. 


Terms $2.00 with order and balance $2.00 per month. 


The Westminster Press, 125 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Or How Recent Discoveries 
Explain the Bible 


Criticism” 
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Secular 
Science 
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Praised by such Eminent 
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Addressing System 


Can Increase the Efficiency and Scope of Church Work 


It is the machine that has shown thousands 
and thousands of church officials and work- 
ers how to do more in less time, with less 
work and less expense. 

Investigating what it can do for your 
church costs you nothing. 


Complete Machines from $67.50 Up 


Rapid Addressing Machine Co. 


40-F West 23rd Street, New York 
Offices in All Principal) Cities 


Learn today 


just how the 


For Those 
Church Suppers 


Banquet Table Covers 


Think what it would cost to buy 300 feet of table 


cloth 40 inches wide! Think what the expense of 
laundering it would be. ; 
But you don’t have to depend on linens today. 
K. V. P. Banquet Table Covers are much cleaner, 
neater, and cheaper. Buy them in_ continuous 
rolls 300 feet long and 40 inches wide. Cut off 
just the length you need. Use it once, throw it 
away and the expense is far less than the launder- 
ing cost of a linen cloth the same size. 


Get a Free Roll for Your Church! 


We have a plan whereby you can get a full roll of 
K. V. P. Banquet Table Covers absolutely free. 
Have the chairman or president of your church 
society write us for details. We also have a 
money making sales plan for your bazaar. Ask us 
about it today. 


Kalamazoo Vegetable Parchment Co. 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 


voters to vote? If they do not care enough 
about voting to go to the polls, would their 
votes be safe ones if they were driven to the 
polls? 

“ Then, perhaps five million out of the ten— 
to put it charitably—were more conscientious 
about the matter than the rest of us. Perhaps 
they did not know how they ought to vote, 
and thought too highly of the ballot to cast 
it at haphazard. Do we want to disfranchise 
such citizens? Do we want to compel them 
to shut their eyes and vote in the dark? 

The truth is that there is far more vicious 
voting than vicious non-voting; and between 
the vicious voter and the vicious non- 
voter a patriotic citizen will always choose the 
latter as the less harmful, Better stay care- 
lessly and thoughtlessly away from the polls, 
than to go to the polls and vote carelessly 
and thoughtlessly, vote in ignorance, vote at 
party dictation, vote in the whim of the mo- 
ment, vote in passion or prejudice. 

No; mere counting of heads will never cure 
our voting ills. The essence of democracy 
is not universal voting, but universally in- 
telligent and conscientious participation in 
civic affairs. Granted this, and the stay-at- 
home vote may be better for the state than all 
the ballots that are cast and counted. The 
problem is how to get it—Caleb Cobweb. 


ELECTIONEERING UP TO DATE 


A Massachusetts candidate is planning an 
aeroplane canvass of his district. We hope 
it will not put his candidacy up in the air. 


THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND ITS 
RESPONSIBILITY 
The women now have the right to vote and 
every voter should see to it that such right be 
regarded as a sacred duty. Register, and in 
order not to take any risk, register at the 
earliest date and hour possible. 


CHURCH BELLS AND ELECTIONS 


A law is advocated in Masachusetts that 
would require the ringing of the church-bells 
at the opening of the polls on the days of 
the primary election and the general election. 
Several towns have tried the plan, and found 
it useful in bringing out a good vote. Six 
o’clock is the usual time for opening the polls, 
and bells rung at that time for from five to 
fifteen minutes remind the citizens of their 
duty and privilege. The stay-at-home vote 
is the controlling factor in perhaps the ma- 
jority of our elections, and since the man who 
is too busy to remember elections is likely to 
be the substantial, worth-while citizen, this 
stay-at-home vote usually influences the elec- 
tions decidedly for the worse. Good voting 
is very close to the aims of the gospel of 
Christ, and such a use as this of our church- 
bells is perfectly suitable and most inspiring. 
Let it be done everywhere.—A. 
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SELFISHNESS VS PATRIOTISM |. 


“Vote against the proposition to create a 
park in this town,” urged a church member. 
“Jt is a scheme to confiscate my land.” Such 
selfish motives will be overcome before we 
reach the ideal America. 


DEAD CITIZENS 

Do you vote? 

If you do not, you are a dead citizen. Dead, 
that is, so far as the voting-booth is concerned; 
and voting is the chief way in which you can 
show that you are a live citizen. 

At the last presidential election 52 percent 
of American citizens were dead; that is, only 
26,000,000 votes were cast, and there should 
have been (not counting out sick folks) 
54,000,000. What a record! 28,000,000 dead 
citizens in the world’s greatest republic! 

England beats us all to pieces. In her last 
election 80 per cent of the possible votes were 
cast. 

Our. last election was not an election over 
dead issues; some of the most important ques- 
tions ever presented to the United States had 
to be decided then. And less than half of 
our people knew or cared enough about them 
to go to the polls! 

We believe it is not because they do not care, 
we believe it is because they do not know. 

And how will the situation be remedied? 
Let each of the 26,000,000 that do know and 
care inform and inspire just one other voter. 

Will you do it?—A. 


THE SHIRK IN SUFFRAGE 


The extension of suffrage and the guard- 
ing against the illiterate voter have received 
attention, but the menace of the shirk re- 
mains. The right to vote has been demanded; 
the corresponding duty to vote needs emphasis. 
The larger the number with the ballot, the 
greater may be the responsibility of the shirk. 
To him many an evil owes its hold on the 
community.—Christian Endeavor World. 


A PRAYER OF THE ENFRANCHISED 


The following prayer by Mrs. Helen Ludlum 
Davis, a member of the League of Women 
Voters living in Florida, was sent to the voters 
of her community and caused an apathetic 
public to defeat a corrupt official who was 
expected to be elected. It has been sent out 
by the National League of Women Voters 
“with the expressed hope that other woman 
voters will find it helpful.” 

“Almighty and most merciful God, who 
guided our forefathers over the uncharted seas 
and through the trackless forests, and who 
strengthened them in their hours of discour- 
agement and lightened to them their bewild- 
erments that they might faithfully clear their 
chosen path to freedom; help us, we pray 
Thee, to hold fast the measure of freedom 
bequeathed us; help us to carry on for others 


Church Entertainments — 
Made Successful with the Miessner _ 


UTUMN brings church suppers, bazaars, fairs— 
and all of these draw favorable attention to a 
church. Not only is money raised for worthy 

church purposes, but enthusiasm is created for the 
welfare and advancement of the particular church. 


The small, portable Miessner Piano fits in with these activities. 
It has a magnetic appeal. It is an important factor in the success 
of church entertainments, in Sunday School attendance, choir re- 
hearsals, meetings of Boy’s and Girl’s Clubs. It can make your 
church a Social Center. 


From any angle the Miessner Piano can be an asset to your church. 
And it is easy to get. Send the coupon for details of the special 
price made to churches, and of the ten-day free trial offer. 


Miessner Piano Co. 
140 Reed Street Milwaukee, Wis. fh 


? Miessner 
7 Piano Co., 
n fi 140 Reed St., 
Va Milwaukee, Wis. 


Tf 
7 Please send details of spe- 
7. Cial proposition to churches. 
og ‘ ‘and free 10-day trial offer. 


THE LITTLE PIANO WITH THE BIG TONE (“Church ...cccccscieseseseseeees 


¢ 
MIESSNER PLAYER ve Address .. : 
Invaluable for church use. Brings Pim LOW) c cicicieieis c/sieis.aaisecioe State...-scese 
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the fight they fought for us; and above all, 
teach us to pray for guidance before local elec- 
tions as we are wont to pray in times of great 
national stress and panic. 

“Give us wisdom to select leaders for the 
sake of our country’s future; give us courage 
to support them and strength to elect them; 
and for the sake of ‘Thy dear Son, bring to 
pass days set apart for election when we go 
reverently as went the Wise Men old old, 
guided by Thy Star to lay our gifts of wisdom, 
courage and strength before the cradle of 
humanity. For this, the hope of the world, 
we pray, Amen.” 


YOUR VOTE 


History is filled with instances where even 
one single vote has decided elections of tre- 
mendous importance. One vote gave Texas 
to the United States, and thus caused the war 
with Mexico. One vote made California a part 
of the Union, and thus turned the tide of 
immigration westward. One vote elected 
Oliver Cromwell to the famous “Long Parlia- 
ment,” and sent Charles I. to the scaffold, 
revolutionized England, and made Great Brit- 
ain free. One vote elected Governor Morton 
of Massachusetts in 1839, thus defeating Ed- 
ward Everett, the famous orator, statesman 
and scholar. One vote in the electoral college 
in 1876 decided who should be President of 
the United States. 

Your one vote, then, may some time decide 
who shall be President or shall be Governor, 
or who shall represent you in the United 
States Congress. Let no man underestimate 
the importance of his one vote! 


DENIED HIS MANHOOD 


Dr. Robert S. McArthur once said that he 
would, if it were within his power, refuse the 
sacraments of the church to the man who re- 
fused to go to the ballot box on election day. 

Barrie has drawn a pathetic character, in 
the “Sentimental Tommy” book, Aaron Latta, 
the man who denied his manhood. Thence- 
forth the humiliated creature refused to take 
his place among men; he had been false to 
the first duty of his sex, and so should be 
an outcast. Somehow, poor Aaron Latta 
comes to mind as I contemplate the spectacle 
of the “good” men who fail to vote on elec- 
tion day. They are emasculated patriots. 
Even as Aaron Latta went about his cooking 
and housewifery in an apron, so these non- 
voting Americans should be denied a voice in 
all the counsels of men and patriots. Any 
person who does not vote, if he can vote, is 
a bad citizen.. ; 


DO FOLKS READ THE EXPOSITOR? 

Well, I should say they de. In August num- 
ber appeared a few paragraphs from me on 
“Propaganda in Church Work” in which I 


referred to the use of songs in carrying sug- 
gestions we desire the congregation to get. — 
In particular I hastily named a little song 
“Don’t Forget to Come Again,” which I used 
on Children’s Day, 1923, but forgot to give 
name and address of publisher, as I mentioned 
the song merely as an illustration. 


Fellow preachers and readers, I never be- 
fore knew that so many read The Expositor 
and used its suggestions. My vacation has 
been used up and letters are still coming ask- 
ing where words and music can be had. It 
is just an ordinary Children’s Day Song in 
one of the Hall-Mack Programs for 1923 (21st 
and Arch Street, Philadelphia, Penna.) S 

Better still why not write a local song for 
each occasion to some well known melody like 
“Sweet By and By,” “Beulah Land,” etc.? 

Any way, I know preachers read The Ex- 
positor EVEN IN VACATION AUGUST.— 
From Rev. W. C. Poole, Pastor St. John’s 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Lewisville, Pa. 


A DIRECT REQUEST 


The following message on a small card was 
recently used at the Alamo M. E. Church, San 
Antonio, Texas: 

S-U-N-D-A-Y J-U-N-E 29TH, 1-9-2-4 

I am going to receive 25 members into the 
Church. Do you want a part in this in- 
gathering? If you have some one whom you 
want in this class give me their name on the 
other side of this card. 

Robt. L. Armor, Pastor. 


On the reverse side was this: Write below 
name (or names) of those you want in this 


Are you willing to invite other people to attend 
our services? Sign your name below. 
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What Is Christianity? 


In the home, it is kindness; 

In business, it is honesty; 

In society, it is courtesy; 

In work, it is fairness; 

Toward the unfortunate, it is pity; 
Toward the weak, it is help; 

Toward the wicked, it is resistance; 
Toward the strong, it is trust; 
Toward the penitent, it is forgiveness; 
Toward the fortunate, it is congratulation; 
Toward God, it is reverence and love. 
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Obedience, the Condition of Religious Knowledge 
REY. WILLIAM W. LANE, Elmira, N. Y. 


Text: “If any man will do his will, he of feeding, of healing, of raising the dead, 
shall know of the doctrine.” John 7:17. he again and again reminded the people that 
Jesus, having gone to Jerusalem to attend this was not his principal purpose. He even 
the feast ‘of tabernacles went up to the temple went so far sometimes as to evade the throngs 
and taught. The Jews hearing him marvelled, who were seeking him for his physical minis- 
saying one to another, “How knowéth this trations. He repudiated the idea that he was 
man these things, having never learned?” merely a benevolent magician. He came “to 
Jesus answered them, “My doctrine is not » seek and to save that which was lost.” 
mine, but his that sent me,” and _ added, II. The Christian life being a matter of 
“If any man will do his will, he shall know experience, it cannot be understood by obser- 
of the doctrine whether it be of God.” In. vation. 
saying that he gave utterance to a truth which One may go to a manufacturing establish- 
throws much light upon the nature of the ment and looking at a great machine for the 
Christian life and the method of its develop- first time get a good idea of its construction 
ment. and operation. He may examine the plans of 

I. We should remember that the Christian an architect for a great public building and, 
religion as it concerns the individual is a mat- although not familiar with architecture him- 
ter of spiritual experience. © self, derive a clear idea of the appearance 

There are some religious leaders in our time ‘of the finished building. These things are 
whose greatest’concern seems to be over ques- material, external, and therefore can be under- 
tions of industrial reform. There are others’ stood by study, for they are perceived by the 
who emphasize social reform and social ser- physical sense. But religion (I use the word 
vice. These things are not only proper but in its Christian application) is an experience 
important; yet they are only by-products of of the inner nature and therefore cannot be 
the real functions of Christianity. One may understood by a mere onlooker or even bv 
be quite zealous about the attainment of these the keenest psychologist. A sound, to be per- 
results and yet fail to promote the chief pro- ceived, must be heard; a sight must be seen; 
gram of Jesus Christ. For instance, we a perfume must be smelled. You cannot see 
would hardly have credited Robert Ingersoll with your ears or smell with your eyes. So 
with any particular desire to practice or pro- a religious experience to be understood ‘must 
mote the teachings of Christianity, and yet be experienced. This is part of what Jesus 
he was not only a genial friend and an affec- meant. when he said, “The kingdom of God 
tionate man in his family, but was deeply cometh not with observation.” And Paul savs 
interested in public welfare of a general kind. © “The natural man receiveth not the things 
Humanitarian motives, though deep and sin- of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
cere, are not synonymous with religious mo- unto him: neither can he know them, be- 
tives. Nor will the beneficiaries of industrial cause they are spiritually discerned.” 
and social reform be made religious thereby. A little babe is born into a home. The 
You might as well expect to give a boy an tiny mite makes a wonderful change ‘in the 
education by rubbing an encyclopedia on the thought and plans of the father and mother 
top of his head as to expect to redeem the They fondle and kiss the wee one and t Ik 
world by mere humanitarian methods. Moody baby talk to it. As the bachelor and the 
was right when he said, “You cannot purify maiden lady see this it all seems very silly 
the water in a well by painting the pump.” and they wonder why the parents are willin 

When the angel announced to Mary that she to act in such a ridiculous w ittle 
should bear the child of h i ie Joni eh SAL 

d : prophecy he did not piece of flesh weighing about ten pound 
say, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus for he The explanation is that to the hatte: a 
shall save his people from their hunger,” or the maiden lady the baby is an object of ob 
from their diseases,” but, “Thou shalt call servation, while to the parents the baby is a 
his name Jesus for he shall save his people experience in parental love. So the a en- 
from their sins.” And when Christ came into erated man beholds the devout Christian oH 
his ministry, though he did perform miracles sees him fondle his Bible, fervent and of 


80 


Good Books to Use This Winter 


The Story of the 


New Testament 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed 


Presents in a vivid and pop- 
ular manner the _ situations 
out of which the New Testa- 
ment books arose. 


$1.50, postpaid $1.60 


The New Orthodoxy 
By Edward S. Ames 
A new edition of this popular, 


constructive interpretation of ~ 


man’s religious life is soon to 
be issued. 


$1.50, postpaid $1.60 


The Rise of 
Christianity 


By Frederick O. Norton 
A complete story of the 


origin and messages of Chris- 
tianity. 


$2.00, postpaid $2.10 


The Social Origins of 
Christianity 
By Shirley Jackson Case 


Emphasis is placed upon the 
social environment as a forma- 
tive factor in determining the 
rise and development of the 
Christian movement. 


$2.50, postpaid $2.60 


Stories of 
Shepherd Life 


By Elizabeth M. Lobingier 


A single Sunday-school project 
built around the life-activities 
of the early Hebrew shepherds. 


$1.50, postpaid $1.60 


Religion in the 


Kindergarten 
By Bertha Marilda Rhodes 


Designed to help the thousands 
of teachers who have not had 
special training in  kinder- 
garten methods to present re- 
ligion to little children in a 
concrete, simple, and dramatic 
way. 
$1.75, postpaid $1.85. 


Principles of Preaching 


By Ozora S. Davis 


“Sermons of power” rather than those popularly called 
“ ” : . 

great” have been used in this new text for the student 
of homiletics and the preacher who desires his sermons 
to gain in power, persuasiveness, and beauty of form. 


Ainsworth, Spurgeon, Bushnell, 


Beecher, Chalmers, 


Robertson, Brooks, and Newman are represented. 


$2.50, postpaid $2.60 


The Project Principle in 
Religious Education 


By Erwin 


L. Shaver 


“Project” is the most recent term with which to con- 


jure in educational circles. 


While this is particularly 


true in the world of public education, it is likewise 
significant that those engaged in the task of religious 
education, for whom this book is intended, are not far 
behind. The writer believes that there are great pos- 
sibilities for project teaching in the field of religious 


education. 


attempt to set forth such possibilities. 


in its field. 


This volume of theory and practice is an 


It is the first 
$2.75, postpaid $2.85 


Principles of 
Christian Living 


By Gerald Birney Smith 
Ethics is not just a principle about which to theorize; 


it is one to be applied. 


Smith’s new book on Christian ethics. 


This is the theme of Dr. 
His aim is to 


indicate the motives which enter into Christian living 
as the individual finds himself a member of various 


groups in actual life. 
pastor’s library. 


The book is destined for every 


$2.50, postpaid $2.60 


The New Testament 


An American Translation 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed 


In preparing the American Translation Dr. Goodspeed 
has sought to provide a version that should not only 
convey the original meaning, but should also be a 
book to be easily and pleasureably read. He has re- 
moved the stumbling blocks of a centuries-old vocabu- 
lary, a mechanical word-by-word translation, and a dis- 
turbing verse division that retards and discourages the 


reader. 


$1.50 to $5.00, postage 10 cents extra 


Write for the Latest Issue of ‘‘About Religious Books’’ 


The University of Chicago Press 


5823 Ellis Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 
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stant in prayer, delighting in the services 
of the church, loving to meditate upon religious 
things. It is a mystery to the hard-headed, 
unregenerated man and he says, like Nico- 


-demus, “How can these things be?” His lack 


of comprehension arises from the fact that 
he is merely an onlooker instead of a parti- 
cipant through experience. 

The way into the discovery of spiritual 
things is not by the path of logical reasoning 
alone. Spiritual discoveries are made by sur- 
rendering to the will of God and by coming 
into relations of affection with him. God does 
not say, “Give me thy head,” but “Give me 
thy heart.” 

Hence the very first step toward God is a 
challenge to faith. The unsaved man does 
not see clearly. He sees the great truths of 
God but dimly, “as trees walking.” But let 
him do the will of God, which for him is not 


the performance of “good deeds” as yet, but 


simply the acceptance of a Christ whom he, 
thus far, but dimly apprehends. 


As the scientist makes a bold guess based 
upon what he knows in a certain field, then 
takes that guess as a working hypothesis, 
applies the hypothesis by way of experiment 
and finds that the results sustain the hypo- 
thesis and prove it to be true, so the unsaved 
man must take Jesus Christ and his plan of 
salvation as a working hypothesis. This pro- 


- cedure, sincerely and earnestly followed, will 


change the hypothesis into a tremendous truth 
to the seeking heart. 


We have to take things in their order if 
we desire to come to an understanding of 
them. Imagine a teacher handing a book on 
chemistry to a young man. He takes it, 
opens it to page 170 and says, “‘There will be 
no profit in my studying this book—I can’t 
understand it.” Of course he cannot under- 
stand page 170. But let him read page one, 
then in the light of page one read page two; 
then in the light of pages one and two read 
page three, and so on. By and by, when he 
comes to page 170 he will be able to under- 
stand that. The same common sense method 
will produce rich results in the realm of re- 
ligion. 

The unsaved man has' light enough for the 
first. step, which is acceptance of Christ. The 
Master’s invitation to the inquisitive soul al- 
ways is, “Come and see.” He who will not 
come will never see. 

III. The text is full of suggestion not 
only for the man who is hesitating at the en- 
trance into the kingdom but is meant also 
for those who already are Christians, for it 
states one of the chief means of growth both 
in grace and in knowledge. The present re- 
wards of obedience are not confined to the 
approvai of conscience. One of the greatest 
rewards of obedience so far as the present 
life is concerned is an ever-expanding view 
of the greatness of spiritual truth, The path 


of obedience is spoken of as an ascending 
path. An upward path means higher alti- 
tudes and higher altitudes mean wider hori- 
zons. 

God gives us but very little more knowledge 
of spiritual things than we put into practice. 
The man who refuses to live up to his best 
understanding of his duty finds that the things 
of God become more and more meaningless to 
him until they finally almost fade from his 
vision, while to him who is most implicit in obe- 
dience comes the deepest insight into spiritual 
things and also the vigor of soul which re- 
sults from that certainty of knowledge. Per- 
haps this is what Jesus meant when he said, 
“My meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me,” meaning, “My soul gains strength in do- 
ing the will of him that sent me.” 

The Christian religion is an experimental 
science whose most precious truths cannot be 
understood by perusing the best text on “Chris- 
tian Evidences” that has ever been published, 
but must be learned by the laboratory method 
of experience in unreluctant and loving obedi- 
ence. He who will not comply with these 
conditions closes the door of spiritual know- 
ledge in his own face. 

Faith does initiate and regulate prac- 
tice, but it is also true that right practice 
influences and enlarges faith. Ruskin said 
truly, “Every duty we omit obscures some 
truth we should have known.” That was 
simply another way of saying, “If any man 
will do his will (so far as he understands it) 
he shall know of the doctrine,” that is, he 
shall more clearly perceive spiritual truth. 

As our years of life go by the printed text 
of our Bible will remain the same, but as we 
are responsive to God’s will as already known, 
the explanatory foot-notes will become more 
and more complete and helpful. 

May it not be that this text throws some 
light upon the future of the church? Today 
the church fails to win the respect and allegi- 
ance of many because through the centuries 
faction and strife have dismembered the body 
of Christ into so many denominations. As 
we think of these words of Christ perhaps it 
is not too much to hope that as God’s people 
in the various churches faithfully endeavor 
to do the things which they agree are the 
manifest will of God they will gradually move 
nearer together, not only in fellowship but in 
belief and in organization, having one Lord, 
one faith, and perhaps one baptism, until the 
time shall come when the great prayer of 
Jesus that his people may be one, shall be 
answered in a unified church in which there 
shall be liberty of thought upon minor mat- 
ters, but whose united and supreme purpose 
shall be to “Crown Him Lord of All.” 


Samuel McChord Crothers says: “When a new 
idea gets into an unfurnished mind it has the 
time of its life.” There is nothing to hinder its 
running around all over the premises. 
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A Non-Stop Flight for Eternity 


REV. CHARLES E. KING, Larned, Kansas 


' Text: “There is no discharge in that war: 
neither shall wickedness deliver him that is 
given to it.” Eccl. 8:8. 

That is a thrilling story that Lieutenant 
John A. Macready gives us of his and Lieuten- 
ant Kelley’s attempts and final achievement of 
the Non-Stop Flight across America. It is im- 
possible for any man with a grain of imagina- 
tion to read of that great modern-day accom- 
plishment without a real stir of the heart- 
strings. The great benefits of this will not 
be fully tabulated until many moons have 
passed and we have perfected the art of air 
craft to a much more practical relationship to 
our every day living. We are all convinced 
that day is not so far distant as our fathers 
of the recent 19th century would have led 
us to believe. But as much as I might like 
to discuss the probabilities of air travel revo- 
lutionizing our modern method ef transporta- 
tion, I have another reason for announcing 
this topic. 

As I read this stirring description I could 
not help but see in it, and in the plans and 
praparations for this epoch-making trip, many 
analogies to the necessary plans and equip- 
ment for the great journey of life. 

First, it is very evident that the journey in 
the air was very definitely related to the jour- 
ney on land, all the equipment was provided 
out of material secured on land. The only 
equipment which they were depending upon 
to be furnished for them was the air. That 
was a very unknown ard uncertain quantity, 
affected by many conditions. They had meas- 
ured their time to what they thought would 
give the most favorable atmospheric conditions. 
But even then they met many surprises, fought 
through many difficult situations. The very 
fact of being so absolutely dependent upon 
the earth for all the necessary equipment 
multiplied the difficulties of the flight. The 
weight of these equipments made the start 
off doubly hard. How true to real life! So 
many of us become heavily encumbered with 
earthly impediments! The earthly gravita- 
tion is almost too great for any consistent up- 
ward movements of our lives. 


The Charts Are Prepared 


Well, this will be an ideal morning for 
a take-off on our air line trip. We must 
not spend too much time philosophizing about 
the preliminaries. The charts for our journey 
have all been prepared. For hundreds of 
years the Chief of the spiritual weather 
bureau has had his experts from different 
observation stations putting down reports, un- 
til from Abraham and the patriarchs, down 
through the prophetic ages, then by the Son 
of the Great Chief, there are available spe- 
cial charts and graffs for our use. No, we 
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do not need to start out on an uncharted 
journey in life. 

The chief difficulty, we learn from the 
aviators is that of attaining an altitude that 
will enable one to over-top the mountains and 
other obstructions of the journey. Let us see 
if the Chief Observer followed his own direc- 
tions. “After he had sent the multitudes 
away he went up into the mountain apart to 
pray.” It was while he was on the heights 
the he engendered power. How refreshing it 
is to find a weather specialist who will put 
reliance on his own forecast! Jesus is just 
as confident of the spiritual currents of life 
as the aviator is of the power of gravitation. 
Why not be willing to plunge out on our life 
journey with the same assurance that the 
aviator does in his field? 

If our great spiritual Leader is only go- 
ing to give us an endurance test without any 
definite goal in view, then he is foolish to 
start out with his only Son on this climb 
to the spiritual heights. But he can well afford 
to make any physical sacrifice to start the 
human race on a great journey that leads 
somewhere. 


Heights to Plains, a Common Experience 


All the difficulties of the journey were not 
passed when the heights were scaled. Those 
aviators glided down the slopes of the Rockies 
into the great plains of the Mississippi, think- 
ing that many of the problems of the journey 
had been solved when suddenly they not only 
plunged into the night, but also into terrific 
thunder and a wind-storm. There have been 
many dark and stormy periods in this non- 
stop journey of the human race as well as in 
the experiences of the individual traveler. 
It is said that the real test of an airman’s 
ability is to be able to retain balance 
and direction for thirty minutes without the 
sight of any object on the earth. Then he 
must rely upon a whole array of unintelligible 
instruments and dials. A few short months 
ago an air-ship was able by the use of three 
new instruments, the earth-inductor compass, 
the turn-indicator and the inclinometer to fly 
450 miles of a 575 mile trip without seeing 
the ground. To us who walk this mundane 
sphere or merely drive a Ford this may not 
mean so much, but to aviators it is a kindly 
writing telling how to keep their balance in 
the dizzy heights above clouds. 


Encouragement Along the Way 


In their attempted flight from west to east 
Lieutenant Macready says the hardest part 
was during the night across the plains of 
Oklahoma and Kansas during the raging 
storm. This lowered their morale. It was 
not what they actually endured, but the un- 
certainty in the lightning, thunder and winds, 
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It was what they feared might happen. For 
hours all they could see were the section lines 
and a few markings along the way during 
the brief flashes of lightning. But Orville 
Wright, pioneer in all modern-day aviation, 
had telegraphed to some of the landing-fields 
along the plains. During the night of mist 
and clouds these fields played their powerful 
searchlights across the clouds to flash a 
friendly greeting to their friends. 

Are we as thoughtful to those who may be 
battling against odds in the great struggles 
of life? 

Motive and Endurance 


The endurance test, the altitude records, 
the stunt maneuvers as well as plain flying 
have each added its little to the present-day 
accomplishments, The endurance tests and 
altitude records both gave assurance to the 
pilot. The stunt maneuvers taught the pilot 
how to better determine the balance of his 
plane as well as the direction it was taking. 
He learned that if the engine suddenly accel- 
erated it indicated that the nose was pointed 
downward and if it were seriously retarded 
it was most probably pointed upward, even 
though he might not be able to see the ground. 
All these had their place, and yet as an end 
in themselves hardly warranted the hazards. 


I sometimees wonder if many of us are not 
a little too desirous of participating in the 
spectacular, hair-raising, curiosity-arousing 
religious events, rather discounting the worth 


of the average straight-away living of the 
Christian life. 

Elijah was a great advocate of the spec- 
tacular, miracle-working power of the Al- 
mighty. He had fully determined that people 
of his day should be astonished into accepting 
Jehovah as their God. Yet after the most 
spectacular demonstration that had ever been 
staged the Lord sent him back to live quietly 
and consistently among the young men of the 
nation as a teacher and inspirer unto good 
deeds. Miracles have their place in the divine 
economy, but there is abundant assurance that 
common every-day living and loving and help- 
ing of fellow men is the real test of our spirit- 
uality. The non-stop flight of our souls, even 
among clouds and thick blackness, is the sure 
test of consecration. It is fairly easy with a 
light load and no particular motive in life, 
to attract considerable attention by a few 
stunt maneuvers, but through the long tire- 
some stretches of dark nights, with a load that 
taxes every ounce of strength, we need all 
the balance and initiation and resourcefulness 
that can be secured by becoming thoroughly 
conversant with every detail of the journey 
to be taken, and acquainted with all the equip- 
ments and accessories of our spiritual craft. 
“For there is no discharge in this war and 
neither shall wickedness deliver him that is 
given to it.” 

Father of all and liberal giver to him that 
asketh, give us the divine poise and resource- 
fulness that comes only through acquaintance 
with the great Pilot of life! Amen. 


A Prepared Congregation 


REV. S. WATERS McGILL, D. D., Louisville, Ky. 


Text: “Now, therefore, we are all here 
present in the sight of God, to hear all things 
that have been commanded thee of the Lord.” 
Acts 10:38. 

I. The people were present in person. 

Peter, the preacher, had come to the house 
of Cornelius. One of the first things he was 
told and one of the first things he could see 
was that “we are all here.” Sometimes it 
takes a church quarrel to insure a large con- 
gregation. In the Scripture story the preacher 
had come to preach. And he found the peo- 
ple were there to hear him. The preacher 
in this instance had had nothing to do with 
getting the congregation. He did not even 
have to “draw” as is often expected of preach- 
ers. That had been looked after by others. 

Recently it was my privilege to preach at 
the home of a street car motorman. It was 
a neighborhood prayer meeting. This Chris- 
tian street car man had laid off from his 
work at financial loss to himself in order 
that he might have a congregation for the 
visiting preacher. The home was a little 
four room cottage. The little sitting room 
was fully occupied by friends and neighbors, 


so were the bedroom and the kitchen. There 
were people on the front porch. There were 
people out in the front yard. There were 
people around the gate. They were “all there.” 
And the preacher had nothing to do with 
getting them there. His task was to preach. 
The motorman’s household were all there. 
His kinsmen and neighbors were all there. 
He was a modern Cornelius. They were “all 
there” too in the sense that they were there 
to hear the message. Their minds were pre- 
sent as well as their bodies. They did not sit 
or stand through the service while their 
minds were wool-gathering somewhere else. 
Think of the effect of such a congregation 
on the preacher. Here was a situation when 
if there was any “preach” in the man it was 
bound to come out. A preacher once said that 
it made no difference to him whether he had 
four or forty or four hundred to preach to, that 
he preached just the same. Maybe he did, yet 
even he was mistaken. The congregation has 
a large share in the making of the sermon, 
larger than most congregations realize. Sleepy 
congregations make sleepy preachers, just as 
truly as sleepy preachers make sleepers in 


the congregation. Think of the effect on every 
_ department of church life and work if we 
were “all here present.” It would affect the 
preaching. It would affect the congregation 
and it would affect the whole community. 

II. Then too, the people were prayerful 
in spirit. The preacher’s host told him that 
the congregation was present in “the sight of 
God.” The preacher had had a vision. Peter 
had seen the great sheet let down from heaven. 
He had heard the voice speaking to him. He 
had been directed by the Spirit of God. Pity 
_ the congregation whose preacher has no vision, 
who has no sense of the directing power of 
the Spirit of the Living God! Most preachers 
go from their knees to their pulpit. They 
appear before their people in the spirit of 
prayer. Many a preacher breathes this prayer 
as he mounts the stairs: 

“Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
Grant me what I need the most— 
Grace to labor, grace to pray, 
Grace to preach Thy Word today. 
Thou didst bring to blinded eyes 
Joyful light with sweet surprise 
By the use of worthless clay; 
Use me so, dear Lord, this day.’ 


And then half the sermon time must be 
taken in an endeavor to get the congregation 
in a frame of mind to hear the message. A 
preacher noticing the drowsiness of his con- 
gregation as he preached said in the midst 
of his sermon, “And so on, and so on, and so 
on, for many more pages. Let us pray.” 
Another preacher seeing many of his parish- 
ioners asleep announced a hymn to be sung 
standing. After this had been done he said, 
“We will now hear the rest of the sermon.” 
Why should not the people have a vision as 
well as the preacher? 

Cornelius had a vision as well as Peter. 
Cornelius was a man of prayer. In his pray- 
ing the Spirit of God spoke to him as well as 
to the preacher. There had been prayerful 
preparation on the part of the people as well 
as on the part of the preacher. More of us 
should go to church from the family altar. 
Too many go from the family altercation. 
From the post office to the pew is not proper 
preparation for hearing the preaching of the 
Gospel. From the Sunday paper to the sanc- 
tuary is not the way to pepare the mind for 
the reception of the message from the Word 
of God. “The Lord is in his holy temple, Let 
all the earth keep silence before him.” — We 
should enter the sanctuary in this worshipful 
spirit. 

III. The congregation gathered by Cor- 
nelius to hear Peter preach were attentive 
in manner. They were present “to hear all 
things” that the Lord had commanded of 
the preacher. Now, preacher, if you have 
anything to say from the Lord, “say on. 
What a joy to preach to a congregation like 
that! Preaching is not a performance. The 
purpose of it is not to be done with it and 
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President Coolidge says : 


“It is right for men to organize and 
the purposes of society were best served 
by organization, provided the organiza- 
tion was for service.” 


We are an Organization Ren- 
dering a Service of Everlast- 
ing Benefit to the Church, its 
Membership and Community. 
A Service which Provides 
Money for New Buildings, 
Money for Reducing or Pay- 
ing Off Mortgage, or Money 
for Endowment. 


If You Have a Financial Prob- 
lem Involving $25,000 or 


More, state your requirements 
clearly to us in a letter, any- 


thing you write will be treated 
confidentially and we will give 
you an honest opinion on the 
application of our service in 
your particular case, indicat- 
ing the cost. 


If We Cannot be of Service to 
You we will be frank in ad- 
mitting it and will volunteer 
information that will be of as- 
sistance tu you, in your un- 
dertaking, this without obli- 
gation or cost. 


If you NEED MONEY, write 
today and find out if we can 
be of service to you, it may 
mean financial independence. 


We Do Not Loan Money. Our Busi- 
ness is Conducting Funding Cam- 
paigns with Success, Dignity and 
Dispatch. 


Security Funding 
3 Company 


28 Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago 


go. The congregation that gathered in the 
home of Cornelius had something else in mind 
instead of just filling in the hour. There 
would probably have been no complaint if the 
sermon ran four minutes over the allotted 
time, provided the preacher really had some- 
thing to say. Many a preacher pays the 
price of blood in the preparation of his ser- 
mons and then burns up his life in an effort 
to get the message into the hearts of his hear- 
ers. One of our good preachers has a phrase 
that he always uses in his Sunday morning 
petition, “May everybody listen.” It seems a 
pity that a pastor should have to offer a 
prayer like that. 

Enthusiasm is in the pew first before it 
can be in the pulpit. Empty pews make for 
empty preachers, and inattentive congrega- 
tions make uninteresting preachers. Most au- 
ditors do not realize how conspicuous they are 


to the speaker nor how great an effect sym- 
pathetic listening has upon effective preach- — 
ing. 
Conicline was attentive to hear “ all things” 
that God had commanded. They wanted the 
whole message from God. This points the 
way towards what preachers ought to preach, 
but that is another story or sermon. 

The wholeness of the message was what 
this ancient congregation wanted and we are 
persuaded that in this respect at least, modern 
congregations are not very different. 

IV. And of course we must conclude that 
Peter’s congregation that was present in per- 
son and prayerful in spirit and attentive in~ 
manner went away to be also obedient in life. 

How fine to lead the worship of a congre- 
gation like that! What a privilege to preach 
the Gospel to a company like that! 


Friendship With God: Funeral Sermon 


REV. ARNOLD EVERT LOOK, Upland, Pa. 


Text: “I am the resurrection and the life, 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live. John 11:25. 

' I. Wherever there is life there is death, 
for death is a part of the law of life. The 
beautiful flower must lose its petals and cease 
to be. The century plant may outlive two or 
three generations but there will come a gene- 
ration that will outlive it. The giant red- 
wood trees of California may live for two 
thousand or more years but one by one they 
are passing away to the inevitable destiny 
of all living things. And because part of every 
living thing is of the earth, earthy, because 
every person is not only an immortal soul 
but also a physical, temporal, body the des- 
tiny of all earthly living things is the destiny 
of the earthly part of us all. As the Scrip- 
ture saith, “It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment,” that is 
to say, the flesh dies once for all but the 
soul continues into the world beyond. 

_. We have gathered today saddened by the 
close of another life. The departed has gone 
the way of all flesh. By the mysterious but 
all-wise Providence of God, a companion has 
been taken from us. And what shall we say? 
Of what shall we think? Shall we think only 
of the death of the body—the physical separa- 
tion with its anguish of sorrow, or shall we 
remember that while the body is dead the 
personality yet lives, even as Jesus said “He 
that believeth in me, though he were dead yet 
shall he live”? Surely we shall wrong ‘our- 
selves, we shall wrong the memory of .our 
friend, we shall miss entirely the gracious 
purpose of God unless we lift our thoughts 
at this hour from physical death to eternal 
life, from an end to a beginning, from des- 
pair to the abundant comfort and hope fur- 
nished by the proclamation of our Lord, “I am 
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the resurrection and the life . . he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live.” 

Il. Let this great saying remind us again 
of the friendship of God. How strange and 
how sad it is that there are so many different 
attitudes toward God. To some God is only 
a stern judge to be greatly feared. To others 
he is only a name to be used in cursing. To 
still others he is only a last resort in time 
of trouble. But to Jesus he is the Father and 
Friend. He is a Friend who loves with a 
passion beyond that of any earthly love. He 
is the Friend who sent his Son to befriend us 
with salvation, and whose highest purpose 
is that all may be saved form sin unto eternal 
life. 

III. Do we believe what Jesus taught about 
the friendliness of the Father? Of course we 
do! Then let us reflect what it means to us 
who mourn. Some years ago there disap- 
peared from my room an article which I valued 
very highly. The thought that it had been 
lost or stolen brought much distress. Then I 
found out that a friend had taken it. I did 
not know why nor understand all the details, 
but everything was changed when I knew it 
was my friend for I trusted him. It made all 
the difference in the world because a friend 
had done it. Today we have suffered a great 
loss. We do not understand it all. But we 
can trust our divine Friend. We know that 
what has been lost is safe in his keeping and 
care. It makes all the difference in the world 
because a Friend has done it. We know too 
that “all things work together for good to 
them that love God”—to those who are God’s 
friends. 

IV. At the time of bereavement by death, 
as at perhaps at no other time, we who re- 
main are inclined to think of our own prepara- 


q 


And Peter’s congregation gathered by — 


tion for this universal experience of man- 


careful and troubled about many things. 


kind. To those whose thoughts are thus in- 
clined, we commend these words of our Lord, 
“IT am the resurrection and the life . . he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” To believe in Jesus Christ 
means to become friends with God. It meang 
to live with and for God here and thus pre- 
pare to live with him forever. 

A child wandered off into a nearby grove 
at dusk. Darkness came and the child became 
much afraid. There were sounds all about. 
From some of them came human voices. But 
these only added to his fear. Then came the 
sound cf mother’s voice. Fear fled instantly 
as he stepped forward through the darkness 
to find her arms. But why did that one voice 
banish fear? Because he was absolutely sure 
of mother’s love and of his own love for her. 
They were friends. He could trust mother 
anywhere. When the darkness falls and 
sounds confuse and terrify there is only one 
Voice that can banish fear. If we are abso- 
lutely sure of his love for us and of our 
love for him, if we have been friends with him 
here, doing whatsoever he has commanded, we 
may claim his promise, “I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life . . he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
We can do this with the glad assurance of 
the Psalmist who wrote, “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” 


Two Outstanding New Books 


Science and Life 


By PROFESSOR ROBERT A. MILLIKAN 


who was awarded the Nobel Prize in recognition 
of his achievement in isolating the electron. 


Contains four popular lectures, the most im- 
portant of which are the one on the Significance 
of Radium and the one on Science and Religion. 
The purpose of the latter is to show that there 
is no conflict between science and religion when 
the field of each is properly defined. He cites the 
testimony of a great cloud of witnesses, both emi- 
nent scientists and eminent teachers of religion, 
who have asserted the harmony of the two. 


Cloth, $1.00, postpaid 


The Larger Faith 


By DR. CHARLES R. BROWN 


Dean of the School of Religion, Yale University. 

A book on the leading Christian denomination, 
telling something of the history of each and what 
special beliefs each emphasizes. Written with 
Dean Brown’s catholic tolerance and sympathy, and 
usual incisive style. 


Cloth $1.50, postpaid 


Order now from 


-THE PILGRIM PRESS 


19 South LaSalle St. 14 Beacon Street, 
Chicago, Boston, Mass. 


The Sympathy That Understands 


REV. A. RUSSELL TOMLIN, London, England 


Text: 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not 
be taken away from her.” Luke 10:42. 

What was that “good part” of which Jesus 
here speaks? A certain preacher has given a 
very interesting and suggestive interpretation 
just here. He has characterized it, not so 
much as merely ministering to physical needs, 
as in responding to a deeper one, namely, 
“that of sitting and listening to the words of 
Jesus, while he eased the burden of his spirit.” 
In other words, Mary just knew how to listen 
to the secrets of Jesus’ soul, and listening, 
respond with a spirit of real understanding 
sympathy. 

I. Consider, then: That life is more than 
meat, and fellowship than meals. - 

The story is well known. With Jesus Christ 
as guest in the home at Bethany, Martha, 
the domestic, gets very busy, so busy, in fact, 
that the work gets on “top of her.”’ The con- 
sequence is, that she gets irritable, nervous, 
reprimanding. “Lord, dost thou not care that 
my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid 
her therefore that she heip me.” Then comes 
the rebuke of Jesus, that was also a justi- 


fication for Mary. “Martha, Martha, thou “ni 
u 


“But one thing is needful; and Mary | 
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one thing is needful.” And Mary had givem 
that one thing—had given it, (so it has been 
interpreted) in a loving, spiritual sympathy to 
Jesus’ recital of the secrets of his soul. 

How true it is, that life is more than meat, 
and fellowship than meals, and because Mary 
had given that fellowship, she had served 
Jesus Christ more truly than Martha, with all 
her attention to his bodily needs. We need 
to realize, that whilst there is a hospitality 
of the body, there is a hospitality of the soul, 
and of the two, this is, by far, the deeper, 
if not generally the more acceptable. “If 
thou be the Son of God,” said Satan, tempt- 
ing Jesus Christ, “command that these stones 
be made bread.” But “man shall not live by 
bread alone,” answered Jesus. Exactly. 
There are times when meals are a mockery, 
when the literal bread is as a bag of pearls 
to a hungry man. The tastiest dish can be 
infinitely excelled by a heart that responds in 
terms of loving solace to human need. : 

II. Next we consider: That life’s highest 
service is in answering to these deeper needs. 
Life’s greatest comforters are those who, 
quietly listening to the story of woe, know 
just how to listen, and listening, sympathize. 
They may say little, but though they say little, 


they create an atmosphere in which the soul 
finds comfort, and the heart new strength. 
There are some that say that “you need to 
feed the hungry, ere you preach to them.” 
To this, we would add, “that you can feed the 
hungry, and yet, in the deepest sense, leave 
them quite unfed.” The preacher and the 
teacher have a function far higher than the 
baker and the confectioner. It’s one thing 
to attend to bodily needs, but it’s quite an- 
other—and a harder one too—to minister to 
spiritual needs. Many can do the one, where 
they cannot do the other. They can provide 
a hospitality equal to every physical taste, 
and yet, in the other direction be entirely at 
a loss. Life’s highest service, we would em- 


phasize, is in answering, not merely to the ma- — 
terial requirements of men, but to their moral | 
and spiritual needs. 

III Let us realize, then, the terms of life’s 
highest service and seek to express them 
among our fellow men. After all, we win 
men’s gratitude not so much by the hospitality 
of our tables, or the happy evenings of recre- 
ation by the cozy fireside, as when we listen 
quietly and patiently to the story of their dis- 
tress, and lend them our comfort and support. 
Yes, life is more than meat, and a patient 
sympathetic spirit than the most hospitable 
table one can provide. It is the Marys who 
have it, after all! : 


Follow Your Leader: Children’s Sermon 


REV. M. G. GOSSELINK, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Text: “Looking unto Jesus.” Heb. 12:2. 
I wonder how many of you have ever played 


the game of “Follow Your Leader?” When 
I was a boy we used to play it often. We 
would choose some one to be the leader. He 


would take his place at the head of the line and 
make all sorts of strange motions which we 
were supposed to imitate. When he ran, we 
ran; when he crawled on hands and knees, we 
did the same. Over fences, across creeks, 
through dark places, up ladders, into trees, 
wherever he went we went, and whatever 
he did we had to do. If we failed, we had 
to become leader. 

I think that everyone, even after growing 
up, plays “Follow Your Leader.” Many peo- 


ple do things just because other people are . 


doing them; say things just because others are 
saying them; and think things because other 
people are thinking them. That is all right if 
others do, say, and think correctly. 

We are great imitators. We copy others 
without thinking about it. For that reason 
we should be very careful about choosing our 
companions. If they help us to be better we 
should keep them as associates, otherwise it is 
better to stay away from their company. You 
know that if you place a rotten apple in a 
4 with a good one the good one will become 

ad. 

Al our lives we play “Follow Your Leader.” 
Be careful what leader you choose. 

Fathers and Mothers are good leaders. 
us remember that, girls and boys. They al- 
ways try to do their best for us. Sometimes 
we think that we know better than they, but 
you will find out when you grow older that 
they knew best. So follow their advice, 

But father and mother will not always be 
with you, and other leaders may not be safe 
to follow. I know one leader who is the best. 

The Bible tells us about Him. That is Jesus. 
He said to his disciples, “Follow me,” and he 
says that to us. He never makes a mistake. 


Let 
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Many years ago a lumberman lived in the 
forests of northern Michigan. One day he 
went into the woods to cut down some trees. 
The sun was shining when he started. He 
worked till late in the afternoon when he no- 
ticed that a storm was coming so he decided 
to go home. He went in the direction from 
which he thought he had come in the morning 
but found that he was going farther into the 
forest. He took out his compass and saw that 
he was going in the opposite direction from 
that which he should go, but he said to himself, 
“I must be right; there must be something 
wrong with the compass.” So he kept going 
on, but he became more and more confused. He 
took out the compass again. It still pointed 
in the opposite direction. He became angry 
and raised his arm to throw the little instru- 
ment away. But something said within him, 
“Don’t be foolish; the compass has never de- 
ceived you; give it a trial.”’ He lowered his 
arm, turned around, and followed where the 
compass pointed, and came back to his cabin 
in the clearing just before the storm broke. 

If we follow Jesus we will-not go astray. 


He is the best leader for everyone. Let us 
look to him. 
TEMPERANCE SERMON 
“Therefore the law is slacked.” Habakkuk 


14. 

This prophet is speaking of the liquor sit- 
uation of his own time. As he reviews the 
conditions he returns no less than eight in- 
dictments against the traffickers in strong 
drink. Singularly enough all of these indict- 
ments have been returned by every succeeding 
generation. 

I. One of those which he designates is 
“lawlessness’—“therefore the law is slacked.” 
From that time until now the lawlessness of 
this business has been manifest. In every 
generation lawlessness has been the outstand- 


ing characteristic of the trade. Its lawlessness 
_ has never been more defiant than in the pre- 
sent attempt to nullify the Constitution and to 
slacken the highest law of the land. 

II. It is up to the citizens of this genera- 
tion to relieve the nation of “the burden which 
Habakkuk the prophet did see.” 


TURNING THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN 

“These that have turned the world upside 
down.” Acts 17:6. 

When Cornwallis’ army, in 1781, with colors 
furled, marched into the presence of Wash- 
ington’s victorious troops, the band played an 
old English melody, “The World Turned Up- 
side Down.” It was a tremendous upsetting 
of political ideas when tyranny was turned 
under and freedom’s bright face looked up to 
the stars. Far more tremendous was the over- 
turning of the moral world by the Gospel. 
That upsetting is not completed yet. 

An old preacher divided this text thus: 


I. God made this world right. 
II. Sin turned it upside down. 
III. The world must be turned right side up 
again. 
IV. The Gospel has enough power for it. 
V. We are the chaps to do it. 
This reminds us of the late Dwight L. 


Moody’s declaration: “Give me ten fully con- 
secrated praying men, and I will turn the 
world upside down.—Rev. Edmond Kerlin, 
D. D. 


MINISTERS! 


Give the Members of Your Church an 
Oppertunity to Buy the 


New Indexed Bible 


Rev. L. H. Steele of 
Hutchinson, Kan., says: 


“The New Indexed Bible is 
the most wonderful Bible ever 
tinted. It is the greatest 
ook to sell on earth. I have 
been selling goods for 25 
years and have never ex- 
perienced such sales. You 
can sell every family 
a Bible if they have 
the money. have 
made over one hun- 
and _ attended to pray services and to preaching 
services each day, To sell Bibles, see the people, that’s 
all. People say it is a Godsend. It is a great privi- 
pecneue a pleasure to call on people with such a 
ook, 1 


Scores of ministers are adding from $25.00 to $50.00 
per week to their incomes selling the NEW INDEXED 
IBLE during spare time. 


par icers and full particulars sent on request. 
Sample Bibles supplied at wholesale price. 


Buxton-Westerman Co. 
36 South State St., Dept. 11, Chicago, Ill. 


Sponge and Water: Children’s Object Sermon 


REV. MASON W. SHARP, Franklin, Mass. 


The other day two boys went into a candy 
‘store. Only one boy had money to spend. He 
bought some candy and ate it himself while 
the. other poor boy looked on with envious 
eyes. Would Jesus have done that? 

It is likewise true that some older folks 
forget to share their pleasures and good things 
with others. (Dish filled with water.) 

Let this sponge represent a boy. Notice 
how he drinks in all the good things of life 
that he can get his hands on. When he has 
an ice-cream cone, piece of cake, or a bag of 
candy he never shares it with others, but keeps 
it all to himself. Possibly he goes to church, 
listens to the sermon and sings heartily on 
the hymns. Then he goes to Sunday School 
and recites his lesson perfectly. But the next 
day when he goes out to play with the boys 
he never tells them what he heard at church 
or what he learned in Sunday School. He 
never says anything about Jesus. What would 
you do with a boy like that? What would 
Jesus say to him? 

Per tehow this sponge has absorbed all the 
water and gives nothing off. So the boy, like 
the sponge, learned a lot about Jesus and 
how to live the Christian life, but no one was 
getting any benefit from it. A sponge 1s not 
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of much use unless it gives out the water it 
absorbs. Neither is a boy or girl doing his 
or her full share unless helping other boys 
and girls to live the Jesus way of life. 

Our New Testament tells us that “Jesus 
was always going about doing good.” As we 
come here from Sunday to Sunday and learn 
about Jesus, and how he wants us to live, let 
us be his messengers and tell other boys and 
girls how he wants them to live. 


DEPARTED DAYS 
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved.” Jer. 8:20. 
The summer days have been days, 


J. Of merciful brightness. 
II. Of possible gladness. 
Ill. Of expected fruitfulness. 
IV. Of abundant reaping. 
V. That cannot be recalled. 
VI. That have left their impress. 
VII. That will have to be accounted for. 


A Sufficient Reason 
Two laborers from the Emerald Isle were work- 
same building. Suddenly the one on 
called to the bricklayer two stories 
“Don’t come down on this ladder, Pat, 


ing on the 
the ground 
above him, le 
because it isn’t there. 


Important Recent Books © 


REV. I. J. SWANSON, D. D. 


Is there much preaching nowadays on the Atone- 
‘ment? We raise the question because out of the 
many inquiries we have received for lists of books 
on various topics, we have had only one, and that 
recently, about books on the Atonement. The 
N. T. regards it as a topic of immense significance. 
We suggest three good books on the subject,— 
many more of course could be named, but these 


three are valuable. They are: The Death of 
Christ, Denney, Historic Theories of Atone- 
ment, Mackintosh, and The Meaning of the 


Cross, Grubb. 

By the way, these and other books may now 
be ordered directly from The Expositor, Caxton 
‘Building, Cleveland, Ohio. See advertisement on 
page 8 of this issue, of this new HLxpositor ser- 
vice, established for your convenience. 

When ordering books, address, as above, The 
Expositor, Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio; and 
when you wish information about books or lists 
on various topics, address the Editor of this De- 
partment, Rev. I. J. Swanson, D. D., 270 S. Chest- 
nut St., Ravenna, Ohio, and kindly enclose stamp 
for reply. 


The Christ of the Gospels, by Arthur W. Robin- 
son, D. D. 207 pp. Doran, New York. Another 
fruitful volume by the Canon of Canterbury, in 
the valuable series which is being published by the 
Student Christian Movement. Dr. Robinson gives 
a brief introduction with illustrative or confirm- 
atory notes to each of the Gospels. He holds that 
the consensus of scholarly opinion is now favorable 
to the traditional view of the authorship of St. 
John. He believes that the reason for four Gos- 
pels is that their combined pictures may give a 
more life-like portrait of the Master, as well as a 
fuller account of his life and teaching. The chap- 
ter headings on the life of Jesus are: The Wonder- 
ful Life, His Place in Development, The Mystery 
of His Person, His Teaching About God, His 
Teaching About Human Nature, His Teaching 
About the Individual Life, The Way of Redemption, 
The Words From the Cross, The Fact of the 
Resurrection, and The Departure and Promise of 
Return. This scholarly, discriminating book is in 
touch with modern thought, and is confirmatory 
of the great essentials of the Church’s historic 
faith regarding Jesus, the Christ. This volume 
is worthy to stand beside the best books which 
seek to interpret Jesus Christ afresh to our age. 


Looking Unto Jesus, by T. Marshall Morsey; 
Dean of the Siloam School of the Bible. 136 pp. 
Doran, New York. This is a forceful and attrac- 
tively written presentation of traditional convic- 


tions regarding the Person and Work of Jesus 
Christ. 


Was Holy Communion Instituted by Jesus? by 
Rey. Douglas S. Guy, B. D. 213 pp. Doran, New 
York. A candid and scholarly inquiry, in which 
the negative arguments are fairly and fully con- 
sidered. The author’s conclusion is, that our Lord’s 
purpose in the Last Supper was not to institute 
a Mass, but to invite his disciples to join him 
to drink of his cup, to be baptised with his bap- 
tism, to die with him and to rise again. There 
is much spiritual insight and helpfulness in this 
examination of the N. T. records, regarding Holy 
Communion. 
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The Holy Spirit and the Church, by Charles 
Gore, D. D. 366 pp. Scribner’s, New York. This 
is a book of outstanding interest and importance, 
it deserves to be read by all thoughtful Christians: 
Dr. Gore’s erudition and constructive spirit, his 
desire to express “what is substantially the old 
Creed in terms of the new knowledge,” his com- 
mendation of the spirit of free inquiry, and the 
solidity of his arguments, will impress all his 
readers. In the two previous volumes of this 
series, he has shown the rationality of the tradi- 
tional belief in God and in Jesus Christ: in the 
present volume, he inquires into the nature of the 
Church which is Christ’s body, continuing his 
work, and inspired by his spirit. He discusses 
The Religion of the Spirit in the N. T., Did Jesus 
Christ Found the Church? Christianity and the 
Mystery Religions, The Holy Spirit in the Church, 
The Authority of the Church, The Authority of 
Holy Scripture, etc. He concludes that the three 
main links which bind the Church together are: 
“the Apostolic ministry to which all must adhere, 
the Sacraments of the society in which all must 
participate, and the faith or ‘Word of God’ which 
all must hold in common.” This is the true Catho- 
lic conception of the church found in the N. T. 
You may find much to dissent from, much to 
agree with, in this book; but you will rise from 
its reading with a quickened mind and a spiritually 
refreshed heart. 


The Flame of God, by Nellie B. Miller. 155 pp. 
Dutton, New York. A practical study of the 
question, Does the Holy Spirit still inspire human 
life, and, if so, on what conditions is it bestowed, 
and how does it manifest itself? A thoughtful 
reading of this little book, will lead one to seek for 
himself and for society the purifying and energiz- 
ing presence of the Holy Spirit,—“The Flame of 
God.” 


Foundations of Faith, by Rev. W. E. Orchard, 
D. D. 222 pp. Doran, New York. Whatever one’s 
opinions may be about “Free Catholicism,” which 
Dr. Orchard advocates, there can be no question 
about the acuteness and strength of his thought, 
the soundly evangelical character of his preaching, 
and the power and fascination of his writings. 
The twelve essays in this volume deal with prob- 
lems of the existence and nature of God, creation, 
evolution, freedom and responsibility, evil, prayer, 
miracles, the instinct for religion, and comparative 
religion. He maintains that “intellectual conclu- 
sions may prepare the way for the conviction which 
is called faith: an absolute, unshakable assurance, 
in which the whole of one’s nature joins and is 
thereby united, that God is.” 


Bible Story Book, by Frances Weld Danielson. 
187 pp. Illus. The Pilgrim Press, Boston. Bible 
stories from both the Old and New Testaments, 
told in simple language, reproducing much of the 
matchless literary flavor of the Bible for children 
between the ages of six and eight. No one is 
better fitted to do this than the author, Miss 
Danielson, who is one of the great leaders in this 
field. Mothers and teachers of little children, as 
well as the children themselves, will find this book 
a delight. 

Cyclopedia of Sermon Outlines, by Rev. Aquila 
Webb, D. D. 336 pp. Doran, New York. A use- 
ful compilation of sermon outlines, from which 
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“A book of far-reaching 


— »- 


influence upon a matter 


of life and death to the world.”—Christian Century. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE RACE PROBLEM 


J. H. OLDHAM, Editor of the International Review of Missions 


The most important and authoritative book available on the exceedingly difficul i i 
. . . . . . = t 
race relationships. A revelation of what Christianity can do to improve iene Snditone Wik one Nee $2.55 


A SELECTED LIST OF OTHER NEW DORAN BOOKS 


THE CHURCH AND THE MINISTRY IN 


THE EARLY CENTURIES. CunnNINGHAM 
LECTURES. Thomas M. Lindsay, D.D., 
Principal of Glasgow College 


A vivid portrayal of the organized life of Christian society in the 
first three centuries. Second edition. Net, $4.00 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE APOS- 


TOLIC WRITI Alex. M. F. Macinnes, M.A. 
PUInGS Ph.D. Foreword by John 


Douglas Adam, D.D. 


Dr. Macinnes’ scholarship and knowledge of movementsin Church 
and State are apparent in this vivid and original presentation of 
the Kingdom of God ideal. Net, $1.60 


THE CHRISTIAN’S GOD. His EXISTENCE 
NATURE, CHARACTER, WORKS AND GIFTS. 
W. Burton, D.D. 


Earnest minds perplexed by confusing cries will find here new 
vantage ground in the essential verities of faith. Net, $1.60 


THE THINKERS OF THE CHURCH 
Archibald B. D. Alexander, D.D. 


The life and teachings of some of the great personalities who have 
enriched human thought, and shaped the spiritual outlook of the 
Church. Net, $1.60 


THE VOCATION OF THE CHURCH 
J.H. Leckie, D.D. 


A thorough and refreshing study, intended to assert the divine 
ealling of the Visible Church, and to encourage its faithful serv- 
ants. Net, $1.50 


EVANGELISM IN THE MODERN WORLD 
Edited by Two University Men, 


“A revelation to those who believe that there is an inevitable 
ooaem between evangelism and culture.’’—PRoF, J. E. M’FaDYEN, 
D.D. 


Net, $1.50 


THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRISTIANITY 
AN_INQUIRY CONCERNING THE NATURE AND 
MODERN POSSIBILITIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE 
RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY OF DR. ERNST 
TROELTSCH, R. S. Sleigh, M.A., Ph.D. 


An exhaustive exposition and critical appreciation of Dr. 
Troeltsch’s thought. Net, $3.00 


WAS HOLY COMMUNION INSTITUTED 


BY JESUS? ACaANDID INQUIRY. Rev. Douglas 
Gay, B.D., Vicar of Christ Church, Harrowgate. 
Foreword by Right Rev. The Bishop of Ripon. 
The Bishop of Ripon says: ‘‘Canon Guy raises the question of the 
trustworthiness of the witness of the Church in his discussion of 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist.’’ Net, $2.50 


SPRINGS IN THE DESERT. DeEvoTIonaL 
STUDIES IN THE PSALMS. Rev. J. H. Jowett, D.D. 


Dr. Jowett's notable exposition of the Psalms as the high places 
where the soul finds and is challenged by God. Net $1.50 


MODERNISM AND ORTHODOXY. an 


ATTEMPT TO RE-ASSESS THE VALUE OF THE 
VINCENTIAN CANON IN REGARD TO MODERN 


TENDENCIES OF THOUGHT. Reginald Stewart 
; Moxon, D.D. Foreword by the Bishop of Lincoln 
This new volume by the scholarly author of “The Doctrine of Sin” 
will command the immediate attention of all thoughtful students 
of present-day beliefs. Net, $1.60 


HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERMONS 


By Some Leading Preachers. 
James Reid, Hubert L. Simpson, John A. Hutton, James Black 
and others make this a notable series of sermons on Thanksgiving 
themes. Net, $1.60 


THE ART OF ADDRESSING CHILDREN 
H. Jeffs. 


This notable authority gives an interesting first-hand study of the 
child mind, with a series of original addresses, illustrating subjects 
and methods. : Net, $1.50 


t 


LIFE ON THE UPLANDS. _ AN _INTERPRE- 
TATION OF THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM. : 
John D. Freeman 


Donald Sage Mackay says: ‘‘Mr. Freeman has done for the Twenty~ 
third Psalm what Henry Drummond did for the 13th chapter of 
I Corinthians.” Net, $1.50 


MY MESSAGE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Marion Lawrance, late Consulting 
WORKERS General Secretary, the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Council of Religious Education. 


Twenty-five addresses selected by the great Sunday School leader 
just before his unexpected death. Frontispiece of author. Net, $2.00 


THE PROGRESS OF WORLD-WIDE 
Rev. Robert H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S. 

MISSIONS. Director Missionary : Course, Moody 

Bible Institute. 

The one complete and authoritative reference and textbook for 


lleges and popular stnd oups on the history of 
i do 3 eabten ee With maps. Net, $2.59 


WILFRED GRENFELL. THE MaSsTER- 
A LIFE OF ADVENTURE ON SEA AND 


MARINER. 
ICE. Basil Mathews, M.A., author of 
“The Book of Missionary Heroes,” etc. 


A fascinating record of the adventurous life of the famous doctor 
missionary. Ideal for young people’s study groups. Ill. Net, $1.60 


At Your Religious Book Store 
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ministers can get many suggestions for worth- 
while themes and their treatment. Many of the 
outlines are from sermons by leading modern 
preachers. 

One Thousand Thoughts For Funeral Occa- 
sions. Introduction by Russell H. Conwell, D. D. 
F. M. Barton Co., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
It is an invaluable compilation of themes and il- 
lustrations for funeral sermons. 

Twenty Sermons by Famous Scotch Preachers, 
edited by Hubert L. Simpson, M. A. and D. P. 
Thomson, M. A. 237 pp. Doran, New York. 
“Sermon tasters” will enjoy the flavor and va- 
riety of these sermons. They are repesentative 
of the pulpit of the United Free Church of Scot- 
land—and when we have said that our readers 
will expect just the scholarly, expository, pungent 
and practical preaching which they will find in 
these pages. 

Heaven Opened, A Book of Comfort and Hope, 
by James M. Campbell. 193 pp. Revell, New York. 
This “grand old man” whose intellectual and 
spiritual vision has not been dimmed by the pass- 
ing of the years, here gives us a beautiful, rev- 
erent, reasonable and Scriptural account of Heaven 
as spiritual, ethical, graded, social, and prepared. 
It is a place of reunion, permanence, enlarged 
opportunity and continued progress. Where spirit- 
ism is calling men to follow its feeble and false 
lights, this book with its steady and clear light 
on the Beyond, ought especially to be called to the 
attention of the public. 


Sermons for the Times, Edited by Rev. Peter 
Walker. 208 pp. Revell, New York. These ser- 
mons are representative of the American pulpit 
of the present day, at its best. There are sermons 
by Burrell, Cadman, Fosdick, Hillis, Jefferson, 
Keyser, Bishop McConnell, W. P. Merrill, Bishop 
Quayle, W. B. Riley, Shannon, John Timothy Stone, 
and Cornelius Woelfkin,—men belonging to various 
schools of thought, but all in the front rank of 
American preachers. Of course, these names do 
not exhaust the list of our pulpit leaders; we 
have many others. Here is great preaching; it 
bears comparison with the best in other lands. 


Religion and the Mind of Today, by Joseph 
Alexander Leighton, Ph. D. 3872 pp. Appleton, 
New York. This is a book of outstanding interest 
and importance to all who seek to harmonize rea- 
son and faith in a day like this when the funda- 
mental positions of religion are challenged and 
attacked by science, by psychology, and by philos- 
ophy. Dr. Leighton is a clear and incisive thinker. 
He faces squarely the problems involved in his 
discussion, and brings to their solution a mental 
equipment which includes experience in College 
teaching of science and philosophy. As a result, 
he has given us a volume which will help, we be- 
lieve, every candid thinker, perplexed by modern 
attacks upon the validity of religion, to justify its 
acceptance as a rational explanation of the man 
and the universe and as a sure guide for the con- 
duct of life. Dr. Leighton divides his book into 
three parts: Religion and Culture Today, The Re- 
ligion of Jesus, and The Validity of Religion. Here 
is a scholar who has committed his life to the 
Lordship of Jesus; and while theologians may find 
incompleteness in his statement of what constitutes 
the religion of Jesus, all will admit that he gives 
a clear-cut account, beautifully expressed of much 
of the inner teaching of the Master, on man, on 
duty, on God. ; 


Acute and Chronic Unbelief, Its Cause, Conse- 
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quence, and Cure, by Albert Clarke Wyckoff, Prof. © 
of Psychology of Religion, Biblical Seminary, N. Y 
218 pp. Revell, New York. Prof. Wyckoff opens 
up here a new path to the study of unbelief; it 
is the path of psychology, and Dr. Wyckoff makes 
it very illuminating. He maintains that the reac- 
tions of the believer to the natural stimuli of the 
facts, truth and experiences of religion, are natu- 
ral, wholesome and normal. On the other hand, 
the reactions of the unbeliever fall short of the 
natural response to the facts, and thus sub-belief 
is born. When, as in other cases, the reactions 
of the mis-believer are exaggerated, super-beliefs 
are born. He analyses the responses of these 
three types of mind to Belief in God, Belief in 
Prayer, and Belief that Jesus is the Christ, with — 
results that throw a flood of light upon the various 
states of mind and belief produced. Among the 
super-beliefs, he treats of ocultism and healing 
cults. The cure for these abnormal beliefs is out- 
lined. This book is written in a popular way. It 
makes fascinating reading; and besides deals in 
a. practical way with the whole subject. 


The Mere Man and His Problems, by Charles 
M. Sheldon. 223 pp. Revell, New York. The 
“Mere Man” tells an intimate story of his home, 
his children, his earnings and how he manages to 
live and save on what he earns, his religion, his re- 
ligious beliefs (including his “fundamentals”), his 
views on getting old, and on death. This pur- 
ports to be the confessions of an average, middle 
class American. It is packed full of whole- 
some human interest, as well as sound practical 
counsel. 


Yesterdays, by Lucy Seaman Bainbridge. 127 
pp. Revell, New York. At eighty years of age, 
Mrs. Bainbridge sets down primarily for the bene- 
fit of her grandchildren, her reminiscences of in- 
teresting persons and events met with in the course 
of her long life. Her simple, unpretentious narra- 
tive pictures early days in Cleveland, a trip to 
China (where she saw Gen. Grant on the occasion 
of his world tour), Japan, India, and Egypt; anec- 
dotes of Lincoln, and of noted women of her day; 
and an acount of her work as Superintendent of 
the Woman’s Branch, N. Y. City Mission. 

The Attractions of the Ministry, by James H. 
Snowden. 119 pp. Westminster Press, Phila. 
A winning presentation of both the general and 
the special attractions of the ministry, together 
with a discussion of what constitutes a call to the 
ministry, special preparation needed for the work, 
and the need for ministers of special ability to- 
day. 

A China Shepherdess, by Margaret T. Apple- 
garth. 323 pp. The Judson Press, Philadelphia. 
If you wish to interest children in mission work 
in China, or if you wish simply to tell them charm- 
ing stories about China, this book, with its twenty- 
two stories on that land, its twenty-two pen-and- 
ink drawings, showing how to make Chinese houses, 
sedan chairs, dragons, etc., and its collection of 
quaint and striking proverbs, is the very book 
you ought to get. 


International Christian Movements, by Charles 
S. Macfarland, D. D. 223 pp. Revell, New York. 
The author is General Secretary of the Federal 
Council of the churches of Christ in America. He 
here gives an inspiring record of the main Inter- 
national and MInterdominational bodies ‘which, 
though not formally united, are yet working in 
the unity of the Spirit to promote the world-wide 
Kingdom of God. The record includes foreign 


Harry Emerson Fosdick’s New Book 
“The Modern Use of the Bible” 


His classes of live young postgraduate college men say that it has made the Bible over 


for them into “a pamphlet 


THE LITTLE CHILDREN’S BIBLE 

For children up to the age of seven. 128 pages. 
Four colored illustrations. 

A “short’’ Bible young children can regard as 


their ‘‘very own.’’ Price 90c 
THE OLDER CHILDREN’S BIBLE 
For children eight to eleven. 288 pages. Eight 


colored illustrations. 

copy en the bureau of the bed-room of 
“Buster’’ or “Sis’’ may be the means of their 
forming the habit of reading a snatch of it as 
their adieu to the day. Price $1.50 


Snowden, James H. 
THE LIFE OF JESUS 

300 pages. 25 cents. 

Nine Months’ Course (thirty-nine lessons) printed 
from plates of Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons 
for 1924 and 1925 volumes. 300 pages. Paper 
cover. Twenty-five (25) cents. 

For introductery purposes only. Order a sample 
copy to show senior class and adult group leaders. 
Moulton, Richard G. 

THE MODERN READER’S BIBLE. Illustrated 

An extra fine piece of book-making—generous 
margins, top, side and bottom. Copiously illus- 


trated in color done by the one artist from sketches . 


made on the spot in the Holy Land. 

1733 Pages, plus fifty full page illustrations in 
three colors. Price $5.00 
Piepenbring, C. 

THE HISTORICAL JESUS 

The last ounce of significance that historical 
scholars have been able to extract from the New 
Testament documents presented in a brief con- 
tinuously interesting narrative. Probable price $2.25. 


Jones, Rufus M. 
FUNDAMENTAL ENDS OF LIFE 

An answer to the questions: What do men live 
for? What do we want most? What is life’s real 
driving force? 


Probable price $1.50 


CLEAN FICTION 


Sylvestre, Noel 
THE SACRAMENT OF SILENCE 
The appealing story of a priest who goes to 
prison because he feels that priestly honor im- 
poses upon him “the sacrament of silence.’’ 
Probable price $1.50 


Hayes, Lilian 
THE THIRTIETH PIECE OF SILVER ; 
A gripping story in six parts of the roaming 
of the world by this ‘‘Thirtieth Piece of Silver 
infected with the greed for wealth and power 
that led Judas to his treachery. 
Probable price $2.00 


Quillen, Robert 

THE PATH WHARTON FOUND 
An unretouched photograph of a small South- 

ern town whose chief interest is religion. A 

clean novel safe to recommend. 

Probable price $1.75 


Martin, 


Hugh 
THE KINGDOM WITHOUT FRONTIERS 
The Witness of the Bible to the Missionary Pur- 


pose of God. Thesis: The Bible’s main line of 
argument is the unfolding and gradual execution of 
a missionary purpose. Probable price $1.00 


Keyser, Leander S. 
MAN’S FIRST DISOBEDIENCE ; 

A conservative’s answer in the affirmative to the 
question: Is the Garden of Eden teaching on the 
origin of sin and suffering adequate and reason- 
able? Probable price $1.00 


From your 
Book Shop, 


toa The Macmillan Company 


for the times.” Price $1.60. 


Wetzel, D. J. 
ONE THOUSAND BIBLE READINGS 

Index to one thousand passages, averaging about 
twelve verses each adapted to public reading. Ar- 
ranged under topics. Probable price $1.00 


Wegener, A. B. 
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY RECREATION 
Here is a worth-while work for the men of the 
Church and community who are short on talk (re- 
ligious) and long on action (business). 
Probable price $2.25 
Maud, John P. 


LIFE IN FELLOWSHIP 
A direct challenge to senior university students 
to prepare to help break down the barriers of race 
and creed that threaten to wreck our civilization. 
Probable price $1.00 
Bonser, Edna M. 


HOW THE EARLY HEBREWS LIVED AND 
LEARNED 
Thirty-five illustrations. Four maps. Something 
new that makes a real story book out of a text- 
book in Old Testament history which younger 
children will voluntarily read with interest. 


Price $2.00 
Cabot, Philip 
EXCEPT YE BE BORN AGAIN 
Cabot is a Harvard man who made good in big 
business. He says the thirty best years of his life 
were largely wasted because the acid test of effec- 
tive faith, conversion, did not come to him until 
after fifty. A book for business men Sunday morn- 
ing golf players. Probable price $1.50 


Roberts, Richard 
THE GOSPEL AT CORINTH 

Richard Roberts richly rewards the confidence of 
his readers in him as a writer. Probable price $1.75 


Cheley, Frank H. 
CLIMBING MANWARD 

Written te prove that the idea that the boy who 
did not draw an attractive personality as a gift 
from Mother Nature is out of luck is all wrong. 
He can grow one as surely as he can “get up his 
muscle.’’ Probable price $1.75 


Dawson, Marshall i 

PRAYER THAT PREVAILS x 
An introductory course of training for the prize 

of a forceful personality. Prayer alone possesses 

the secret key. Probable price $1.75 


MacCallum, John A. 
NOW I KNOW 

A primer of faith. Vindicates the Christian 
gospel in the open market of ideas. 


Probable price $1.50 
Sheppard, H. R. L. 
TWO DAYS BEFORE 
Simple thoughts about Our Lord on the Cross. 
“The Cross was never meant to be so mystified and 
intellectualized as to be unintelligible to simple 
folks.’’ Probable price $.75 


Case, Adelaide T., Ph.D. (Teachers College) 
LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY AND RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION . 
“This book is for those who appreciate pains- 
taking educational diagnosis.’’—George A. Coe. 


Probable price, $1.75 
Hill, Caroline Miles, Editor 
THE WORLD’S GREATEST RELIGIOUS POETRY 
Over 800 pages. c ; : 
“What more elevating and broadening exercise 
could a teacher or speaker on spiritual themes de- 
sire than the habitual study of such a book? It 
will be of the greatest spiritual service to people 
of all religions and of no religion. It meets a well 
nigh universal need.’’—Christian Advocate (New 


York). =a, ¥ 
New and popular priced edition. Price $2.50 


64-66 Fifth Avenue 
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New York City, N. Y. se 


missionary organizations, World S. S. Ass’n., World 
C. E., World’s Student Christian Federation, Na- 
tional organizations for developing international 
friendship and service and Christian organizations 
for international peace, etc. 

A Beginner’s Star-Book, by Kelvin McKready. 
150 pp., with Charts of the Moon, Tables of the 
Planets, and Star Maps. Putnam’s, New York. 
This is an easy and attractive book for beginners 
in the study of astronomy. Its many star maps 
and illustrations help one to identify the less known 
heavenly bodies and to get definite ideas about 
them all, especially the sun, the planets, and the 
‘moon. The author gives clear and detailed in- 
‘formation about the astronomical uses of the 
opera glass, the field glass, and the telescope. This 
is a splendid book to start with, if you wish to 
study the stars. Vv 

Prisons and Common Sense, by Thomas Mott 
Osborne. 105 pp. Lippincott, Philadelphia. Probably 
no man in this country is better qualitied than Mr. 
Osborne to write on methods of dealing with 
prisoners, so as to deter them from committing 
further crimes and to restore them to useful 
citizenship. He thinks that the main purpose of 
punishment is not retaliation, nor reform, but to 
deter offenders from committing further crime. 
Reform will most likely be produced by giving the 
prisoner a “square deal” and not by sentimentality. 
Much can be accomplished in the way of reform, 
he tells us, through the Mutual Welfare League, 
which is a prisoners’ league, and whose object is 
“to promote the true interests, and welfare of 
the men confined in prison.” Mr. Osborne de- 
scribes workings of the League in detail. 


Immigration, Select Documents and Case 
Records, by Edith Abbott. 809 pp. The University 
of Chicago Press, Chicago. The author is Dean of 
the Graduate School of Social Service Administra- 
tion at the University of Chicago, and is also a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Immi- 
grants’ Protective League of Chicago. She com- 
bines therefore in this notable book both the 
method of the scientific investigator and the expe- 
rience of the practical worker for the help and 
protection of immigrants. Her summary of both 
state and national immigration laws, her fair- 
minded presentation of controversial points in 
immigration policies, her account of domestic im- 
migration problems, and her numerous social case 
records of protective work for immigrants, make 
this is a uniquely valuable book on immigration, 
both for study and reference. 


A Woman’s Quest, The Life of Marie E. 
Zakrzewska, M. D. Edited by Agnes C. Victor, 
M. D. 514 pp. Appleton, New York. Here is an 
inspiring story of “A: Woman’s Quest” for medical 
knowledge and training, and for free self-expres- 
sion aS a woman. The story is largely autobio- 
graphical, and is a “human document” of great 
interest. Coming to America at the age of twenty- 
four, this daughter of Polish-German parents, 
trained as a midwife in the old land, had a vision 
of establishing a hospital for women. Against the 
bitter prejudices and opposition of the male medical 
students of her day, she struggled on, and in the 
fifties was graduated from a medical school in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Her subsequent career is one of 
success in her profession, in spite of great oppo- 
sition at first, and at length the fulfillment of her 
dream in the New England Hospital for Women 
and Children, Boston, whose original building was 
named for her. 


:and in religion. 
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The Lockerbie Book, Containing Poems Not — 


in Dialect, 646 pp. 


The Hoosier Book, Containing Poems in Dia- 


lect, 598 pp. Both by James Whitcomb Riley. The 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis. Riley is one of 
the best loved of our American poets. He is the 


sweet singer of the beauty and glory and signi- 
ficance of common things,—nature in her ordinary 
moods, ordinary people, with their simple joys and 
sorrows and faith in eternal goodness. And yet 
how uncommon is the commonplace, and how few 
have Riley’s gift for seeing this! There is no 
need to praise Riley to our readers. We simply 
call attention here to the attractive binding and 
beautiful typography of this edition of his works. 

The Mind in Action, by George H. Green, B. 
Sc. 223 pp. Putnam’s, New York. This book is 
based upon the dynamic conception of mind. It 
is written in non-technical language, and holds 
the reader’s interest from start to finish. It is an 
interpretation of the mind’s functioning, and un- 
folds some of the processes which are at the center 
of present-day psychological controversy such as, 
human instincts, auto-suggestion, day-dreaming, 
dreams, memory, repression, fears, projection, and 
personality. 


The Nature of Love, by Emmanuel Berl. 278 
pp. Macmillan, New York. A philosophical and 
psychological discussion of the nature of love be- 
tween man and woman, in friendship, in patriotism, 


author’s own reading, because these involve expe- 
riences which may be examined and to some ex- 
tent verified. The author is a Frenchman; he 
writes with the clearness and definiteness which 
are characteristic of Freneh scholarship. 


The Health Book, by Royal S. Copeland, M. D., 
formerly Health Commissioner, N. Y. City. 421 
pp. Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. 
The author is an experienced and distinguished 
doctor, whose health articles in newspapers have 
been read by perhaps millions. He here gives 
sound advice on what to do to get well and to 
keep well. The articles are alphabetically ar- 
ranged, for quick reference. The book is intended 
as a first aid until the doctor comes—and if you 
follow Dr. Copeland’s advice, you may be able to 
maintain your health, and not need a doctor at all! 


The Amateur Poster-Maker, by Jeanette E. 
Perkins, Photographs by Wills T. White. 63 pp. 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston. How often posters 
are needed in church, Sunday School and com- 
munity work, and how few are competent to make 
them! Here is the book for the amateur, in this 
line. Follow its directions, and if you are just 
a person of average ability you will learn to make 
effective posters. 


Three novels, which can be worked up into tell- 
ing book-sermons. 

None So Blind, by Albert Parker Fitch. 3866 pp. 
Macmillan, New York. This is Dr. Fitch’s first 
novel; it is not “preachy,” but it is as vital as his 
preaching,—and this will whet your appetite for 
the story if you have ever heard the author preach. 
It is the story of Dick Blaisdel, and of how he 
“found himself” in his senior year at Harvard 
after making a failure of the first three. The 
story has tense situations, keen and sympathetic 
insight into the mind of the younger generation, 
character-drawing that, with swift bold strokes, 
reveals personality; and of course a charming love 
story. The Harvard atmosphere, its traditions 
and ideals, are realistically presented. 


Illustrations are taken from the © 


Books of Lasting Worth 


“Books with Purpose,” designed to meet real 
needs, and dealing with problems of enduring 
Significance, are tools of LASTING usefulness. 


BELOW IS A LIST OF OUTSTANDING CHRISTIAN 
THINKERS WELL-KNOWN TO YOU. HAVE YOU 
READ ALL THEIR INSPIRING MESSAGES? 


Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Twelve Tests of Character, $1.50; Meaning of Prayer, 
$1.15; Meaning of Faith, $1.35; Meaning of Service, $1.25; 
Assurance of Immortality, $1.00; Second Mile, 70c. 


T. R. Glover 


ae in the Experience of Men, $1.90; Jesus of History, 
1.50. 


A. Herbert Gray 


Christian Adventure, 75c; Men, Women and God, 60c. 


Edward I. Bosworth 
Christ in Everyday Life, $1.15; New Studies in Acts, 
$1.15; Teaching of Jesus and His Apostles, $1.25; Studies 
in the Life of Jesus Christ, $1.25; Thirty Studies About 


Jesus, 90c. 


S. M. Shoemaker 
Realizing Religion, cloth, 90c; aa ae 60c. A Young 
Man’s View of the Ministry, cloth, $1.00; paper, 75c. 
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Flames of Faith, by Samuel Harden Church. 
358 pp. Boni & Liveright, New York. Perhaps the 
chief attraction and significance of this story lie 
in its dramatic working out in the life of its hero, 
John Partridge, of the present day conflict between 
fundamentalism and modernism. John Partridge, 
missionary to Africa comes back to give the sixty 
million unchurched Americans a Gospel to their 
liking—a Gospel stripped of miracle, an infallible 
Bible, and a Divine Christ. The story is of intense 
interest, the conflict in the soul of John Partridge 
is vividly portrayed, his defence at the heresy trial 
brilliantly done, but we feel that his “Gospel” is 
no new thing, and is in fact, in actual life, the 
least effective of all the religious messages to the 
unchurched. These by the way fall very far short 
of “sixty millions.” 

The Failure, by Giovanni Papini. 326 pp. Har- 
court, Brace & Co., New York. This autobiograph- 
ical novel teils the story of Papini’s life from child- 
hood, up through his years of study, of investiga- 
tion into materialistic philosophies, his disillusion- 
ment and despair when he found their futility, his 
sense of failure and his despair. Ue lays bare 
his soul, with the frankness of the Latin peoples, 
omitting none of its sordid experiences. Even in 
his despair, he believed that sometime some great 
power would lay hold of his life and lead him on 
to success. It did; and out of that spiritual re- 
generation he wrote his “Life of Christ.” ~* 
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Meeting Department 


Prayer 


. DYING FROM NATURAL CAUSES 


Tt has been said, “The prayer-meeting is dying 
irom natural causes.” To which some one well 
replies: “Of course. Grant for a moment it is 
lying, the pity is that it is from ‘natural causes.’ 
Phis should be a summons to the profoundly religious 
30 cover themselves with sack-cloth and ashes. 
Many good things die from natural causes. Most 


shings die a natural death. What is more natural , 


han worldliness and sin? Churches die from 
1atural causes. Family altars fall into ruins and 
‘amily worship ceases from natural causes. Is 
t good that these things die, because, forsooth 
hey die from natural causes? An orphanage 
atches fire from natural causes; fifty children 
urn to death from natural causes. Have orphan- 
iges therefore outlived their usefulness? Are 
szhildren, therefore, not to be loved and cared for? 
s it the duty therefore, of benevolent orphanage 
nanagers to appoint a committee to look for a 
substitute’ for children? As a matter of fact the 
yrayer-meeting is no more dying than our heavenly 
‘eligion is dying. It is only dying here and there, 
where there is not enough vital religion in the 
learts of the people and in the churches to keep 
t alive. In particular instances the love of the 
vorld kilis the prayer meeting. ‘The world, the 
lesh and the devil’ are its sworn enemies.” 


. ADVANTAGES OF THE WEEKLY PRAYER 
MEETING 


Instead of losing importance in the mind of 
shristians, thoughtful men and women are putting 
ncreased emphasis upon the weekly meetings for 
rayer and conference. Why? What are the ad- 
antages to be gained that give the prayer meeting 
o much importance? 

I. What are the advantages to us as individuals? 
‘or one thing, we have all learned that our 
piritual life is like a watch—very liable to run 
own. We feel the need of this new start in the 
riddle of the week. It is like an oasis of rest 
nd refreshment on the dusty highway. 

There is great value, too, in having acquaintance 
ith one another’s spiritual life, such as is gained 
rom the prayers and exchange of experiences at 
uch a meeting of free and devotional character. 
f we never met except in the formal worship of 
he great congregation, how much we would lack 
1 the way of knowledge of spiritual living, sym- 
athy in each other’s struggles, and of cheer for 
oing on. Mutual song and prayers and testi- 
ony remove dejection, lighten burdens, give new 
rength, fortify against temptation, rekindle faith 
nd love and bring God down afresh into our lives. 
here is great advantage also in the knowledge 
¢ the Bible truth gained and in the answers God 
ands to our prayers. 

‘Aside from the religious value, probably few 
timate as highly as they ought the educational 
nd social value of such gatherings. It can have 
» little educational value for people to meet week 
‘ter week and exchange high thoughts on themes 
- utmost interest. There is no little musical edu- 
tion gained as we sing together and learn to 
ng better. There are social advantages | from 
eeting in the more informal family gathering of 
church; delightful acquaintanceships are 
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formed and friends are knit heart to heart. The 
spiritual advantages, of course, should always have 
uppermost place in our consideration, but these 
other are real and valued results that accrue from 
the weekly gatherings for prayer. 


II. What are the advantages to a church? One 
thing such a meeting does of value is to set a 
higher ideal before those who do not attend. As 
long as such a meeting is regularly held and any 
are willingly not among those who gather, they 
have a reminder of a possible growth in grace not 
yet attained that would enable them also to enjoy 
such meetings. : , 

It also gives the church a chance to estimate its 
real spiritual condition. The prayer meeting is 
the pulse of the church. It is the spiritual ther- 
mometer of the church. It is possible, from the 
prayer meeting, for those having the church’s 
interest at heart to know the spiritual temperature 
and act accordingly. 

Another advantage of the prayer meeting to the 
church is that it trains workers. It has well been. 
called “Church Training Night.” We learn to work 
by working. We learn to speak by speaking. We 
learn to pray by praying. The prayer meeting 
is a training school for Christian effort. Its atten- 
dants are the Gideon’s band of every church. 

It also gives impulse. Christians not only learn 
how to work, but are impelled toward Christian 
effort. The prayer meeting is the power-house of 
the church, the place where Christians get charged 
with the dynamic force of the Gospel and then go 
out to bring things to pass in the kingdom. 

It brings God’s blessing down upon the church. 
It is the place where many revivals have started. 
In answer to the united prayers of God’s people 
he has sent copious showers of saving and reviv- 
ing grace. It needs the ascending vapor of evapor- 
ation for showers. So is prayer God’s ordained 
means to spiritual blessing. 


% % * 


Il. YOUR THOUGHTS OF CHRIST 


“But who say ye that I am?” Luke 9:18-27. 

Christ had never put this question before. But 
a great crisis had arrived. Hitherto they had been 
left to observe for themselves. Through the veil 
of humanity they saw the glory of his divinity 
dimly shine. But the hour had come for fuiler 
knowledge and a distinct Christian confession. 

I. The passage first suggests thoughts of Christ’s 
exalted character. People were talking about 
him. Some said that he was John the Baptist, 
some that he was Elijah, some that he was one 
of the prophets. This discussion was a sign that 
he was becoming known, and his work was being 
noticed. But it is not enough to have such opinion 
of Christ. Peter answering said: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” This was a 
distinct confession of Christ’s divinity, and the 
first time it was made. No one of us can over- 
estimate the importance of right thoughts about 
Christ. We are saved by our thoughts of him. 
Imagine yourself one of the number of passengers 
on an ocean steamer. The cry is sounded that 
the vessel is sinking. But the anouncement Is 
also made that a staunch and commodicus boat is 
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‘what you think of that boat. 


Tf you think there is 


no danger where you are you will not look at 


after me, let him deny himself.” 


the boat as really needed by you. If you recognize 
your danger but think that the proffered boat is 
no more trustworthy than the sinking steamer 
you will not look to the boat as worthy of your 
confidence. Refusing to accept the boat as essen- 
tial and sufficient, you will be lost with the sinking 
vessel because of your opinions about the boat. 
Do not let any one tell you that your opinions in 
regard to Christ are unimportant. 

Christ was indeed the Son of God. He was 
divine. All divine names and titles are applied 
to him in the Scriptures. All divine attributes 
are applied to him—omniscience, omnipotence, om- 
nipresence, etc. He is set forth as the object of wor- 
ship for all created beings. He calls men to him, 
promises them forgiveness, says he will give peace 
and rest, and will save their souls. Only a divine 
being can do these things, or rightly promise these 
things. He therefore, claims to be divine. 

The most important thing, after all, is your ans- 
wer to this question: “Who say ye that I am?” 
It is not what the world thinks. It is not: Is hea 
Saviour? But the real, vital question is: Is he 
your Saviour? : 

II. This Scripture makes known also the na- 
ture of the claims Christ makes upon his followers. 

He requires self-denial. “If any man will come 
All success costs. 
Self-denial is necessary if you wish to become a 
great scholar, a great painter, or if you would 
succeed in business. Following Christ also costs. 
We must deny ourselves. But bear in mind, we 
deny ourselves only the lower things in order to 
attain the higher. 

He requires also daily cross-bearing. The cross 
is the symbol of duty at the cost of pain. It is 
not alone the emblem of suffering, but of suffering 
for Chist‘s sake. 


He requires us te follow him. “Let him follow 


me.” We must follow wherever he leads. 

III. But this Scripture gives suggestion also of 
the blessings which Christ bestows upon his 
followers. 

Instruction. He taught his disciples. He 
teaches us. 

Eternal life. A present and an everlasting pos- 
session. 

Honor. It is a small thing to own Christ before 


men and in our time costs little. But it will be 
a great thing to be owned by Christ in the pre- 


sence of his glory in the midst of saints and 


“knows that giving is a part of his religion. 


angels. No follower of Christ will ever be dis- 
appointed with the reward he will receive.—H. 


* * *% 


Ii. MONEY AND THE KINGDOM 


“Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
min. 1° Cor) 16:2. . 

Every man who reads his Bible and peed x 

n 
just as soon as he tries to be conscientious and 
systematic about it the question will arise, How 


“much, or what proportion shall I give? It is easy 


to be benevolent; for benevolence is nothing more 
than wishing the world well. B névolence comes 
cheap. But beneficence is a different thing. , Bene- 


ficence is carrying out our wishes into practical 


—-.* 


Jesus in action. 


This is a more costly affair, | It means 
It is applied Christianity of the most 
It is the spirit of the Lord 

It is giving of our substance to 


effect. 
money. 
pronounced type. 


5192298 Provaees:27. 


the Lord’s work, in the Lord’s name, for the Lord’s 
glory, and in the Lord’s way. And systematic 
beneficence is going about it in an orderly and 
business-like manner. It is rooted in the divine 
idea of stewardship. It has to do with the definite 
question: “How much owest thou unto my Lord?” 

I. Wky should I give? 

Because it is a duty. It is a debt both of grati- 
tude to God, the Giver of all, and of obedience to 
his will. Deut. 6:17, Luke 6:30, 1 Cor. 16:2. 

Because it is a privilege. By giving we become 
laborers together with God, multiply ourselves 
and our influence, do good where we cannot go. 
Matt. 25:40. 

Because it is a source of blessing to others. By 
so doing we brighten lives, cheer homes, hasten 
civilization, save souls, bring all the blessings of 
this life to them and the hope of the life to come. 

Because it is a source of blessing to self. It 
promotes growth in grace, character-development 
and personal happiness. “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. Character 
cannot be symmetrical unless we “abound. in this 
grace also,” and we will be lacking in one of 
life’s highest joys. 

Because giving is rewarded. God has promised 
that he that giveth shall not lack, but that all 
who honor him with their substance he will honor 
by promoting their welfare. Prov. 3:9-10; Matt. 


Because giving honors God. In giving I show 
honor to him and devotion to his cause. It also 
results in making known his name and promoting 
his honor in the world. Prov. 3:9. 

II. How I should give. 

Cheerfully. My giving should be 
prompted, willing-hearted act. 2 Cor. 9:7. 

Systematically. I should have a plan of giving, 
should provide that it be regularly, promptly, 
conscientiously done. “Upon the first day of the 
week,”—that means with system, regularity; for 
the first day of the week comes every week. 

Proportionately. My giving should be both 
periodic and proportionate. I must take into con- 
sideration my income. If I have freely received, 
I must freely give. “To whom much is given, of 
him much shall be required.” “As God hath pros- 
pered” means that there must be a distinct ratio 
between my income and my beneficence. 

Liberally. I must not be bound too closely by 
rule, but am to be a liberal giver, going far be- 
yond the narrow rule of must. The motive is 
“Freely ye have received,” the measure is “freely 
give.” “Freely” also means both liberally and 
from a generous heart that gives without hope 
or desire for reward. Luke 8:38, 2 Cor. 9:6. 

Lovingly. I should give with the love of Christ 
constraining me and with hearty interest and 
devout prayers accompanying the gift. 


a love- 


Humbly. “He that giveth, let him do it with 
simplicity.” Let us not be puffed up if we are 
able to give. All we have has first been given by 
God.—H. 


* * * 
IV. THE PILGRIM’S LAMP 


“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
to my path.” Psa. 119:105. 

There is in this verse an allusion to the cus- 
tom \of ‘travelling by night in hot countries and 
through dreary deserts on which occasions persons 
are employed to carrying blazing torches to direct 
the way and guard the travellers against danger- 
ous places and) wild beasts. It is a very striking 
picture the words bring before us; one which 
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beautifully .suggests the utility of the Scriptures 
as a light to guide us through this wilderness-way 
every step of the distance up to the gates of the 
Celestial City. 


I. Note, first, the importance of having this 
Bible lamp. 


Consider what man is without it—a creature of 
God ignorant of his Creator; a pilgrim to another 
world ignorant of that world and the way thither; 
a wanderer in an unknown path exposed to danger 
and death. There are many paths to destruction, 
but only one to heaven. How much one needs 
the Bible lamp! 


Or consider what the Bible is to man. It is a 
bright and shining light. It reveals God as a God 
of love and mercy and abounding grace, as One 
who pardons sin and saves sinners. It reveals to 
man the eternal future, casting its rays clear over 
into the region beyond the grave. It reveals to 
mai his own sinfulness and moral depravity, but 
at the same time reveals the way of salvation 
through faith in Christ. It reveals the way of 
access to God, of acceptance with him, the dangers 
to which we are exposed, and directs us among the 
intricacies of the path that leads to bliss. It gives 
joy in sorrow, support in trial, strength in weak- 
ness and life in death. It is both a light-giving 
and a life-saving book. 

IJ. The way we should treat the Bible since 
we have it. 

We should read it. Not merely for amusement 
or speculation, but for personal profit—to be en- 
lightened by it. We should read the whole of it. 
There are thousands of professed disciples of Christ 
who read the Bible and yet have little idea of 


the whole of its contents. They may know a 
choice chapter here and there; but in no sense 
do they know the Book. We should read it fre- 
quently, carefully, prayerfully and with self-appli- 
cation. 

We should study it. “Search the Scriptures.” 
John 5:39. “These were more noble . . . in that 
they received the Word with all readiness of mind 
and searched the Scriptures daily.” Acts 17:11. 
We should study the Book, putting all the powers 
of the mind into it, and seeking the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost. 

We should meditate upon it. We should be able 
to say with David: “Oh how I love thy law: it 
is my meditation all the day.” We may read it, 
but do we study it? Meditate upon it. Get into 
the middle of its meaning? 

We should practice it. It is intended to be a | 
rule of faith and practice also. Much of it is | 
made up of precept. We should carry the pre- 
cepts into practice, making the Bible a Book to 
guide us in the conduct of our every day life. 

We should also hold it forth to others. “Hold- 
ing forth the word of life” should be the conscious | 
mission of every believer. If the Bible has proven 
a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our pathway 
we should hold it high in the way for others, that 
they too may be lightened and guided safely to- 
ward the heavenly home. 


“Oh? 99 SHORT TALKS 
Objectalks TO CHILDREN 
15 “Objectalks’’ $1.00. (Money Order) 
THE SONGALOGUE COMPANY 


ept. “C’’ Bridgeport, Conn. 
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NEWS 


The Churchman, after saying that the Summer 
School of Religion at the University of Wisconsin 
was conducted under the joint auspices of the Uni- 
versity Commission of the Episcopal Church and 
phe Wesley Foundation of the Methodist Church, 
adds: 

“Such a faculty as this, teaching in such a 
school as this, will not only increase the quantity 
and quality of personal religion in their students; 
they also serve as a notable example of actual, 
practical Christian unity—or corporate religion.” 

Si ae 

An investigation by the Department of Labor 
shows that more churches were built in 1922 than 
places of amusement in communities of 25,000 or 
more. 

The people of the United States comprise more 
races than any other country in the world. Every 
Sabbath Presbyterian home missionaries preach 
the gospel in 48 languages. 

Secretary Davis is authority for the statement 
that 47 per cent of the convicts in the Western 
Pennsylvania Penitentiary are foreigners. It is 
a matter worth thinking about.—United Presby- 


terian. 
*. Pee 


Tourists Spend $300,000,000 
Expenditures by American tourists in Europe 
this year are expected to be the largest ever 
known, for 300,000 persons are said to have ar- 
ranged for European trips this summer, and it 
is estimated they will spend not less than $300,000,- 
000. 


* * * 


Bishop to Use Airplane 

Missionary enterprise is shown in the announce- 
ment that Bishop Harry Roberts Carson, of the 
Protestant Episcopal diocese of Haiti, is to fly from 
parish to parish fulfilling his duties, naval au- 
thorities having issued orders which permit the 
Bishop to make use of naval airplanes in visiting 
parts of the island otherwise inaccessible-—Chris- 


tian Herald. 
* * * 


Dr. W. C. Poole, pastor of Christ Church, West- 
minster Bridge road, London, and successor to 
Dr. F. B. Meyer, was elected at Glasgow president 
of the World’s Sunday School Association. The 
Christian Century says: “Dr. Poole was born in 
Australia forty-four years ago. He came to Cali- 
fornia in 1904, was naturalized as an American 
citizen, was graduated from Boston University, and 
became a Methodist preacher. He first went to 
Europe as a war worker for the Young Men’s 
Christian Association.” 

* ex * 
$134,300,000 for City’s Schools 

The Board of Education of New York City has 
approved a budget calling for the expenditure of 
$134,318,835 for the city’s public schools next year. 

x ok * 


According to the Census Bureau’s estimate, “the 
United States now has seventy-nine municipalities 
with more than 100,000 residents. The cities hav- 
ing more than 500,000 inhabitants are: New York, 
6,015,504; Chicago, 2,939,605; Philadelphia, 1,951,- 
076; Detroit, not estimated; Cleveland, 912,502; 
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St. Louis, 812,698; Baltimore, 748,983; Boston, 
776,783; Los Angeles, not estimated; Pittsburgh, 
625,915; San Francisco, 548,284; Buffalo, 545,372.” 
—Iliterary Digest. : 

f * * * 

More than 3,000 delegates representing fifty- 
two nationalities and forty nations attended the 
World’s Sunday School Convention at Glasgow, 
June 18-26. Scotland as the home of Presby- 
terianism would naturally be friendly to a Sunday 
School convention. The Scotch made the delegates 
welcome with a heartiness and a kindliness it 
would be hard to equal. A Scottish noblewoman 
asked for the privilege of entertaining the negro 
delegates in her home. The official greeting was 
no less warm. The lord provost and corporation 
of Glasgow gave a civic reception on the third 
evening of the convention in Glasgow’s splendid 
art galleries—The Continent. 

* oe O* 


Since their first Bible was placed in a little 
hotel in Montana 16 years ago the Gideons, the 
organization of Christian travelling men, has 
placed 570,000 copies of the Scriptures in American 
hotel rooms. Of these, 40,205 were placed during 
the last year.—United Presbyterian. 

*) eo oS 

A recent survey places the total number of 
Indians in the United States at 340,000. Of these 
185,000 are full citizens and 70,000 Indian children 
are in school. Protestant adherents number 
80,000 and Roman Catholic 65,000. Twenty-six 
Protestant denominations are at work among them, 
having 597 mission stations, 428 pastors and mis- 
sionaries, and more than $1,000,000 invested in 
buildings. There are 46,000 on 40 reservations un- 
touched to any large extent by any Church, while 
20,000 Indian children of school age are not attend- 
ing school, and from 9,000 to 10,000 are unprovided 
with school facilities—Presbyterian Banner. 

x * 

With an increase of $87,000,000 in its assets 
during the last three months the resources of the 
National City Bank of New York have crossed the 
billion-dollar mark. The achievement of the bank, 
which is the first of America’s banking institutions 
to enter the small group of billion-dollar enter- 
prises, was revealed in its report to the Controller 
of Currency, in response to the Controller’s regular 
condition call as of June 30 last. Total resources 
were placed at $1,027,055,890. America’s billion- 
dollar institutions now include the National City 
Bank, the latest arrival; the United States Steel 
Corporation, the first American enterprise of any 
kind to attain this size; the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey; and, in the railroad field, 
the Pennsylvania and the New York Central sys- 
tems. The mid-year condition report of the Na- 
tional City Bank shows that it does not owe one 
cent to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
the crossing of the billion-dollar figure resulting 
from an increase in the bank’s own assets. A bank 
with assets of a billion dollars brings into view 
the men who laid the foundations of such a busi- 
ness and who controi its policy and administration. 
Such a bank speaks of public confidence because ‘its 
foundations were laid in truth. Assets of a billion 


103 


BECAUSE— 


1—The Pastor is not embarrassed by assuming 
leadership in a financial effort in his church ; 
his tenure in office is longer. 


2—The Governing Board of the church is re- 
lieved of responsibility, endorsing notes and 
personal liability. 

$—Responsibility is placed upon the unit in mem- 
bership—the individual. 

4—Our Campaigns are NOT confined to members 
only—but the entire community is embraced. 
The financial aid secured from those outside the 
church always more than pays for all campaign 
expenses—leaving intact every dollar of every 
member’s subscription to be applied on the 
Church fund. 


5—By embracing the community or city scores be- 
come interested, resulting in an influx in mem- 
bership in Sunday School and Church. 

6—By developing plans in our campaigns whereby 
every man, woman and child is set to work—a 
genuine spiritual revival occurs. 

7—By this modern, business-like method of rais- 
ing money (namely—the employment of an ex- 
pert) the Church utilizing it, elicits the ad- 
miration of the leaders of business and pro- 


CHURCH FINANCIAL CAMPAIGNS 


EChurch Building Funds and Debts 


Why Employ a Campaign Director ? 


H. H. PATTERSON 


Schedule filled for 1924; Engagements now for 1925 


fessional life in the city and that Church is 
advanced in its service to the community from 
three to five years. 


8—Through our campaigns the membership, upon 
an average, subscribes 383% more than other- 
wise. 

9—The campaign method of raising money, with 
the aid of the expert, who makes many calls 
himself, upon an average yields from 15% to 
25% of the Fund from outside sources. 

10—The Church employing the Expert, is left with 
an efficient organization for years afterward, 
to be employed in evangelistic efforts and in 
the annual Every Member Canvass. 

11—A financial campaign, under expert supervision, 
stimulates annual budget contributions ma- 
terially. 

12—-The Expert takes the morning preaching ser- 
vices during the three Sundays on the field; he 
is constantly on the field for, usually, three 
weeks—two weeks of preparation and one week 
of intensive campaigning. 

13—-New leaders are found and developed; hidden 
talents are revealed and close acquaintanceship 
among members engendered. 


903 East 150th St., Cleveland, Ohio 


dollars speak of character values which made such 


accumulation possible. We look at the Panama 
Canal and turn to look at the men who built 
it. We look at a billion dollar bank and want to 
see the men who built it. It is great business to 
build a billion-dollar bank. It is greater business 
to build a man able to crush the head of the devil. 
—United Presbyterian. 
* * * 

Among the “World’s Living Religions,” we find 
included: 

Hinduism founded in 2000-1500 B.C. and embrac- 
ing 217,000,000 followers. 

Judaism founded in 1500-1200 B.C. and embrac- 
ing 11,000,000 followers. 

Shinto founded in 660 B.C. 
16,000,000 followers. 

Zoroastrianism founded in 660 B.C. and embrac- 
ing 100,000 followers. 

Taoism founded in 604 B.C. and embracing 43,- 
000,000 followers. 

Jainism founded in 599 B.C. and embracing 1,000,- 
000 followers. 

Buddhism founded in 560 B.C. and embracing 
137,000,000 followers. 

Confucianism founded in 551 B.C. and embracing 
250,000,000 followers. 

Christianity founded in 4 B.C. and embracing 
557,000,000 followers. 

Mohammedanism founded in 570 A.D. and em- 
bracing 230,000,000 followers. 

Sikhism founded in 1469 A.D. and embracing 
8,000,000 followers. 


and embracing 


x ko 

Chicago is now the largest Polish city in the 
world. The Methodists, Presbyterians, and Con- 
gregationalists have employed Rev. Paul Fox, a 
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prominent Polish minister, to take charge of the 
various activities which these denominations are 
carrying on among the Poles. The people of the 
United States comprise more races than any other 
country in the world. Too many for her welfare 
and safety. Every Sabbath Presbyterian home 
missionaries preach the gospel in 48 languages.— 
Presbyterian Banner. 
oe) Reis 
Preachers’ Sons 

The public press still continues to publish articles 
reflecting upon preachers’ sons, but statisticians 
have a different view of the subject. The popula- 
tion of this country is 110,000,000. The number 
of preachers is less than 200,000. Of the 12,000 
outstanding men 1,000 are the sons of preachers. 
This means, that one out of 9,900 from other pro- 
fessions becomes prominent, while one out of 1,000 
from preachers’ families becomes prominent. Five 
of our presidents were preachers’ sons; one-fifth 
of those placed in the Hall of Fame were the 
sons of preachers. More than one-half of the 
noted men of England were preachers’ sons. Bab- 
son says that 40% of the millionaries in the United 
States and Canada are the children of ministers. 
Bruce Barton says that all the money the Church 
ever gave would have been well invested had it 
done nothing more than to enable preachers to 
raise sons. He gives an amazing list of famous 
men born in parsonages.—United Presbyterian. 

* * 

Speaking of sons of preachers, Bishop Hughes, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, says: “There 
have been three preachers’ boys in the White 
House. Nine of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence were sons of ministers. Five 
Supreme Court Judges and many governors, in 


’ 


ddition to a great list of lesser political officials, 
ere products of manses. The Democratic party 
never elected a Presidential candidate who was 
not the son of a minister. The Wright brothers, 
loneers of aviation, were manse products, and 
the first trans-Atlantic flight was made by the 
on of a preacher. The inventor of the telegraph, 
Samuel F. B. Morse, was a pastor’s son—Watch- 
an-Examiner. 
of * * 

If America were China—South Carolina would 
have one doctor, and North and South Carolina 
one hospital Student Volunteer Poster. 

. * * & 
The moving picture industry in the United 
tates is controlled by five Jews, Fox, Zuker, Loew, 
Loemme, and Lasky. They have only one thought 
in mind, the profits they can make. 
* * * 


PROHIBITION 
A writer in one of our exchanges says that he 
found people in one church he visited lamenting 
he failure of prohibition. When he spoke of its 
successes they knew nothing about them, had never 
heard of anything of the kind. We have heard 
Christians making statements about prohibition 
which we knew to be incorrect as general conclu- 
sions. The papers and some magazines are filled 
with direct and indirect attacks upon prohibition. 
Wet propaganda is all many persons hear on the 
subject. They know what President Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler said, but they do not know that his 
views were promptly repudiated by nearly every 
college pesident in the United tSates. We suggest 
that each pastor make it his business to see that 
the many facts favorable to prohibition and the 
opinions of competent observers be made known 
to his people. 
* * * 
Who Won the Olympics? 

America brought home the highest total of points 
from the recent Olympic meet at Paris, but even 
Americans are not contending that the choicest 
zarlands belonged to this country. With an entry 
list of three hundred it was possible for the United 
States to enter enough men in each event to make 
victory in total scoring almost inevitable. But it 
was Finland, with her 166 points, that took home 
the real honors. With a population hardly as large 
as that of the single city of New York, these 
hardy men from the north ran rings around our 
champions in every race where stamina was re- 
quired. The American press is speculating as to 
the causes of this Finnish superiority. Almost 
every possible theory has been expounded. But 
there is one unusual fact that has seemingly been 
xverlooked. The writers on the city dailies have 
been so interested in rumors of raw fish and black 
bread and daily rollings in the snow that they 
have failed to see any significance in the solid 
fact that Finland is dry. When you are thinking 
about the Olympics of 1924 recall that the point 
winner was the United States—a dry country; 
shat the popular winner was Finland—another dry 
‘country; and that an outstanding hero was Eric 
Liddell, the Scot who would not run on Sunday, but 
who smashed the world’s record for 400 meters 
when he did run, a young minister who will soon 
”¢ at work on the mission field of China—and 
ret another dry!—The Christian Century. 

k ok x 


The Christian Abstainer, published under the 
spices of the Commission of Temperance, Pro- 
libition and Public Morals of the two German 


A Sunday-school 


Man Who Is 
Making History 


Some people call him the greatest Sunday- 
school man in the world. 


A Sunday-school in the Northwest, that 
had stood still for twenty years, sent for 
him. He spent four weeks with that 
school; in the five years immediately 
after that it went from an enrolment of 
500 to over 3000 and from an average 
attendance of about 300 to 1500. 


Another Sunday-schcol, which now has 
the largest attendance in the world, was 
built up by him. 


He is an organizer of genius; his sys- 
tem of records is remarkable; but best 
of all he 


believes the whole Bible; 


cares more about spiritual life than 
organization; 


makes soul-winning the supreme ser- 
vice. 


This man is Louis Entzminger, and 
now for the first time he is going to 
publish his own account of his methods 
of work, and tell others how they may 
do it. 


Mr. Entzminger has chosen 


Che: Sunday School Gites 


as the exclusive medium of publication 
for this entirely unique, unspeakably 
rich material. Pastors and superin- 


tendents of small Sunday-schools x2 
or large, in city or country, sim- 

ply must avail themselves of 

this opportunity. 108 


The subscription rate is 
$2.00 per year. In clubs 
of five or more copies, 
either to separate 
addresses or in a 
package to one 
address, $1.50 


The 
Sunday School 
Times Company 
Box 1550 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


For the 25 cents enclosed 


please send The Sunday 
School Times for 
weeks to 


ARGC e Ce OE OR SOO IOUS 


Peer een ek a LG 
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Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and edited by the Rev. F. H. Otto Melle, is recog- 
nized as the leading Temperance and Prohibition 
Journal published in Germany. It has been en- 
dorsed by the “Temperance League of Lutheran 
Pastors.” More than two thousand Lutheran State 
Church Pastors are regular subscribers. Twenty 
thousand extra copies of a recent issue had to be 
reprinted in order to meet the demands.—Chris- 
tian Advocate. 
* * * 

At the World S. S. Convention in Glasgow, Dr. 
Clarence True Wilson was to speak on prohibition 
but was unable to attend. His place was filled by 
Dr. Otto H. Melle, a Methodist minister in Ger- 
many. 

Doctor Melle, though a German, spoke on “The 
Sunday School and World Prohibition.” He said 
that he had heard so many good and so many bad 
things of prohibition that he went to the United 
States to see with his own eyes, that he traveled 
throughout the United States observing the results 
of prohibition, talking with all classes of people 
on the subject and that it seemed to him that the 
prohibition of intoxicating liquors by the self- 
determination of a nation of more than a hundred 
million people was one of the greatest achievements 
of culture in our century and one that might aptly 
be compared with the great deed of Abraham 
Lincoln when slavery was abolished. He declared 
that prohibition did not come overnight. It took 
more than one hundred years of hard work. If 
they asked him what were the forces which brought 
about the prohibition law in the United States, he 
would answer without hesitation, the Churches, 
the women and the schools. And the three great 
forces that made prohibition would stand the test 


and continue prohibition.—Pittsburgh Christian 
Advocate. 

a ee 
George Bernard Shaw, well-known English 


writer, has this to say about prohibition in the 
United States: “I am convinced that American 
sentiment is not against the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment. If it were, prohibition could be repealed 
without the slightest difficulty. As it is, there 
is not the least chance to repeal. Therefore I 
do not believe the general American sentiment is 
against it.”—Western Christian Advocate. 
* * * 

Last year the municipal university at Akron, 
Ohio, tested more than 800 samples of liquor, and 
found only one of them to be genuine bonded 
liquor. 

Since Mayor Dever started his crusade against 
the sale of liquor in Chicago, his bank has regis- 
tered 10,000 new savings accounts.—United Pres- 
byterian. 

* * * 
GENERAL 
The Ballot 

The neglect of the ballot, which is at once 
the wand and the weapon of democracy, is nothing 
short of appalling. Taking all kinds of elections 
into account, hardly more than 35 per eent of our 
people who are entitled to vote ever vote on any 
issue. The facts show that it is not the foreign 
element that fails to vote, but people of American 
ancestry and training. It is just indifference, a lack 
of public-mindedness, a failure to realize the basic 
obligation of citizenship, which makes the saying 
of Lincoln, that this is a government of the people 
for the people, by the people, a farce. It delivers 
the public life of the land into the hands of the 
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ISCRIMINAT[E 


Christmas HMHusic 
“ADORATION” 


is the title of our new pageant-service by 
Edith Sanford Tillotson and C. Harold 
Lowden. It will make the most attrac- 
tive and impressive service imaginable. 
A splendid pageant at the price of a ser- 
vice and with a wonderful orchestration. 


“O’ER BETHLEHEM’S HILLS” 


is our service by Various Composers and 
it is a splendid combination of fine music, 
exercises and recitations. No orches- 
tration. Prices on each service, 7c each; 
80c the dozen; $3.25 for 50; $6.00 the 
hundred. 


Sample Pages of the above service, also 
descriptive matter concerning Cantatas, 
Song-stories, Pageants, Children’s Ma- 
terial, Solos, Duets and Quartets, Choir 
Cantatas and Anthems, Organ Music, 
etc., will be found in our CHRISTMAS 
BUDGET, a copy of which will be 
mailed on request. Ask today. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 
The Whole Block—15th, Race, Spring, Hicks Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA 
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HARRY W. JONES 


CHURCH ARCHITECT 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


A Rapid, Easy Way 
To Pay Off a Mortgage 


Many churches have raised mone 

y for payments 
on mortgages and similar purpos i 
our profit-plan. PREVRCS... RY, CRA 


A pleasant, effective way by which the buye ts 
his money’s worth and the church re eee 
profit. Hundreds are doing it, pe i alc 


Credit allowed—no capital 
start today! ” pi Rami 


Send postal for details to 


STEEPLE SPECIALTY CO. 
125 Church St. New York City 


Make a 
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boss, the selfish politician who herds the few in 
pict to use the machinery of state for his own 
ends, 

If the various churches will lay off their theolog- 
ical disputes long enough to urge upon their peo- 
ple this initial duty, they can render a real service 
to the Republic. A Citizenship Sunday, or some 
‘such arrangement, used to make men realize that 
the duties of a citizen are sacramental, is greatly 
needed, and will do good. A brief, impressive rit- 
ual, or ceremony, for the initiation of first voters, 
laying emphasis upon the sanctity of the ballot 
by a formal induction into its privileges, would 
help. Every instrumentality, every organization, 
should be used to induce men and women to vote 
as a religious obligation, no less than as a duty 
of citizenship. 

It is not the business of the Church to tell peo- 
ple how to vote, but it ought to exhort them to 
vote in some way, and if need be organize to 
that end. If the present neglect goes on un- 
checked, it will mean the bankruptcy of demo- 
cracy and the failure of popular government.— 
Joseph Fort Newton. 

* * * 

The “Get Out the Christian Vote” Campaign 
should meet with a hearty endorsement. Who 
are the great enemies of our Republic, or what 
we call Democracy? These fifty per cent of our 
qualified voters who do not go to the polls. They 
say that in elections other than presidential, the 
percentage of those qualified to vote and who do 
not vote is much larger than this, and that a 
goodly number of these are Christian citizens; 
they could not, by any stretch of language, be 
called patriots. In almost any state and community 
in the land the right men can be elected to office 
and in the right principles can be made victorious, 
if only the people who can always be counted on 
to vote right, will do their duty at. election time. 
It is not preaching politics for a minister to labor 
in the pulpit and out of it to get out the Chris- 
tian vote at election time. Any Christian citizen 
who lends hiniself to getting out the Christian 
vote, the entire intelligent vote indeed, is a friend 
of our cherished institutions, and is doing no little 
to help preserve them.—Presbyterian Banner. 

Se 

The trustees of the United Society of Christian 
Endeavor have adopted a plan for a personal can- 
vass of the 500,000 members of the young people’s 
societies who will attain their majority this year 
in order to urge them to register and vote. Rev. 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling, who presented the plan, said 
the support of no particular party would be urged 
but “we shall ask that each voter cast his ballot 
in accordance with the dictates of his conscience 
and on the side of decency and law enforcement.” 

* * * 


Pessimism or Optimism 


We must face the facts of life but they include 
days of sunshine as well as days of cloud. There 
is a tendency just now to “look on the dark side” 
entirely. Here is a magazine filled with discussions 
of such topics as these: “The Habit of Getting 
Divorces,” “Why One-third of ’s Banks Fail;” 
“Murder and Suicide on the Increase;” “Defective 
Vision Increasing,” etc. Now over against that 
many and true articles could be written on the 
following subjects: “The Present Passion for Edu- 
cation;” “Vast Increase in Gifts for Benevolence;” 
“Millions Added to the Churches Recently;” “Law 
Observance and Enforcement Growing;” “Millions 
Being Spent for Schools and Good Roads;” “Senti- 
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Interesting Facts | 


About the DeVry 


HE De Vry is the smallest and 
; lightest projector made that will 

give a picture of professional size 
and quality. 

The De Vry is the only portable pro- 
jector made wherein the mechanism is 
constructed of high carbon tool steel, oil 
hardened and hand lapped bearings. It 
is the only portable projector maintaining 
an accuracy of 2/10,000 of an inch in its 
working parts. 

The De Vry is self-contained and re- 
quires no set-up—just plug into any light 
socket for current. There is no danger 
of blowing out a fuse with the De Vry, 
it does not overload the line because it 
uses less current than the average elec- 
tric flatiron. 

The De Vry has the latest Stop-On- 
Film feature which permits the film to 
be stopped anywhere and still pictures 
shown without deterioration to the film. 


The DeVry Carries the 
Underwriters Label 


The De Vry is the simplest projector to thread 
and operate. Two switches on the back of the 
case control the complete operation. In the De 
Vry the film is always visible and there is no 
guessing as to when the reel is nearly finished. 

The De Vry has proven its ability to stand the 
hardest knocks in this country and abroad by 
years of service. Where extra good results and 
extra long life are desired—there a De Vry should 
be installed. 


The DeVry Corporation 
1111 Center Street Chicago, Ill. 


Mail the coupon for Free Booklet 
Pee aed Ae nee a aod raat te ad aS 


The DeVry Corporation, 
1111 Center St., Chicago, Ill. Ri 
: Please send me a copy of “Making Your 
Beye Pay for Itself,” together with a copy of your 
booklet “Motion Pictures in the Church. 


a ee ee 
a 


ew ee er eseoresene renee ee ese 
Pre 


Church 
Address 
CitY ..0 000 =P sooner \aiacevaasts eisiathiv.e 


lola Ase ed Med eset ra nave nme idl td a ed ted Se 
ei 


0.00 00660 0.00 00.00 0060 0 0 6)0 10 e018 
eee ore ser ease seerere 


ment Growing Rapidly for a Warless World;” 
“The Rising Tide of Christian Union;” “Better 
Child Labor Laws;” “Corruption in High Places 
Being Called to Account;” “The Great Progress 
‘of Medicine;” “The Hate and Violence Generated 
by the World War Dying Down’—and many more 
‘like these. There is evil in the world—but there 
is much more good.—Christian Evangelist. 
Coe eee pe 3 
: How Distressing! 

The problem of clerical attire seems to be dis- 
‘turbing the Church of England. A very serious 
editorial in the Church Times sounds a warning 
.against the democratic spirit, which is leading so 
many of the clergy astray. ‘We have heard,” it 
says, with apparent incredulity, “of an American 
bishop taking the chair at synod or conference 
wearing a moustache, short jacket and trousers! 
The disappearance of clerical attire can hardly go 
farther without being complete . . . The more the 
sacred ministry ceases to be a gentlefolk’s preserve, 
the more undesirable it is that it should discard the 
outward signs and reminder of its calling.”—The 
Churchman. 

* * * 


SHREWD COMMENT 


Sir Frederick Treves once said to the students 
at Aberdeen University: “The man who is content 
to wait for a stroke of good fortune will probably 
wait until he has a stroke of paralysis.” 

* * * 

The true test of civilization is not the census, 
not the size of its cities, nor the crops, but in 
the kind of men the country turns out.—Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 
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3od’s promises are transferable; they never are 
out of date; they are always usable for they are 
undated.—The Lutheran. 

* * * 

It does not take much of a man to be a Chris- 
tian, but it takes all there is of him.—Huzley. 

ze & 

I have but one candle of life to burn, and would 
rather burn it out where people are dying in dark- 
ness, than in a land which is flooded with light— 
A Missionary. 

-_ * &® 

As we keep or break the Sabbath, we nobly save 
or meanly lose the last, best hope by which man 
-rises—Abraham Lincoln. 

* * &* 

It is better to know less than to know many 

things. that ain’t so.—Josh Billings. 
* * * 


In these days of high prices, some people justly 
wonder how they are going to live till they die. 
* * * 


The average man does not wish to save money; 
‘he wishes an opportunity to spend a lot of money. 
* * * 


Note to preachers and choirmasters: Every ser- 
vice is just as long as it seems.——The Churchman. 
* * * 


Opportunity does not travel by schedule. 
* * & 


Exaggeration is falsehood in Sunday clothes. 
* k * 

Macaulay, the great historian, said in his day: 
“All my life I have seen nothing but progress and 
heard nothing but decay.” 

2 ¢ «© 

There is one thing stronger than armies, and 

that is an idea whose time has come.—Victor Hugo. 
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pages, with attractive cover. 


Write for Catalog 


STOCKTON PRESS 


516 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, Md. 


Make Your Church 
Buildings Flexible 


‘JILSON Sectionfold Partitions turn 
large rooms into rooms of just the 
desired size for classes, special meetings, etc. 
Adaptable to old buildings as well as new. 


it, DOORS- PARTITIONS “BLINDS 
- The J.G. WILSON Corporation ‘ene scwnson cononanon 

11 East 36th Street, New York City eee 
\ Offices in all principal cities 


P rimer | 


VACATION IS OVER 


You are looking forward to winter evenings of profitable readin i 
- g. Have you a quarterly review of 
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interdenominational, whose October issue includes: 


The Essential Reality of Christianity.—Principal John McNicol, Toronto Bible College. 
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The human race is divided into two classes— 
those who go ahead and do something and those 
-who sit still and inquire, “Why wasn’t it done the 
other way ?”—Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

* * * 

A hundred men may constitute a camp, but it 

takes a woman to make a home.—The Lutheran. 
* oe x 

A man is himself plus the books he reads.— 

S. Parkes Cadman. 
ae ee 
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human life. 
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THE MINISTER’S WIFE 


Department Where the Mistress of the Manse Can Have Her Say 


THIS NEW DEPARTMENT 


We begin this month a new department, “The 
Minister’s Wife.” This is the day of woman’s 
rights, her real rights, and we propose she 
shall have a part in The Expositor all her own. 
If a minister happens to write on “How My 
Wife Helps Me,” we will not rule him out; 
but the department is for the wives of our 
ministers. There are no more consecrated and 
joyous people in the world. 
trials; they have privileges; they have oppor- 
tunities; they have special phases of work— 


Yet they have - 


mistress of the manse, tell us about things you 
have in mind. It so happens that one of our 
first articles is by a minister’s daughter. The 
theme; “Can A Minister’s Daughter Work 
Her Way Through College?” That question is 
asked in thousands of homes of clergymen. 


We have added this department because we 
realize that ministers’ wives are as deeply in- 
terested in all phases of the ministers’ work 
as are ministers themselves. Wives of min- 
isters in the big Eapositor family, send in 
your communications for this department. Ad- 
dress The Minister’s Wife Department. 


Can the Minister’s Daughter Work Her Way 
Through College? 


Answered, “Yes, If You Have ‘Pep’.’’ = How? 
BY ONE WHO HAS JUST GRADUATED 


Minister’s children—especially daughters— 
are, like their parents, proverbially short of 
money. Yet almost every daughter of a minis- 
ter wants to go to college and the attainment 
of this object seems impossible when she de- 
jectedly views the state of her own—and her 
parents’—finances. But let her not be dis- 
couraged. If she can’t do as her brother does 
—shovel snow, fire furnaces, and the like—for 
the price of her education, there are never- 
theless, many things she can do. All she 
needs as prerequisites are good health, courage, 
and a fair amount of nerve. Any girl with 
these three attributes can work her way 
through college—I know, for I did it, and so 
did several other ministers’ daughters in my 
class. (Of course one takes for granted the 
requisite intelligence! It requires some brains 
to get through college—even when one doesn’t 
have to work one’s way.) 

First of all, though large institutions will 
dispute this statement, I believe it is best to 
select a fairly small college, one with a recog- 
nized standing, of course. Strangely enough 
there seem to be more opportunities open in 
such a place; and in addition you soon become 
known to all the student body and faculty 
so that when there are any chances to earn 
money, your name is likely to be considered. 
In a small college, too, girls who earn their 
own way are not looked down on—indeed they 
are admired, and looked up to by their class- 
mates. This is because there is no large group 
of wealthy girls who come to college for the 
good time they can get from it. 

Next, write as early in the summer as pos- 


sible to the President or Dean of the college 
you contemplate entering and ask if there is 
any way by which you can earn extra money. 
There are always positions which pay fairly 
well at the disposal of the college officers—if 
you speak first you may get one. In my col- 
lege there was a “mail girl” who distributed 
the mail twice a day at the doors of her class- 
mates. She was in turn the most popular 
and the most disliked girl in college—depend- 
ing of course on the amount of mail she 
brought. I believe she received $50 a semes- 
ter. Then there was a girl who distributed 
the song-books in chapel, and collected them 
after the chapel exercises. I believe she re- 
ceived about $25—perhaps more. Two or 
three other girls were given charge of the 
college telephone exchange. They were taught 
how to operate the switchboard. They were 
paid by the hour. Others used to help the 
matron with the sorting of linens, marking, 
listing, etc. Still others helped in the book- 
store, the registrar’s office and the laboratories. 
Of course some of these positions one obtains 
just by chance, as one becomes better ac- 
quainted—but many are assigned by the Presi- 
dent or Dean. 

In many colleges, all the waiting on table 
is done by students. Often room and board 
both are the remuneration—sometimes only 
board. The House Director would probably 
be the best person to write to for information 
on this point. 

Aside from these and other ways which 
every college furnishes to aid its students, 
there are numberless ways which any girl with 
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ability in some line can undertake by herself. 
Can you shampoo hair, curl, and dress it well? 
Advertise your wares on the bulletin board or 
announce them in Student Government meet- 
ing. If you are not expensive, and give good 
service you will have lots of trade. The same 
is true of manicures. Girls love to indulge in 
that sort of thing. 

Do you sew? Can you construct fetching 
sport things and unusual evening dresses? 
Then your fortune is made!—even if the in- 
sides of the dresses aren’t well finished off, 
provided the general effect is good. Even the 
faculty will come to you, and around Prom 
time you will be put to it to get your Lit. 
lesson done, your Geometry problems solved 
and the green-and-silver Prom dress of the 
girl across the hall done enough that you can 
sew her into it on the festive occasion. 

Once I made a stunning American beauty 
satin Prom dress for a girl invited to a big 
university for a house-party. She was very 
dark and looked gorgeous in it. She made 
such a deep impression on a young man she 
met that he kept up the acquaintance and she 
eventually married him. She said she always 
felt that I played the role of Cupid in her 
case, 

Yes, sewing helps you far on your way 
through college—the ability to make hats, 
dresses, make over clothes, and mend under- 
wear will be invaluable to you. 

College girls like to eat, too—gracious, how 
they do eat! You can make sandwiches and 
tiptoe through the corridors at 9:30 p. m. 
when everybody is studying for tomorrow’s 
“eight o’clock.” You will be hailed with 
shouts (subdued) of joy and your sandwiches 
at 10 cents per will soon be gone. Every 
girl will have bad dreams, but you won’t care 
—your pocket will be full of money. 

One can tutor sometimes—but this is usually 
work for the upper-classmen. One can correct 
themes for instructors—but this too is for 
upper-classmen; and, sad but true, one can 
even write themes for one’s fellows if one is 
good at “slinging the English” but I’d advise 
you not to try it—it doesn’t pay in the long 
run. 

But even the Freshmen can look after ba- 
bies, and professor’s wives always have babies 
—yea, many of them! ‘Thirty-five cents an 
hour is the usual rate, and it is good or poor 
pay, depending on the babies. I’ve seen babies 
I wouldn’t touch for 50 cents an hour, and 
others go right off to sleep like lambs. 

Then, too, one can often get one’s room and 
board in a home by helping with the house- 
work and taking care of the children. This 
helps save money—but it is much nicer to 
live in a “dorm” if possible. The President 
would be the one to ask about such a position. 

I have not mentioned scholarships and loan 
funds. A bright girl (and are not all minis- 
ters’ daughters bright?) can often get a a 
arship award if she will apply early enough. 


And many colleges have a loan fund from . 
which they will help the deserving students. | 
In both cases, however, one’s marks must be 
very good, and in the case of the loan fund, 
awards are not usually made till the end of 
the first semester. 

There will be lots of other ways a girl can 
find to earn money here and there after she 
gets to college. There are all sorts of prizes, 
for instance, for which she may work—or, to 
go to the other extreme, she may wash dishes 
at some family’s Thanksgiving dinner, and 
get her dinner and a dollar into the bargain. 

But a word of caution—a girl just starting 
off to college for her first year should have 
enough money to pay her tuition, room, and 
board for the first semester, even if she has 
to borrow it. She may not find any way of 
earning money at once—and most colleges de- 
mand payment in advance. But if she works 
the preceding summer, she should be able to 
get together a good deal of the money neces- 
sary. The money for books and incidentals 
she can probably earn during the semester if 
she is very careful of her pennies. 

But whatever you do, don’t lose your nerve! 
Go ahead, if you want your education. Get 
the money to start with, and then start, even 
if you don’t see where the money is coming 
from to get that math. book you have to have. 
No doubt someone will lend you one anyway. 

And, by the way, don’t think because you 
work, that you'll be out of things and can’t 
take part in college life. That’s poppycock. 
The girl in our class who won the most ath-— 
letic honors and was the best player in college 
dramatics worked her way through college. . 
She just learned to use her time right. So’ 
if you’ve any hestitation about earning your 
way, forget it—and go ahead! You'll be sur-- 
prised to find how easy it is! 
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